
 
 

  

YEAR 9 



 
Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Our Year 7, 8 and 9 students will be sitting their cumulative assessments in term 3. The assessments 

will assess students’ knowledge and understanding of the content they have covered in these subjects 

to date. Students will receive dates of these assessments from their class teachers. Assessments will 

take place in classrooms with class teachers for each subject during normal timetabled lessons. 

Students entitled to access arrangements will sit their assessments in their normal classroom and the 

class teacher will oversee the arrangement as their normal way of working. Students entitled to higher 

level arrangements will carry out their assessments in a separate venue to ensure they can access their 

support in an appropriate environment. 

 

Whilst these assessments are internal, rather than the externally assessed ones that are taken at the 

end of Year 11 and Year 13, it is nevertheless important that students take them seriously and engage 

fully in revising at home and in all the revision activities their teachers will deliver in lessons. Revision 

really helps students consolidate learning, builds their confidence, and embeds the core knowledge 

they will need for future success in these subjects. There is no such thing as being ‘bad at revision’ - it 

is a skill that needs lots of practice for students to become efficient at it and it takes time – the main 

thing is to persevere and use the techniques recommended by their subject teachers and in this KS3 

Revision Guide which are tried and tested, and often also supported by research into memory and 

retrieval.  

 

These assessments are also an excellent opportunity for students to become more accustomed at 

completing assessments in formal conditions, something we want them to feel confident and relaxed 

about later in their school careers. At the same time, we must stress that we do not want students to 

get unnecessarily worried about the assessments, and we ask for your support here. Above all else, the 

assessments are a valuable opportunity for teachers to assess the areas students have grasped well 

and those where further consolidation may still be required.  

 

However, it really is not the end of the world if an assessment does not go as well as expected. 

Revision at home is important, but it is equally important not to over-do-it. We suggest that an 

average of 60 minutes of revision per night during the couple of weeks before these assessments will 

be plenty for students to be well-prepared, assuming that they have been working hard in lessons. 

These 60 minutes of revision should be broken down into 3 periods of 20 minutes, in 3 different 

subjects. We ask our subject staff that when homework is set, it relates directly to the assessments to 

support students’ revision as much as possible. Please do take the time to help your child prepare for 

these assessments.  

 

Some things you could do to support them are:  

 

▪ Reassure them about the exams – we all want them to do their best but if they go wrong, it is not 

the end of the world.  
 

▪ Read through this KS3 Revision Guide together to understand what is expected of them in each 

assessment and recommendations about revision. Encourage them to talk to you about different 

subjects and topics.  
 

▪ Talk to your child about any subjects they are more worried about and consider creating a little 

more time for these subjects in their revision plan. Encourage them to speak to their teachers if 

they are worried or have questions.  

 

▪ Create a revision timetable (see template included) – aim for 60 minutes per day – this 60 minutes 

of revision is best completed as 3 x 20 min blocks in 3 different subjects, with a break in between 

the blocks.  



 
 

▪ Test your child on what they have learnt by asking them questions based on the content in their 

curriculum booklets or any other recommended techniques from the Revision Guide. 
 

▪ Encourage your child to pin up key definitions and concepts on post-it notes around their room.  
 

▪ Think about creating a separate folder for revision materials, revision notes, revision quizzes and 

exam questions.   

  

To help you support your child with their revision in Year 7, 8 or 9, please use the information in this 

KS3 Revision Guide that students will also receive a copy of. This booklet contains the topics the 

assessments will cover, suggested revision activities and where to go for more help. If your child loses 

their booklet, this can be accessed electronically via Teams and the school website. 

 

Once papers have been completed, marked, and moderated, we will report your child’s percentage 

score on each exam. We will also report the average (mean) percentage – these will be sent in the next 

set of reports. For any subject-specific queries, please contact your child’s teacher for that subject. For 

any other more overarching queries relating to the exams, please get in touch with your child’s Head 

of Year. Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish your child the best of luck with their assessments 

and encourage them to speak with subject teachers, their Form Tutor, Pastoral Leader or Guidance 

Manager if they have any worries or questions.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mark Burrows 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
How should I organise my revision?  
 

