
Students shine at The Malling School Christmas Concert  

The Malling Schoolôs Christmas 
concert was held on Thursday 
15th December in the school hall. 

As part of the Year 11 BTEC 
Music course, students study a 
unit called óDesigning and 
Creating a Music Productô. This 
involves planning and running a 
music event within school and this 
year it fell to the Music students to 
organise the Christmas concert. 
The key roles and responsibilities 
involved in putting on the concert 
included publicity, designing the 
programme and tickets, 
organising the refreshments and 
the performers. Our students 
performed a range of different 
musical and dance numbers as 
well as reading some Christmas 
poems and stories. The Prep 
Band (students in Year 7 and 8 
who have been learning to play a 
woodwind instrument in school) 

made its debut playing óJingle 
Bellsô. They did a fantastic job, 
although they were a bit too keen 
to get going and started playing 
before Miss Cox was ready! 

The Malling Band was joined by 
some members and friends of The 
Eynsford Concert Band. They 
came in to support our students 
and to fill out the band a bit. We 
were particularly pleased to see 
some more unusual instruments 
such as a bassoon and some tubas 
in school. The concert band also 
played during the interval. Thanks 
go to Brian Bennett and The 
Eynsford Concert Band for their 
continuing support. 

A big thank you should also go to 
all the students who took part. 

Upcoming music events include 

the annual óVoice in a Millionô trip. 

This year we are going to 
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Wembley Arena and are busy 

rehearsing the songs on Monday 

lunchtimes. We are even more 

excited than usual as three of 

our Year 11 students will be 

performing on the stage at 

Wembley.  Having auditioned 

and been chosen to be part of 

the Voice in a Million stage choir, 

Louie Smith, Christa Dawson 

and Zoe Dawson also have solo 

roles within some of the songs, 

so we wish them good luck. 

 

Our Christmas Card Competition 

The Malling School Christmas card 
competition was a huge success with over 
100 fantastic entries. The quality of the 
designs made judging very difficult. Demi 
Gale in Year 7, however, managed to 
capture the real spirit of Christmas.  The 
winning design has now been 
professionally printed and both Demi and 
the runners up all received an art prize for 
their efforts. The runners up included:  Zoe 
Phelps (Year 11), Katie Geary (Year 7), 
Ellesse Britton (Year 12), Alannah Martin 
(Year 12) and Charlotte Parkin (year 12). 
Congratulations and well done to you 
all!  All winning entries can be viewed at 
http://www.mhfederation.co.uk/
mhfederationvle/?p=5314 

The winning design by Demi Gale  



 

 

WWI  

A  poem by Maddie Cooper-Wallis  

This strange and unofficial truce 

lasted for several days, much to 

the dismay of the commanding 

officers. This amazing showing of 

Christmas cheer was never again 

repeated and as World War One 

progressed, the story of Christmas 

1914 at the front became 

something of a legend. 
Jennifer Rosenberg, About.com Guide 
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 A Christmas Poem  

In these claustrophobic trenches, they seem to get smaller by the day 

All you hear is the everlasting gun shots while innocent men get blown away 

The millions of men who gave their lives in the never ending nightmare 

Some men are crying in agony while some just lie there 

 

The gun shots are the only stars in the sky between the dark grey smoke 

The deep green tanks make massive explosions that are no joke 

All the soldiers are down-hearted and all feeling blue 

They dream of kisses from loved ones that they wish could be true 

 

In these claustrophobic trenches, they seem to get smaller by the day 

All you hear is the everlasting gun shots while innocent men get blown away 

The millions of men who gave their lives in the never ending nightmare 

Some men are crying in agony while some just lie there 

 

Itôs the 25th of December, all soldiers wishing they were at home 

Unexpected silence, we all sit here thinking weôre alone 

The German soldiers start to sing silent night 

Our British soldiers join in to their delight 

 

A British solider suggests a game of football with one rule 

No killing each other for a day, no one can be that cruel 

The guns can be our goalposts, select someone to collect them 

Iôll collect the football letôs start the game then 

 

A couple of hours later the match is in full swing 

The British and German soldiers dodge around an old plane wing 

Both sides are having fun, forgetting why theyôre there 

Until a British major shouts giving the soldiers a scare 

 

Then suddenly the 2 sides split and then a gun shoots in the air 

Both majors had fired their guns without a single care 

We all retreated to the trenches with our things 

And then we hear the usual sound of the bombings 

 

In these claustrophobic trenches, they seem to get smaller by the day 

All you hear is the everlasting gun shots while innocent men get blown away 

The millions of men who gave their lives in the never ending nightmare 

Some men are crying in agony while some just lie there 

Maddie was inspired to write 

her poem after studying war 

poetry in English  

British and German soldiers  

take part in the Christmas truce  

 



the staff knew her, was a caring 

and loving lady who genuinely 

wanted the best for all of the  

children at the school. At her   

funeral the church was full with 

staff and students, as well as her 

family and friends, which was for 

me a testament to how much she 

will be missed by the school and 

wider community. In celebrating 

her life we heard of how Valerie 

made the most of every day 

which is why we dedicated our 

message for the term to her 

memory. Our thoughts are with 

her family at this difficult time 

and, as I am sure they know,  

The Malling School will always  

be here for them.   

 

The start of Term 3 is always a 
good time to set the scene for the 
New Year and this year was no 
different. This term we are      
focusing on making every day 
count so at 8.50am on 4th        
January our students got straight 
down to work and it has been like 
that  ever since. We have already 
had GCSE examinations and 
mocks for Years 10 and 11 as 
well as celebrating a                
considerable number of GCSE 
passes from examinations taken 
in November. At the same time 
both year groups have been 
working on their coursework so 
are now well prepared for the  
further challenge of GCSEs 
ahead. The other year groups 
have also made a positive start to 
the year as will have been       
reported to you at the recent   
parentsô evening. 