▪ Make your own revision timetable or a tick list of topics for each subject 
 

▪ It is important to spend some time deciding what to revise and when, so that you are fully prepared for 
every subject. Use a diary or wall chart to organise the time you have available for revision 

 

▪ Try to vary the subjects you are revising 
 

▪ Try tackling the subject you least like / find most difficult first and working towards a preferred one, rather 
than leaving difficult topics to the end of the day 

 

▪ Do not plan to revise too late into the evening as your revision will be much less effective if you are too tired. 
 
Action points for students 
 

▪ Create the revision timetable (use the template in this booklet) and put it somewhere your family can see it; 
the fridge is a good place!  
 

▪ Ask your teachers for help if there is something you do not understand  
 

▪ Attendance is key; aim for 100% attendance and also attend revision and support sessions after school.  
 
What can families do to support students?  
 

▪ Provide a quiet study environment 
 

▪ Help students construct a revision timetable and keep a copy somewhere visible 
 

▪ Consider places students can work; a parent’s home office, an attic room, a relative’s house 
 

▪ Be positive, particularly in moments of panic 
 

▪ Offer help and support; carry out regular revision “book looks” 
 

▪ Offer some incentives to work 
 

▪ Consider taking students away from the house for scheduled breaks 
 

▪ Make sure they have a healthy balanced diet whilst revising 
 

▪ Try to avoid tension or arguments 
 

▪ Encourage regular exercise. 
 
What should I be doing just before a test or examination? 
 

The night before…  
▪ get plenty of sleep.  
▪ pack your equipment.  
▪ double check what examinations you have, where they are and what equipment you will need.  

 
On the day…  

▪ arrive in good time. 
▪ consider walking to school and getting fresh air, this can help wake you up.  
▪ do not drink too much water but have some with you to sip throughout the examination.  
▪ remember your clear pencil case or plastic bag for essential stationary.  

 
In the examination room…  

▪ read any instructions carefully before you start.  
▪ ask the teacher if you are not sure about something before you begin.  
▪ allow enough time for every question. 

TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL REVISION 



 
What are the most effective ways to revise?  

 

1. Create a study plan: Setting aside specific times and dates to revise is a great way to be organized and 
prepared 

 

2. Review notes and re-read the material: Going over class notes, lectures, and reading materials can help 
solidify the material in your mind and help you identify areas you need to focus on 

 

3. Retrieval practice: Make flash cards or notes on key facts or definitions. Try to recall the knowledge and 
repeat at a later date just as you are starting to forget it (see the diagrams below) 

 

4. Take practice tests: Taking practice tests or quizzes can help you understand what types of questions may be 
on an upcoming exam and prepare you for it 

 

5. Explain concepts to others: Explaining concepts to others can help you better retain the information. It can 
also help you identify any gaps in your understanding 

 

6. Connect the material to real life: Connecting the material to real life examples can help make the material 
more meaningful and help you remember it 

 

7. Use mnemonic devices: Mnemonic devices are memory tools such as acronyms, rhymes, and stories that can 
help you remember key concepts 

 

8. Ask for help: If you are having difficulty understanding a topic, don’t be afraid to ask for help. Talking to a 
teacher, parent, or classmate can help you understand the material better. 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

The following pages contain a range of information for each subject with tips and links designed to assist students in 

their revision. If students would like further support with revision, please encourage them to contact their guidance 

team, tutor or subject teachers. 

A reminder that we also offer homework club before and after school in the library and at lunchtime in B3. Teachers 

and computers are available at all these times to support you with homework as required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REVISION AND HOMEWORK 
SUPPORT FOR 

EXAMPLE REVISION TIMETABLE 



 
 

 

  



 

3D DESIGN, ART & TEXTILES 
 

 

 

 

 

 
In term 3 you will be assessed on your current project. You will be assessed on the quality of your all your 
sketchbook work and your final practical outcomes.  
 
Tips for successful assessment:  
 

▪ Watch and listen to your teacher carefully in lessons when they are modelling step by step instructions.  
 

▪ Try to copy your teacher’s techniques to your best ability.  
 

▪ Listen to verbal feedback/advice to develop and refine your work well  
 

▪ Use your curriculum resource booklets to support your work in lessons.  
 

▪ Present your work carefully and creatively in your sketchbook.  
 

▪ When writing about artists and evaluating your work use the support sheets provided:  
 
Analysing artists/designers – Structure your writing using the writing frames in your resource booklets. Use the 
suggested keywords in your writing to demonstrate your understanding of the mediums and techniques you are 
using and the artists/designers you have researched.   
 