I would like to thank all parents 
who took part in our surveys at 
parentsô evenings this year. The 
results were overwhelmingly  
positive with almost every parent 
who responded agreeing that 
they were happy with the work 
that the school is doing. We have 
also carried out student surveys 
this term and again the picture is 
extremely positive with children 
clearly happy at school, enjoying 

their lessons and agreeing that 
they are learning well. I will be 
writing to parents with the full  
results but have included a   
summary of some the responses 
below. 

Although Christmas now seems 
like a long time ago I would like 
to thank all parents and students 
who attended the concert in the 
last week of the Christmas term. 
Well done to both the students 
and staff for producing what I  
believe is the best ever       
Christmas concert at The Malling 
School. The heavily subsidised 
music lessons which are now into 
their second year are really    
paying off and our orchestra is 
the strongest ever. We are     
continuing our work with the    
excellent Eynsford Concert Band 
this year to bring the full          
orchestral experience, as well as 
quality music lessons, to our   
students. If your child is            
interested in studying a musical          
instrument please contact Miss 
Cox and next year he or she 
could play with the band in one of 
our school productions. 

Finally you may have heard that 

we sadly lost one of our teaching 

assistants, Mrs Hills, to cancer 

just before Christmas. Valerie, as 

The Malling School 

orchestra ñ a big 

step closer 
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A message from the Principal  

Mr Carl Roberts  

Making every day count  



Year 7 students from the 

Tydeman Centre performed two 

scenes from A Christmas Carol 

by Charles Dickens in a special 

awards assembly at the end of 

last term. It was very well 

received by everyone and 

parents were particularly 

impressed.   The show was 

performed by a cast of very 

talented young people.  During the 

assembly, 40 certificates were 

presented for Achievement, Effort, 

Courtesy and Kindness, Positive 

Attitude and Contribution to the 

Centre.  

Well done to all award winning 

students! 

Year 7 students celebrate 

Chinese New Year in PBL  

Year 7 have been studying 

China in Project Based Learning this 

term. They are looking at what it is 

like to live in China, including 

traditions of clothing, school life, 

Chinese New Year and Chinaôs 

physical features. 7S have enjoyed 

making Chinese lanterns and coolie 

hats in preparation for the Chinese 

New Year on 23rd January 2012. 

 

ôOne Good Turnõ  

Bah Humbug for the Tydeman Centre 

Assembly  

Connor Seales  

òI enjoyed doing my part as 

Bob Cratchett.  It was exciting 

having our parents watchó. 

 

Katie Smith: òI was nervous but 

then I became more confidentó 
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Our community  

As part of the period 1 project, 

Friendship and Respect, Mrs 

Radford and Mr Whiteheadôs 

form, F1, have made a film 

entitled óOne Good Turn.ô The 

film tells the story of a boy who 

feels isolated and lost in his new 

school and his bumpy journey 

into confidence and popularity. 

The film stars Reece Denton 

(Year 7), Rosie Baker (Year13), 

Charlie Sheridan (Year 9), 

Bradley Gliddon (Year 9) 

among others and can be 

viewed on the VLE blog. 

Jordan Mcgrath -Coulstock 

shows off his Chinese     

lantern and hat  

See the film on the VLE blog  

Students Elected to the     

KCC Youth Parliament  

Congratulations to Kirk Reece. Hannah 
Brooks and Amy Clark, for being elected 
to the County Youth Parliament. 

The three candidates were voted for by 
young people in the local area including 
students from The Malling School. 

Their duties whilst KYCC  members will be 
to put forward Young Peopleôs views and 
ideas  to  County Council  Cabinet 
Members and ensure Young People have a 
say in the running and development of 
Youth Provision locally and  county-wide. 

All three should be congratulated for their 
enthusiasm and dedication in giving their 
free time at weekends.  



 

Short story writing Competition for years 7 and 8  

Come with us on a journey to a 

land of myth and magic, knights, 

evil kings, trolls, goblins, dwarfs 

and just plain everyday folk trying 

to live their lives in peace. The 

award-winning Tydeman Unit 

Radio crew are back for the third 

year running with their new epic 

stage show spectacular óThe 

Scattered Pathô. The story tells of 

Will (Joseph Lyall) a young man 

who sets out on a journey to fulfill 

his grandfatherôs dying request. 

He has little idea of the 

challenges to come. Luckily for 

Will, he meets a kind (if 

eccentric) shepherd (Declan 

Mills) who acts as his guide 

through this strange land.  Along 

the way, he meets an array of 

colourful characters and 

encounters the evil reign of King 

Istan (Harrison Garrod). With 

drama and laughs, the show 

claims to be their biggest yet and 

will take place at The Malling 

School on Thursday 26th April at 

6pm.  Everyone welcome. 

 

For all you budding 

authors out there,  

this is your chance to 

write a winner !  
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TMS Governor News 
 

Staff Governor Angela Bennettôs four 
year term in office is due to end at the 
beginning of March.  A Staff Governor 
election will therefore shortly be taking 
place across the Federation in order 
for an appointment to be seamless.   
Angela has expressed an interest in 
continuing her support to the MHF 
governing body as a staff governor. 

Connor Franklin as Hector in the 

new Unit Radio production of  

New this term  

Ali Sparkes Short Story Writing Competition!  

The theme is Time Travel  

ü This competition is open to students in Years 7 and 8  

ü Entries should be 500 words or fewer  

ü All entries should be on the theme of time travel  

ü Closing date: Friday 25 th  February  

The winner will receive a complete set of Aliõs books, as well 
as a set for their school and an author visit and some other 
goodies. Two runners up will receive a complete set of Ali's 
books for their school.  

 

 