Evaluations - Describe and explain your processes and techniques throughout the project thoroughly. Be reflective 
and write about what and who inspired your project. Explain how your ideas have developed, what went well and 
how you could develop and improve in the future.  
 
As students work through the KS3 curriculum in preparation for GCSE level at KS4. Students will be marked using the 
four GCSE assessment objectives in the table below. This gives us an indication of their starting point in Year 7 and 
throughout their journey into Year 11. Students are marked out of 96 marks in total.   
 
Examples of high-quality KS3 sketchbook presentation:  

  
       
 

  



 
We expect learners to be working between the following levels each year but there may be some exceptions where 
students go beyond or below:  
  
Year 7 – Levels 1-2 (5 - 34 marks)  
 

Year 8 – Levels 2-3 (34 - 47 marks)  
 

Year 9 – Levels 3-4 (35 - 53 marks) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DRAMA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the start of term 3 you will have a written cumulative assessment in your music and drama lessons. This will test 
you on your knowledge and understanding of the keywords taught in terms 1 and 2.  
 
Your teacher will have given you back your term 1 and 2 workbooks and you should use these to revise from. Have a 
look at your low stakes tests in your booklets to see if you can identify the keywords that you are not confident with 
and begin with these.  
 
Use the following tips for revision to help you:  
 

▪ Read through the keywords  
 

▪ Cover up the meaning of the word and test yourself   
 

▪ Cover up the keyword and see if you can write down the keyword  
 

▪ Ask someone at home to test you  
   
Once completed, your score for your written cumulative assessment will be added to the score for your practical 
assessment which you have done in class this term, giving you an overall grade.  
  

 

 

 

 

  



 

ENGLISH 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In term 3 you will be completing a cumulative assessment for English. It will be one assessment that will include 
questions on your previous learning. The topics you studied, which will appear in the assessment, are outlined on 
your knowledge organiser in your curriculum booklet.  
 
Tips for preparing:  
 

1. Use your term 1 and term 2 curriculum booklets. Find the ‘Knowledge Organiser’ pages and use these to 
help you revise for each topic. (See an example from year 7 below).  

 

2. Use the revise it tasks in your homework booklets to test yourself.   
 

3. Spend time revising the topics you know least well. Revising is an active process so writing yourself quiz 
cards/flashcards and testing yourself with them is a good method.   
   

  
 

  



 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

 
 
 
 
 
In term 3, you will be completing a cumulative assessment for social studies. It will be one assessment that will 
include all themes you have studied in term 1 and term 2. Questions can be the same, similar or related to the topics 
you have studied with the teacher in the classroom or asked to research independently in your homework tasks.  
  
Tips for preparing:  

• Spend time reading and reflecting on the topics we have written in the classrooms in your curriculum 
booklets.   

• Read all PowerPoint Presentations delivered by your Social Studies teacher on your Social Studies Teams 
group.  

• Make and use flashcards for any key terms you have learnt in the lessons.  

 Some useful links to support some of your lessons:  

Why is there suffering? Are there any 
good solutions?  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkdk382/articles/z6twrj6   

Should happiness be the purpose of 
life?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjESWHykTJQ   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-ozQ6d4U9A   

Is conflict needed in order to achieve 
peace?  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkdk382/articles/zhpq47h   

Do we need to prove God’s Existence?  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zv2fgwx/revision/4   

Science and religion  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxc9fcw/revision/2   

Why do people commit crime?  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw3hrmn#zs373qt   

 This year we also begin to look at psychology and sociology. Here are some links to help explain them:  

https://www.bps.org.uk/what-psychology  

https://www.britsoc.co.uk/what-is-sociology/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkdk382/articles/z6twrj6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjESWHykTJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-ozQ6d4U9A
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkdk382/articles/zhpq47h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zv2fgwx/revision/4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxc9fcw/revision/2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw3hrmn#zs373qt
https://www.bps.org.uk/what-psychology
https://www.britsoc.co.uk/what-is-sociology/


 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Term 3 assessment will be based on a practical assessment in class to be decided by each individual class teacher. 
Pupils will all be told in advance and the information will be posted on TEAMS and BROMCOM. Pupils will be 
provided with a recipe card to follow in class. Pupils will attempt to cook the dish unaided by the class teacher and 
present their dish for assessment before the end of the lesson. 
Washing up correctly, following hygiene rules and safety rules will also be assessed. 
 
Term 5 will be a theory test based on work they have covered that year as well as topics from previous years. All 
topics will be posted on BROMCOM, and resources will be available on TEAMS to aid revision. Pupils will also be able 
to bring home their class books to aid revision but must be returned on the day of the test. 
  
For any specific enquiries please contact your child’s teacher directly.  
 

Christopher De Roeck 
deRoeckC@themallingschool.kent.sch.uk 

Leigh-Anne Cook 
Leigh-Anne.Cook@themallingschool.kent.sch.uk 

Joseph Burden 
Joseph.Burden@themallingschool.kent.sch.uk 

Yvonne Devine 
Yvonne.Devine@themallingschool.kent.sch.uk 

Becky Swan 
Becky.Swan@themallingschool.kent.sch.uk 
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In term 3 you will be completing a cumulative assessment for geography. It will be one assessment that will include 
questions on your term 1 and 2 learning. The topics you studied, which will appear in the assessment, are outlined 
below.  
  
Tips for preparing:  

1. Use your term 1 and term 2 curriculum booklets. Find the ‘Knowledge Organiser’ pages and use these to help you 

revise for each topic.   

2. Use the quick quizzes on the following page of the curriculum booklet to test yourself.   

3. Spend time revising the topics you know least well. Revising is an active process so writing yourself quiz 

cards/flashcards and testing yourself with them is a good method.   
  
» Topic 1 – Climate Change and Energy  

• Measuring past climate change  

• Physical causes of climate change  

• Human causes of climate change  

• Global impacts of climate change  

• Local impacts of climate change  

• The changing consumption of energy  

• Non-renewable energy type, and their positives and negatives  

• Renewable energy, and their positives and negatives  

• How different countries respond to climate change  

  
» Topic 2 – Global Superpowers  

• Superpowers of the past  

• What makes a global superpower  

• How hard power is used to gain and maintain influence  

• How soft power is used to gain and maintain influence  

• Russia’s physical geography  

• Russia’s resource power  

• Russia’s hard power  

 

 
 

GEOGRAPHY 



 

 
 
 

During Term 2 and Term 4 you will complete a cumulative assessment in History. These assessments will look at all 
of the topics you will have studied up until that point   

 Tips for preparing:  

1. Use your knowledge organisers to revise the key terms and information. You have a knowledge organiser 
and relevant application questions in each of the curriculum booklets, per topic.   

2. Use the activities you have completed in your curriculum booklets in class to remind yourself of the 
most important information.  

3. You will find BBC Bitesize useful for revising content if there is any you are unsure about or if you have 
missed any content https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39  

Topics Covered Terms 1-4:  

• Enquiry 1: What can the experiences of suffragettes from Kent tell us about the Women’s suffrage 
movement?   

• Enquiry 2: What led to the outbreak of war in 1914?  

• Enquiry 3: How accurate is the interpretation of ‘Lions led by donkeys’?   

• Enquiry 4: Why did fascists gain support in the interwar years?   

• Enquiry 5: Why did communism fail to deliver on its promises?  

• Enquiry 6: What are the similarities and differences between communism and fascism?   

• Enquiry 7: What does the Battle of Stalingrad reveal about the Second World War?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HISTORY 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39


 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Please see below a guide on how the maths department structure assessments, how you will know that your child 
has an upcoming assessment and what your child needs to do in order to prepare for the assessment. 
 
There are approximately 12-14 units of work for each year group taught with an approach where the pace of the 
lesson matches the students rather than being pre-prescribed, therefore each class will complete assessments at a 
time which is right for them. The assessments are completed in class under timed exam conditions. There will be a 
cumulative assessment at the end of the school year to establish what learning over time has been achieved.  
 
When your child completes a unit of work, they are informed that in 2 weeks’ time they will sit their end of unit 
assessment and part of their homework will be to revise for this.  As this is set as their homework you will be 
informed of this through the Bromcom app and can begin to support your child with this revision.  
 
To prepare for their assessment your child should use the curriculum booklet which they will be bringing home 
(these can also be found on Teams and downloaded from our website).  In this is a list of content of the unit which 
has been covered.  It has steps to success which you can use to support your child in understanding the methods 
needed to answer the questions that will be on their assessment, worked examples to further support 
understanding. 
 
Key vocabulary which is needed to be able to interpret the question being asked.  Your child will also have their 
homework booklet which can enhance their revision further. Websites which can be used are Sparx, Corbettmaths, 
Maths Genie, YouTube to name a few, using their search engines and the list of content will provide you with video 
links, worked solutions and exam questions for further practice in preparation.  

 

 

  

MATHS 

https://www.themallingschool.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum+Overview&pid=140


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the start of term 3 you will have a written cumulative assessment in your music and drama lessons. This will test 
you on your knowledge and understanding of the keywords taught in terms 1 and 2.  
 

Your teacher will have given you back your term 1 and 2 workbooks and you should use these to revise from. Have a 
look at your low stakes tests in your booklets to see if you can identify the keywords that you are not confident with 
and begin with these.  
 

Use the following tips for revision to help you:  
 

▪ Read through the keywords  
 

▪ Cover up the meaning of the word and test yourself   
 

▪ Cover up the keyword and see if you can write down the keyword  
 

▪ Ask someone at home to test you  
  
For music, pay particular attention to the different instruments we use for Just Play (drum kit, guitar, ukulele, bass 
guitar and keyboard), especially how they are played and the different parts of the instruments, as well as the 
keywords about chords, chord sequences and the musical elements. 
  
Once completed, your score for your written cumulative assessment will be added to the score for your practical 
assessment which you have done in class this term, giving you an overall grade.  
 

 

  

MUSIC 



 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cumulative assessments are completed after Motion and Health & Disease. Your teacher will inform you of the date. 
In each assessment, you can be assessed on anything you have studied up to that point. When you move into Y10, 
your cumulative assessments will also include topics you have studied in Y9.  
  
Tips for preparing:  

1. Use your curriculum and exercise books to check what you need to know.  
2. Use the quizzes on BBC bitesize (BBC Bitesize) to test yourself.  
3. Spend time revising the topic you know least well.  Revising is an active process so writing yourself quiz 

cards/flashcards and testing yourself with them is a good method.  This link takes you to a short video on 
how to use flashcards:  Flashcards & the Leitner system.  

 
Green topics can be assessed in cumulative assessment 1 & 2, yellow topics can be assessed in cumulative 
assessment 2 only. White topics are taught in year 9 but following cumulative assessment 2. These may appear in 
cumulative assessments in year 10. 
  

Topic Curriculum booklet CGP Revision Guide BBC Bitesize link 

Higher Foundation 

Cells & Microscopy Introduction to cells 11-14 11-14 Cell structure 

States of Matter & 
Separating Techniques 

Pure & Impure substances 97-104 96-103 States of Matter & Mixtures  

Motion & Forces Motion 145-155 145-155 Scalar & Vector 
Motion 

Newton's Laws 

Atomic Structure & 
Periodic table 

Atomic structure & ion 
formation 

78-82 78-82 Atomic Structure 
Periodic Table 

Ionic Bonding Atomic structure & ion 
formation 

83-85, 76 83-85 Ionic Compounds 

Energy Conservation of energy 156-162 156-163 Energy 

Communicable diseases Health and disease 39-43 39-43 Communicable diseases 
Treating, Curing & Preventing 

Diseases 
Making medicines 

Non-communicable 
diseases 

Health and disease 44-46 44-46 Non-communicable diseases 

Covalent Bonding Covalent and Metallic 
bonding 

86-87 86-88 Simple Molecules 
Giant Covalent 

Metallic Bonding Covalent and Metallic 
bonding 

88 89 Metals & Non-metals 

Rates of Reactions Measuring chemical 
reactions 1 

128-133 127-132 Rates of Reaction 

Exothermic & 
Endothermic Reactions 

Measuring chemical 
reactions 2 

134-136 133-135 Energy Changes in Reactions  

Waves Understanding Waves 164-167 165-169 Waves 

Ecosystems Ecosystems 1 67-70 66-69 Ecosystems 

 

SCIENCE 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C20EvKtdJwQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zg9mk2p/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9766yc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zgcp7p3/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2x9v9q/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3rhqhv/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqgm8mn/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z36cfcw/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9fwrwx/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z39ww6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zts9y4j/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwtgpbk/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwtgpbk/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zx3wgdm/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8pcsrd/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqrxdxs/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zspxdxs/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcrvtv4/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcyjcj6/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zg84y4j/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsb44qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztvrrwx

