
Year 7 Curriculum Overview
Subject Half-term 1 Half-term 2 Half-term 3 Half-term 4 Half-term 5 Half-term 6 Careers links Cross-curricular links

Maths NUMBER SKILLS - students will consolidate 

primary learning of place value and 

calculations to provide a stable 

foundation for their secondary journey.

NEGATIVES and FRACTIONS - students will 

extend their numeracy skil ls to include 

negative numbers and fractions.  

INDICES and ALGEBRA - students will 

continue to extend their number 

knowledge by identify square and cube 

numbers an laws of indices.  Basic algebra 

is taught to begin building the foundations.

ALGEBRA and MEASURES - algebra 

knowledge is further extended to solving 

equations and students will learn to round 

and estimate as well as converting units of 

measure.

SHAPES - students will learn to calculate 

and use area of quadrilaterals, triangles 

and circles and begin to look at 

Pythagoras' theorem.

FRACTIONS, DECIMALS and PERCENTAGES - students 

will learn the connection between the three different 

representations and how to move between each.

We encourage students to understand that Maths is 

essential in underpinning the skil ls required to gain 

any meaningful employment not only as a 

qualification, but as a skil lset as well. The curriculum 

booklets are the foundation of our students learning 

journey within Maths at TMS. Within the curriculum 

booklets, students are given the opportunity to 

consistently reflect on the application of the maths 

that they are learning within real-life contextual 

scenarios, always including potential professions that 

would util ise these skil ls. 

Having a fundamental understanding of numbers 

and how to accurately calculate with them is part of 

the foundation of numerous other subjects. Firstly, 

being confident and fluent in their number work can 

be an essential part of being able to read and use a 

recipe in Food Technology. Being able to calculate 

with recipe values to account for the number of 

proportions they wish to make with their given recipe. 

Secondly, an understanding of general place value 

will help them to understand facts and figures that 

they will be exposed to in history and geography, 

such as the number of deaths during a war to the 

increase in percentage of the population year on 

year. Algebra provides the students with the tools to 

problem solve and are actively encouraged to use 

these skil ls.

English TERM 5: We begin our l iterary analysis 

study through a whistle-stop tour of great 

literature from Beowulf to Angie Thomas. 

This is an important skil l that teaches 

students how to read texts carefully, make 

inferences about writers’ intentions, and 

evaluate the words and techniques writers 

use. We encourage students   have their 

own opinions on texts, and to echo the 

skil ls of writers in their own work.  

TERM 6: We read Frankenstein by Philip Pullman, an 

accessible play based on Mary Shelley’s classic tale 

about what it means to be human. Students take on 

roles within the play and there is a lot of discussion 

about big ideas such as freedom and confinement 

and belief systems. We continue to hone our l iterary 

analysis skil ls, ensuring that students have a good 

foundation ready for Year 8. 

Our Y7 curriculum lays the foundation of 

communication skil ls – verbal and written – which is 

vital in any sphere of work.  We encourage students 

to think critically, independently, aware that these 

‘soft skil ls’ are vital to open any door to any career. 

Reading and writing are essential for all students to 

access the wider curriculum. Where necessary, we 

implement a bespoke reading intervention 

programme so that students can fil l any gaps from 

primary school. The skil ls we employ in English - 

speaking, l istening, thinking critically, are all 

transferable in the wider curriculum. 

Science Introduction to Science, Energy and States 

of Matter: Students begin the year by 

learning what science is and how scientific 

theories are developed using evidence. 

They develop essential practical skil ls, 

including measuring accurately and 

converting between units. Students are 

introduced to energy, exploring how it is 

stored and transferred, before 

investigating the particle model to explain 

the properties of solids, l iquids and gases, 

changes of state and heating and cooling.

Atoms, Elements, Compounds and 

Mixtures: Students develop their practical 

investigation skil ls before learning about 

the structure of matter. They explore 

atoms, elements, compounds and 

mixtures, and learn techniques for 

separating mixtures. Students begin to 

distinguish between physical and 

chemical changes and investigate the 

law of conservation of mass during 

chemical reactions.

Chemical Changes and How Plants Work: 

Students build on their understanding of 

chemical reactions by representing them 

using word and symbol equations. They 

then move into biology, studying plant 

structure and function, plant cells, 

photosynthesis and diffusion. Practical 

work develops their microscopy skil ls and 

ability to collect, present and interpret 

data.

How animals work: Students explore the 

organisation of l iving organisms, from cells 

to organ systems. They investigate 

respiration, exercise and how the body 

obtains and uses energy. Students 

compare plant and animal cells, study 

specialised cells and tissues, and learn 

about human reproduction. Practical 

investigations continue to develop 

experimental design and data analysis 

skil ls.

Forces and motion: Students are 

introduced to contact and non-contact 

forces and investigate how balanced and 

unbalanced forces affect motion. They 

learn how simple machines such as levers 

can make work easier, calculate speed 

and interpret distance-time graphs to 

describe the movement of objects.

Chemical Reactions: Building on earlier chemistry 

topics, students investigate the reactivity of different 

elements and explore oxidation, thermal 

decomposition and the extraction of metals. They 

are introduced to acids and alkalis and study how 

acids react with metals and metal hydroxides, l inking 

their observations to the particle model and 

chemical equations.

Throughout Year 7, students develop the practical 

and analytical skil ls used by scientists, engineers and 

technicians across a wide range of industries. They 

learn how to plan investigations, collect and analyse 

data, communicate scientific ideas and evaluate 

evidence. Career links are embedded throughout the 

curriculum, highlighting how scientific knowledge 

underpins careers in healthcare, engineering, 

environmental science, laboratory research, 

agriculture and many other STEM professions.

Science draws upon knowledge and skil ls from a 

range of subjects. Students regularly apply 

mathematical skil ls when measuring, calculating 

averages, converting units, plotting graphs and 

interpreting data. Links with geography are explored 

through topics such as energy resources, materials 

and the environment, while biology supports learning 

in physical education through respiration and 

exercise. Students also develop literacy by using 

scientific vocabulary accurately and constructing 

evidence-based explanations.

Geography Global and Local Geography - students 

will start by recapping global geography, 

including continents and oceans. students 

will then investigate UK and local 

geography, making links between local 

history and geography.

Weather and Climate Change - students 

will focus on understanding the water 

cycle, including key terms such as 

condensation and evaporation. This will 

then be linked to global climate change 

and extreme weather events such as 

hurricanes and 

flooding.

Ecosystems - This topic introduces students 

to the variety of biomes and ecosystems 

that exist on Earth. students will 

understand what a biome is and where 

they are found. This topic has a particular 

focus on tropical rainforests, deserts, 

temperate deciduous forests and tundra. 

Finally, we will investigate how biomes will 

cope with future climate change. 

Equatorial Africa - students will investigate 

the region of Equatorial Africa, assigning a 

sense of place to the region. We will 

investigate the physical and human 

geography of the region, the resources 

found in the region, with a deeper focus on 

Nigeria and the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo.

The Middle East and Egypt - Students will 

investigate the region of the Middle East, 

with a particular focus on Egypt. The topic 

begins with the physical geography of the 

region before examining the human 

geography of the area. The topic looks at 

the importance of oil as a resource, trade 

and the Suez Canal and the importance of 

the River Nile.

The Indian Ocean - This topic covers a wide range of 

topics, from ocean plastics and piracy to overfishing 

and uncontacted

tribes.

Geography equips students with analytical, problem-

solving and decision-making skil ls that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skil ls support pathways 

into environmental science, conservation, urban 

planning, surveying, architecture, meteorology, 

geology, teaching and international development, 

while also preparing students for any profession that 

values critical thinking, data analysis and an 

understanding of global issues.

Geography has strong links with Science through the 

study of climate change, ecosystems, natural 

hazards and environmental processes. It also 

supports maths through data handling, statistics and 

graph interpretation, Computing through digital 

mapping and data analysis, and Citizenship by 

developing an understanding of sustainability, global 

issues and responsible decision-making.

History students will begin to be exposed to and develop 

historical skil ls that will benefit them in a variety of 

careers. Through enquiries that focus on 

interpretations, students will develop knowledge 

about the role and work of historians. students will 

also be exposed to other careers in History. For 

example, the Eleanor enquiry will require students to 

put together a museum board as part of their 

assessment. There will be in-lesson links to the role 

that museum curators have in developing exhibits. 

History has strong links with English through reading, 

writing, source analysis and the development of 

extended responses. It also supports Geography by 

exploring how place and environment have shaped 

societies, RE through the study of beliefs and religion, 

and Citizenship by developing an understanding of 

democracy, justice, diversity and the impact of 

historical events on the modern world.

Spanish Phonics and introductions.

students begin their secondary languages 

education with a thorough introduction to 

the phonic system of the target language. 

Throughout the year this is revisited with 

each new set of language chunks to 

ensure that students have the skil ls to both 

produce and understand the spoken 

language. Students learn greetings, how 

to introduce themselves, say how they are 

and where they live. They also learn to 

talk about family members, age, brothers 

and sisters, and begin describing 

personality.

Grammar includes possessive adjectives, 

masculine and feminine adjectives, and 

early use of ser.

Age and birthday.

Students learn numbers 1-31, months and 

birthdays, then move on to talking about 

pets and describing them.

They continue to build confidence in short 

spoken and written descriptions.

Grammar focuses on tener, indefinite 

articles and adjectival agreement, with 

retrieval of ser and tener.

Phonics include c sounds, ñ, v and rr.

Free time activities.

Students revise content seen so far in 

preparation for the first cumulative 

assessment.

The students then go on to learn free-time 

activities and say what they like to do.

Students learn infinitive verbs and how 

infinitives are used after opinion phrases.

They begin using the present tense of 

regular -AR verbs and practise reading, 

l istening and writing skil ls.

Free time activities.

Students talk about free-time activities in 

different weather conditions and say 

which sports they do.

They begin talking about school subjects 

and use longer sentences to express ideas.

Grammar includes subordinate clauses 

with cuando (when), the verbs hacer (to 

do) and jugar (to play), cognates for 

reading inference, and estudiar.

Phonics include o, c and j sounds.

School subjects.

Students learn school subjects and give 

opinions about them. They learn the 

different school systems and compare 

timetables with those in the UK. Students 

learn to describe what facilities there are 

in their school and can describe school 

photos. Students continue to develop 

opinions and justifications.

Grammar focuses on me gusta(n) with 

article + noun, gender of nouns, and 

definite/indefinite articles such as el, la, un 

and una.

Phonics include accents, qu, c and g.

Breaktime activities.

Students learn to talk about what they do during 

break time and bring together language from the 

beginning of the year til l now.

Lessons are focused on revision and preparation for 

the end of year cumulative assessments. 

Grammar focuses on regular -ER and -IR verbs in the 

present tense.

Students practise read-aloud, writing and translation 

skil ls.

Spanish equips students with communication, cultural 

awareness and problem-solving skil ls that are valued 

in a wide range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into travel and tourism, international 

business, translation, teaching, diplomacy and 

hospitality, while also preparing students for any 

profession that values effective communication and 

global understanding.

Spanish has strong links with English through reading, 

writing, speaking and listening skil ls. It also supports 

Geography through the study of countries and 

cultures, PSHE through respect for diversity and 

global citizenship, and History by exploring the 

traditions and heritage of Spanish-speaking countries.

French Phonics and introductions.

students begin their secondary languages 

education with a thorough introduction to 

the phonic system of the target language. 

Throughout the year this is revisited with 

each new set of language chunks to 

ensure that students have the skil ls to both 

produce and understand the spoken 

language. Students learn greetings, how 

to introduce themselves, say how they are 

and where they live. They also learn to 

talk about family members, age, brothers 

and sisters, and begin describing 

personality.

Grammar includes possessive adjectives, 

masculine and feminine adjectives, and 

early use of être.

Age and birthday.

Students learn numbers 1-31, months and 

birthdays, then move on to talking about 

pets and describing them.

They continue to build confidence in short 

spoken and written descriptions.

Grammar focuses on avoir, indefinite 

articles and adjectival agreement, with 

retrieval of être and avoir.

Free time activities.

Students revise content seen so far in 

preparation for the first cumulative 

assessment. 

The students then go on to learn free-time 

activities and say what they like to do.

Students learn infinitive verbs and how 

infinitives are used after opinion phrases.

They begin using the present tense of 

regular -ER verbs and practise reading, 

l istening and writing skil ls.

Free time activities.

Students talk about free-time activities in 

different weather conditions and say 

which sports they do.

They begin talking about school subjects 

and use longer sentences to express ideas.

Grammar includes subordinate clauses 

with quand (when), the verbs faire (to do) 

and jouer (to play) and cognates for 

reading inference.

School subjects.

Students learn school subjects and give 

opinions about them. They learn the 

different school systems and compare 

timetables with those in the UK. Students 

learn to describe what facilities there are 

in their school and can describe school 

photos. Students continue to develop 

opinions and justifications.

Grammar focuses on j'aime / je n'aime pas 

with article + noun, gender of nouns, and 

definite and indefinite articles.

Breaktime activities.

Students learn to talk about what they do during 

break time and bring together language from the 

beginning of the year til l now.

Lessons are focused on revision and preparation for 

the end of year cumulative assessments. 

Grammar focuses on regular -ER and -IR verbs in the 

present tense.

Students practise read-aloud, writing and translation 

skil ls.

French equips students with communication, cultural 

awareness and problem-solving skil ls that are valued 

in a wide range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into travel and tourism, international 

business, translation, teaching, diplomacy and 

hospitality, while also preparing students for any 

profession that values effective communication and 

global understanding.

French has strong links with English through reading, 

writing, speaking and listening skil ls. It also supports 

Geography through the study of countries and 

cultures, PSHE through respect for diversity and 

global citizenship, and History by exploring the 

traditions and heritage of French-speaking countries.

Music Introduction to Music Rhythm

students explore rhythm through a range 

of practical activities including whole class 

music making and group composition 

tasks using body percussion and percussion 

instruments. They learn about the 

percussion family using a range of untuned 

instruments. They are introduced to the 

four basic note values and learn to 

recognise these. 

Instrumental Skil ls 1 – Keyboard focus 

Melody

students learn basic keyboard skil ls 

focused on the right hand initially. This 

includes exploring the functions of the 

keyboard such as changing the voice, 

adding a beat and more advanced 

features. They learn the basic five-finger 

hand position and how to find the letters 

on the keyboard. Using a range of 

keyboard tuition resources students can 

learn at their own pace, exploring a 

variety of pieces. They are introduced to 

simple music notation.

The Orchestra

students explore Beethoven’s Ode to Joy 

through listening activities and practical 

tasks. They learn about the instruments 

typically found in an orchestra, about the 

layout of the orchestra and the role of the 

conductor.

Each lesson focuses on a different 

instrumental family, building on their 

knowledge from Term 1 where they were 

introduced to the Percussion family. 

students learn the melody line for Ode to 

Joy, on the keyboard, revisiting their 

keyboard skil ls from Term 2. As a class 

they learn to play the piece together, 

learning about the role of the conductor 

and how they keep the orchestra in time. 

Some students will move on to learn the 

harmony line for the piece, or add in a 

percussion part, creating a sense of what 

playing in an orchestra is l ike.

The Carnival of the Animals

students explore some of the pieces from Saint-Saëns 

musical suite through listening and appraisal 

activities. They compose their own piece of music 

based on an animal of their choice, using the 

elements of music to enhance their work. They 

evaluate their own work and share their pieces with 

the class. They combine their knowledge and 

understanding from the previous units to create their 

pieces, composing melodies and adding harmonic 

and rhythmic parts. 

Music equips students with creativity, 

communication, collaboration and problem-solving 

skil ls that are valued in a wide range of careers. 

These skil ls support pathways into careers as 

musicians, singers, performers, composers, producers, 

conductors and instrumentalists, while also preparing 

students for professions in teaching, media and any 

career that values creativity, confidence and 

effective teamwork.

Music has strong links with maths through rhythm, 

patterns, counting and notation. It also supports 

English through listening, performance and 

communication, Drama through singing, 

performance and expression, Computing through 

music technology and digital composition, and 

History by exploring music from different cultures and 

historical periods.

Drama Drama equips students with communication, 

creativity, collaboration and problem-solving skil ls 

that are valued in a wide range of careers. These 

skil ls support pathways into acting, teaching, law, 

journalism, event management and media, while 

also preparing students for any profession that 

requires confidence, leadership and effective 

communication.

Drama has strong links with English through speaking, 

l istening, storytelling and analysing characters. It also 

supports Music through performance, rhythm and 

vocal work, PSHE through confidence, empathy and 

teamwork, and Computing through the use of digital 

music technology and creative media.

PE At this stage, learning links closely to careers that rely 

on strong foundations of communication, teamwork, 

and following structured processes, such as primary 

teaching, coaching, and roles within the leisure 

industry. Students begin to understand how rules and 

organisation underpin activities, which mirrors early 

exposure to careers in sports leadership and 

officiating.

Cross-curricular l inks are strongest with science (basic 

body functions, movement, and health), English 

(listening, following instructions, and using key 

terminology), and PSHE (respect, behaviour, and 

working with others). This phase builds the essential 

interpersonal and cognitive skil ls that underpin 

success across both academic and vocational 

pathways.

Art & Design Theme - Masks

Skil ls Progression - 

Observational drawing

Proportions 

Pencil, l ine, tone, form

Outcome - 

Pencil drawing of 

a real mask

Theme - Masks

Skil ls Progression - 

Ceramics

Rolling a slab, score & slip

glaze application 

Outcome - 

Glazed Ceramic mask 

of student's own design

Theme - Colour and Cubism

Skills Progression - 

Artist analysis Oracy

Colour theory, primary,

 secondary, tertiary

Outcome - 

Hand painted 

colour wheel

Theme - Colour and Cubism

Skills Progression - 

Composition

Paint application

Outcome - 

Cubism style 

stil l l ife

painting

Theme - Mythical Creatures

Skil ls Progression - 

Observational drawing

Composition

Outcome - 

pencil drawing 

of a mythical 

creature 

figurine

Theme - Mythical Creatures

Skil ls Progression - 

Paint application

Outcome - 

Fantasy painting 

of a mythical 

creature in a 

landscape setting

Key Stage 3 Art builds foundational skil ls in visual 

communication, material manipulation, and 

conceptual thinking. these core abilities directly feed 

into pathways such as graphic design, animation, 

architecture, fashion design, and il lustration, while 

also nurturing transferable problem-solving traits 

util ised in fields like marketing, web design, and 

product design.

Art promotes inquisitive minds and independent 

thinking by teaching students to ask open-ended 

questions, observe details, and embrace ambiguity. 

This creative framework develops cognitive muscles - 

such as visual analysis and pattern recognition-that 

seemlessly translate into subjects l ike science, maths, 

and the humanities.

By evaluating and interpreting artistic works, learners 

naturally form reasoned judgements and question 

underlying assumptions, empowering them to tackle 

complex, multidisciplinary challenges. Instead of 

relying on a single "correct" answer, the artistic 

process trains individuals to explore multiple 

perspectives and innovates solutions, fostering a 

confident, self-driven approach to all academic 

3D Art & Design Mechanical Toy 

Workshop H&S, l iteracy, Artist Study, 

Design Ideas, Card Prototyping

Skills  

Tracing, Cutting, Card Linkages, Collaging, 

Page layout, 2D Drawing Biro work, 

Blending 

Making toy, Key terminology hand tools 

and machinery - H&S training, practical 

skil ls

Skil ls  

Drawing to scale, Cutting, Sanding, 

Painting, Decorating - blending, biro work, 

characterisation Front & Back of Toy 

Decorating, Assembling, Photographing, 

Evaluating process 

Outcome 

Mechanical Toy

based on the 

artist Tim Burton  

ScrapBots

Workshop H&S, tool skil l development, 

Artist 2 study, Observational Drawing 

Skil ls  

Graph Paper drawing, Geometric Shapes, 

Elevation drawing

Workshop H&S, tool skil l development, 

Designing and Making 

Skil ls  

Working with recycled items, Cutting, 

Sanding, Wood Staining

Making ScrapBots - Constructing                                         

and Decorating of recycled parts                                                             

+ Joining + Evaluating  

Outcome - ScrapBot model  

Skil ls: Wood Staining - Polishing,                                                     

Pyrography, Rusting, Hot Gluing,                                                

Screwdriving, dowelling

KS3 3D Design lays the foundational problem-solving 

and spatial awareness skil ls needed for technical 

and creative career pathways. By mastering design 

concepts, material properties and prototyping 

students directly progress into fields like architecture, 

product and industrial design, engineering, and 

digital media.

3D Design cultivates inquisitive minds and 

independent thinking across the wider KS3 curriculum 

by teaching students to conceptualise abstract ideas 

through an iterative process of designing, 

prototyping, and testing. This hands-on-problem-

solving naturally enhances spatial awareness in 

maths, helps visualise complex scientific models, and 

builds critical analysis skil ls applicable to all subjects. 

By engaging with challenging design briefs, KS3 

students learn to evaluate their own progress 

independently and develop resil ient, solution-

oriented mindsets. 

Social Sciences 

(R.E. & Ethics)

students will explore the origins and key 

beliefs of Christianity, including the role of 

Jesus, the Bible, and how Christian 

teachings influence people’s l ives and 

moral decisions. students will investigate 

themes such as fairness, equality, pacifism, 

and revolution, comparing Christian and 

non-religious perspectives on right and 

wrong. They will also consider whether 

Jesus’ actions challenged inequality and 

what it means to stand up for change in 

society.

students will explore the key beliefs and 

practices of Judaism and Islam, including 

worship, holy books, food laws, and 

religious communities. They will investigate 

how religious beliefs can shape identity, 

influence behaviour, and guide decisions 

about fairness, forgiveness, compassion, 

and helping others. students will also 

compare religious and non-religious 

values, considering how beliefs can make 

a difference in everyday life and during 

difficult times.

students will explore how religious and non-

religious events can create belonging, 

shared identity, and community. They will 

investigate festivals and celebrations from 

Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, 

Buddhism, and Sikhism, considering how 

beliefs, traditions, and shared experiences 

unite people. students will compare 

different events and evaluate whether 

communities need celebrations and rituals 

to feel connected and supported.

students will explore the key beliefs and 

practices of Buddhism and Sikhism, 

including ideas about suffering, change, 

equality, service, and community. They 

will investigate how concepts such as the 

Four Noble Truths, the Eightfold Path, 

Sewa, and the Three Pil lars of Sikhism can 

shape identity, behaviour, and responses 

to challenges in life. students will also 

compare Buddhist and Sikh beliefs, 

considering how religious values may 

influence people’s actions and character 

in everyday life.

students will explore what it means to live 

in a diverse society, investigating changes 

in religion in Britain and the opportunities 

and challenges of l iving alongside people 

with different beliefs. They will examine 

ideas such as religious freedom, interfaith 

dialogue, migration, identity, and 

tolerance, using examples from Sikh and 

Buddhist experiences in the UK. students 

will also evaluate to what extent Britain is 

a diverse and tolerant nation, considering 

both positive examples and ongoing 

challenges.

students will explore the causes and impact of 

poverty and homelessness in the UK, considering how 

religious teachings encourage helping those in need. 

They will investigate how religious buildings such as 

churches, gurdwaras, temples, and synagogues 

support worship, community life, charity, and social 

action, before evaluating whether these buildings 

should be sold to support people living in poverty. 

students will also explore the importance of religious 

stories in modern society, considering the moral 

lessons they teach and whether these stil l matter 

today.

The Social Studies curriculum exposes students to a 

variety of career pathways, including law, policing, 

social work, charity and humanitarian work, 

environmental conservation, education, counselling, 

psychology, journalism, politics, public services, 

animal welfare, and community leadership. The 

curriculum also uses real-world examples and 

organisations, such as charities, religious communities, 

environmental projects and laws, to demonstrate 

how beliefs, ethics, and values can influence careers 

and positive social action.

The Social Studies curriculum has strong links with 

PSHE through themes such as identity, relationships, 

equality, respect, mental wellbeing, moral decision-

making, and preparing students to participate 

positively in modern British society. It also supports 

English by developing students’ speaking, l istening, 

debate, reading, and extended writing skil ls through 

discussion, interpretation of texts, evaluating 

viewpoints, and constructing balanced arguments.

Students learn how to research effectively 

using digital technologies. They develop 

the ability to search efficiently, evaluate 

the reliability of online information, and 

reference sources appropriately. These 

transferable skil ls will support learning in all 

subjects throughout their time at The 

Malling School.

Students explore the environmental 

impact of computing technologies. They 

consider both the positive contributions of 

technology, such as reducing paper use 

and improving efficiency, and the 

challenges associated with energy 

consumption, electronic waste, and 

sustainability. This encourages students to 

become responsible and informed users of 

technology.

Students are introduced to the key 

components that make up a computer 

system, including the CPU, RAM, ROM, 

motherboard, storage devices (HDDs and 

SSDs), and their individual roles. They apply 

this knowledge to compare different 

computer systems and evaluate which 

devices offer the best value and 

performance for different users and 

purposes.

Food 

Technology

Food Technology equips students with practical, 

creative and problem-solving skil ls that are valued in 

a wide range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into catering, hospitality, nutrition, food 

science, dietetics, product development, food 

manufacturing, teaching and the culinary arts, while 

also preparing students for any profession that values 

teamwork, organisation and creativity.

Food Technology has strong links with Science 

through nutrition, digestion, food groups and food 

safety. It also supports Maths through weighing, 

measuring, ratios and timings, English through 

following recipes and evaluating outcomes, and 

PSHE by promoting healthy lifestyles, independence 

and informed food choices.

Computer 

Science

Students develop the essential digital skil ls 

needed to use computers confidently and 

effectively in school. They will learn to 

navigate the school network, use 

Microsoft Teams, manage files and 

folders, and communicate professionally 

through email. These skil ls provide the 

foundation for successful learning across 

the curriculum.

Foundation Phase

By the end of Year 7, students at The Malling School will demonstrate a secure foundation in the core principles of physical activity, showing an emerging understanding of basic rules, simple tactics, and fundamental movement skil ls. They will begin to apply these within 

structured and modified game situations, developing confidence in participation and a will ingness to take risks in their learning. Students will understand the importance of effort, respect, and teamwork, consistently demonstrating the Malling School Way through positive 

engagement, resil ience when faced with challenge, and an openness to feedback as they begin to build their physical and conceptual sporting literacy.

During this unit, students develop the fundamental skil ls required to use Microsoft Word confidently and effectively. They will learn 

how to create, edit and format professional documents using a range of tools and features, including text formatting, page layout, 

images, tables and proofreading tools. These essential digital l iteracy skil ls will support students in producing high-quality work 

across the curriculum and provide a strong foundation for future use of word processing software in education and the workplace.

Students begin their programming journey by learning Python, one of the world's most widely 

used programming languages. They will become familiar with the Python development 

environment (IDLE) and learn the fundamental concepts of programming, including variables, 

user input, and output. By the end of the year, students will be able to write simple programs that 

interact with users and solve basic computational problems, providing a strong foundation for 

further study in Computer Science.

TERMS 1 AND 2 :  The Excellence Project:  a seamless transition from primary school 

l iteracy focussing on embedding an excellent working knowledge of grammar. We 

study the moving autobiography, Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah, and 

through this, work on building confidence and ability in writing. 

TERMS 3 AND 4: The study of The Odyssey by Homer. This is a popular choice with 

students who relish in the stories from the earliest l iterature including the Cyclops and 

the flawed hero Odysseus. We focus on descriptive writing, building on accurate 

writing skil ls through extended writing tasks.  At the end of the unit, students will craft 

their own piece of descriptive writing.

In Year 7, students learn about healthy eating and the dietary recommendations provided by the UK Government to support a healthy lifestyle. They explore the Eatwell Guide, what it means and how its principles can be applied to everyday food choices. Students also 

develop an understanding of the five main nutrients, their functions within the body and how nutritional requirements change throughout different stages of l ife.

Students learn about energy balance and the importance of a balanced diet, while exploring the specific dietary requirements that some people may have or choose to follow, such as vegetarian and lactose-intolerant diets. Throughout the year, they develop practical 

cooking skil ls by preparing a range of dishes including fruit salad, cupcakes, scones, fruit muffins, apple crumble, garlic bread, bread rolls, peri-peri style rice, pasta salad, tomato and pasta soup, stir-fry and chicken goujons.

The Year 7 Computing curriculum introduces students 

to the knowledge and skil ls that underpin a wide 

range of careers within the digital and technology 

sector. Developing confidence with digital 

communication, research, computer hardware and 

programming provides the foundations for future 

study in areas such as software development, 

cybersecurity, data science, artificial intell igence, 

computer engineering and IT support. Students also 

begin to understand the importance of digital 

l iteracy and responsible use of technology—skills that 

are highly valued across almost every modern 

profession, regardless of career choice.

Computing supports learning across the wider 

curriculum by developing essential digital, analytical 

and problem-solving skil ls. Students apply effective 

research techniques that enhance work in subjects 

such as History, Geography, Science and English, 

while programming strengthens logical thinking and 

mathematical reasoning. Learning about computer 

hardware complements topics in Science and Design 

& Technology, and discussions around environmental 

sustainability reinforce themes explored in 

Geography. The use of Microsoft Teams and email 

also promotes organisation, communication and 

collaboration, enabling students to engage 

effectively with learning across all subject areas.

students will examine the following substantive themes; power and authority, empire, persecution and resistance, religion/beliefs and ideology, society and ordinary people as well as war and conquest. These are themes which will be present across Key Stage Three. 

Each enquiry is built around a specific disciplinary concept: 

1 – Sources: What did the Romans do for Britain?

2 – Interpretations: Why have historians challenged the term ‘dark ages’?

3 – Causation: What drove Baghdad’s thirst for knowledge? 

4 – Sim and Diff: What similarities and differences were there between England and Baghdad in the Middle Ages?

5 – Causation: Why did Will iam win the Battle of Hastings?

6 – Change and Continuity: How disruptive were the Normans in England? 

7 – Significance: Who held power in Medieval England? 

8 – Significance: What does the life of Eleanor of Aquitaine reveal about the Medieval world? 

9 – Interpretations: How should we tell the story of Mansa Musa? 

10 – Consequences: What were the consequences of the Black Death?

11 – Causation: Did the Spanish conquer the Aztecs for God, Glory or Gold? 

12 – Consequences: What were the consequences of the Spanish conquest of the Aztecs? 

Introduction to Find Your Voice

students will learn the fundamentals of healthy singing, including posture, breathing, vocal warm-ups, diction, pitch matching and vocal care. They will explore how the voice 

works and develop an understanding of how good technique supports vocal performance. Throughout the unit, students will be encouraged to sing safely and confidently 

within their vocal range.

Introduction to Music Technology 

students will learn how computers can be used to create music. They will be introduced to a 

DAW (digital audio workstation) as a tool for producing and composing music. 

students will learn about loops and how pre-existing loops can be manipulated to create music. 

They will learn about layering, and the role of the rhythmic, harmonic and melodic lines.

They will learn how to use a Patterns Beatmaker to make their own drum beat.

students will learn how to use a MIDI keyboard, exploring how to play and record their own 

music into the DAW and then how to manipulate it.

Instrumental Skil ls 2 – Ukulele focus Harmony

students are introduced to the ukulele and to the concept of chords. They begin with 

learning two chords, building on these each lesson allowing them to play a range of 

different repertoire. 

students learn how to read chord diagrams and to interpret these, preparing them for 

future learning when they may choose to play guitar or bass guitar. 

They learn about basic chord theory, the difference between major and minor chords 

and experience playing as a class with a focus on timing and awareness of their own 

part within the ensemble.



Year 8 Curriculum Overview
Subject Half-term 1 Half-term 2 Half-term 3 Half-term 4 Half-term 5 Half-term 6 Careers links Cross-curricular links

Maths EXPRESSIONS and ANGLES - Students build 

on their foundational knowledge of 

algebra to apply laws of indices and to 

factorise and write expressions. They 

begin to look at angles in depth, to 

include basic angle knowledge and 

extend it to angles facts in quadrilaterals 

and in parallel lines.

ANGLES and FORMULAE - Students 

complete their work on angles by solving 

problems involving angles. Students will 

move on to look at formulae, how to 

write, substitute into and rearrange.

AREA and VOLUME - Students apply 

knowledge of area formulae to calculate 

the area and volume of all shapes. 

Including in this are lengths expressed as 

algebraic expressions

EQUATIONS and NUMBER THEORY Students 

will learn to solve algebraic equations 

and apply this to problem solving 

situations, including building on surface 

area and volume. In addition to this the 

Students will learn about key properties of 

number and how these can be applied to 

solve problems.

SEQUENCE and COORDINATES. Students 

will learn how to recognise patterns and 

sequences, including sequences such as 

Fibonacci and triangular numbers. They 

will learn how to find an algebraic 

expression to represent the sequence. This 

is then used to understand coordinates 

and their relationships on a straight line.

GRAPHS and STATISTICS. Students will learn 

to plot graphs and match equations to 

different types of graphs by understanding 

the properties of the graphs. They will 

then move on to statistical diagrams 

which they will learn to interpret and use.

We encourage students to recognise that 

Maths underpins a wide range of careers 

and is an essential life skill as well as a 

valuable qualification. Our curriculum 

booklets form the foundation of learning 

at TMS, helping students apply 

mathematical concepts to real-life 

contexts through regular "Big Picture" 

activities linked to different professions. 

Students are encouraged to become 

fluent mathematicians and confident 

communicators by developing their 

mathematical vocabulary and explaining 

their reasoning both verbally and in 

writing. In Year 8, topics such as algebra 

introduce students to careers including 

medicine, economics, computer 

programming and engineering.

As students develop their skills in plotting, 

reading and interpreting graphs, they 

strengthen links with Geography through 

the analysis of data such as population 

and climate, and with Science through 

the use of graphs to present and interpret 

experimental results. During Year 8, 

students also begin using algebraic 

formulae, reinforcing mathematical 

concepts that are applied across the 

sciences. Their study of algebra and 

graphs also introduces links to Business 

and Economics, helping students 

appreciate how Maths is used to analyse 

data and solve real-world problems 

across a range of subjects.

English English equips students with 

communication, critical thinking and 

analytical skills that are valued in a wide 

range of careers. Students develop the 

confidence to communicate effectively, 

think critically, present ideas clearly and 

build empathy through exploring a range 

of texts and characters. These skills 

support pathways into journalism, law, 

publishing, teaching, marketing, media 

and public relations, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

effective communication and problem-

solving.

English has strong links across the 

curriculum by developing students' ability 

to read critically, think analytically and 

communicate effectively. The reading, 

writing, speaking and listening skills 

developed in English are applied in 

subjects such as History, Geography, 

Science and Religious Studies, where 

students analyse sources, evaluate 

evidence and present well-structured 

written and verbal responses.

Science The Human Body: Students build on their 

knowledge of cells and organ systems by 

studying the structure and function of the 

human body. They investigate the 

skeleton, muscles, breathing, gas 

exchange and digestion, before exploring 

the importance of a balanced diet and 

how lifestyle choices can affect health 

and wellbeing.

Earth and Space, and Waves: Students 

develop their investigative skills before 

exploring the dynamic processes that 

shape our planet, including the rock 

cycle, Earth's resources, the atmosphere 

and our place within the universe. They 

then study waves, learning how sound 

and light travel, how waves behave at 

boundaries, and how lenses enable us to 

form images and see colour.

Rates of Reaction and Energy Changes, 

and Variation, Inheritance and 

Reproduction: Students investigate the 

factors that affect the speed of chemical 

reactions and explore energy changes 

during reactions. They then move into 

biology, learning how inherited and 

environmental variation influence 

survival and evolution. Students also study 

DNA, reproduction and human 

development, building an understanding 

of how characteristics are passed from 

one generation to the next. Practical 

investigations continue to develop 

scientific enquiry skills.

Electricity and Magnetism: Students are 

introduced to electric circuits, current 

and resistance, investigating how 

electrical components behave in series 

circuits. They also explore static 

electricity, magnetic fields and the 

everyday applications of magnets and 

electromagnets, developing their 

understanding of how electricity and 

magnetism are closely linked.

Plants, the Environment and Using Energy: 

Students build on their knowledge of 

plants by exploring reproduction, 

photosynthesis and the role plants play in 

sustaining ecosystems. They investigate 

relationships between organisms, the 

impact of human activity on the 

environment and the importance of 

microorganisms. Students then study 

energy resources, energy use in the home 

and the transfer of energy by forces.

Using Forces: Students continue to 

develop their practical investigation skills 

while extending their understanding of 

forces. They investigate weight, springs 

and Hooke's Law, calculate pressure in 

solids, liquids and gases, and explore how 

forces can be increased or reduced in 

everyday situations through scientific 

principles.

Throughout Year 8, students continue to 

develop the practical, analytical and 

problem-solving skills used across a wide 

range of scientific and technical careers. 

They learn how to plan investigations, 

interpret evidence and communicate 

scientific ideas while exploring topics 

linked to healthcare, environmental 

science, geology, engineering, 

astronomy, renewable energy and 

laboratory science. Career links are 

embedded throughout the curriculum to 

demonstrate how science is applied in 

the real world.

Science continues to strengthen links with 

other curriculum areas. Students apply 

mathematical skills when calculating 

rates, energy transfers, pressure and 

electrical quantities, as well as presenting 

and analysing data using graphs. 

Geography links are developed through 

topics such as Earth systems, natural 

resources, climate and environmental 

sustainability, while physical education is 

supported through learning about the 

human body, respiration and healthy 

lifestyles. Students also continue to 

develop scientific literacy by using 

precise vocabulary and constructing 

evidence-based explanations.

Geography Population and Migration - Students will 

understand how population can change, 

the trends and patterns of these changes 

and how they occur. Case studies will 

include China's one child policy and 

Singapore's "Three or More" policy. 

Students will then investigate the causes 

of and issues caused by migration.

Settlements - Students will examine what 

facts are imperative when establishing a 

settlement. We will then investigate 

megacities and compare and contrast 

Manchester to Indian cities.

Development, Industry and Trade - 

Students will use their knowledge from the 

previous two terms to understand the 

process of development, its causes and 

impacts. This is then linked to industry and 

trade.

Tectonics - Students will investigate 

tectonic processes and their impacts. This 

will include Earthquakes, tsunamis and 

volcanoes.

Coasts - Students will begin to understand 

the characteristics and features of coasts. 

This will be done using a case study 

approach. Students will understand the 

issues coasts face and how these can be 

managed.

Italy - Students will investigate the 

population structure and level of 

development within Italy. We will 

compare the north and south of Italy and 

how to manage issues of 

underdevelopment in the south.

The Year 8 geography curriculum exposes 

students to a variety of job roles, including 

town planning, conservation and 

sustainability, tourism, geology and 

disaster management. The curriculum 

also uses examples of organisations, such 

as the Environment Agency, to 

demonstrate the importance of coastal 

management. 

The Year 8 curriculum has strong cross-

curricular links with history. 

We investigate how population and 

migration change over time and 

the driving forces behind both. We 

investigate the historic site factors 

which cause the location of ancient 

settlements. Links to the science 

curriculum are evident in the study of 

geography and the rock cycle in 

the coasts topic and the tectonics topic.

History Students will begin to be exposed to and 

develop historical skills that will benefit 

them in a variety of careers. Through 

enquiries that focus on interpretations, 

students will develop knowledge about 

the role and work of historians.

There are links to a wide variety of 

subjects. For example, Enquiry 1 will get 

the Students to examine aspects of 

Catholicism that will demonstrate links 

with ethics/social sciences. Enquiry 5 links 

with topics in geography such as 

urbanisation. 

Spanish Extended family.

Students revisit and extend family 

language, describe physical appearance, 

describe other people, and say what their 

home is like.

They practise writing and listening through 

short descriptions of families, people and 

places.

Grammar includes mi/mis, llamarse, 

adjective agreement, ser vs tener, 

intensifiers and estar.

Phonics include ll, silent h, rr, v, j, ua and 

ñ.

Photo description and festivals.

Students learn to describe photos (a skill 

needed for GCSE) and deepen cultural 

knowledge through food and 

celebrations in the Spanish-speaking 

world.

They learn about regional foods and 

festivals, then revise content from Year 7 

to date in preparation for a cumulative 

assessment.

Grammar reinforces ser vs estar and 

accurate descriptions.

Phonics include o, ue, z/ci/ce, j and ll.

Where I live.

Students learn to describe what there is in 

a town or city, say where they go and at 

what time, order in a café, and talk about 

future plans.

Grammar includes articles for 

some/a/many, the present tense of ir, 

stem-changing querer, and the near 

future tense voy a + infinitive.

Phonics include c, u, h and qu.

Consolidation.

Students consolidate adjectival 

agreement, word order, the present tense 

and the future tense.

They then begin a holiday topic, 

describing where they went, how they 

travelled and what they did in 

preparation for year 9. 

Grammar introduces the preterite tense 

of ir and regular -AR verbs in the past 

tense.

Students practise speaking, translation 

and short past-tense writing tasks.

Holidays.

Students continue the holiday topic by 

describing a memorable day and giving 

opinions about how a holiday was.

They develop longer reading, listening, 

speaking and writing responses about 

past events.

Grammar focuses on the preterite of -ER 

and -IR verbs and the preterite of ser.

Students use opinion phrases and 

adjectives to justify views about a past 

holiday.

Holidays.

Students prepare and present a past 

holiday in Spanish, then revise earlier 

content from this and last year.

They complete cumulative assessments 

and finish with cultural lessons and 

quizzes.

Assessment preparation includes read-

aloud, conversation questions, translation 

and 30-40 word writing across three 

tenses.

Students practise speaking fluency, 

memorisation strategies and exam-style 

writing skills.

Spanish equips students with 

communication, cultural awareness and 

problem-solving skills that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skills support 

pathways into hospitality, travel and 

tourism, customer service, international 

business, translation and teaching, while 

also preparing students for any profession 

that values effective communication and 

global understanding.

Spanish has strong links with Geography 

through exploring countries and cultures 

where the language is spoken. It also 

supports Food Technology by learning 

about traditional cuisine, PE through 

healthy lifestyles and sports, and PSHE by 

promoting cultural understanding, global 

citizenship and respectful 

communication.

French Free time and weather.

Students talk about free time, weather 

and seasons.

They learn to say which sports they play 

and practise using jouer à.

They describe activities they do using the 

verb faire.

They continue building pronunciation 

confidence through key French sounds.

Free time.	

Students broaden their knowledge of 

sport in French-speaking countries.

They give opinions about what they like 

doing, using aimer plus the infinitive.

They form and answer questions in 

French.

They develop speaking skills by preparing 

interview-style responses and consolidate 

vocabulary and grammar from the 

module.

Family life	

Students describe their family and talk 

about animals.

They use higher numbers and possessive 

adjectives such as my and your.

They describe where they live and extend 

sentences with detail.

They begin using the nous form of regular -

er verbs.

Consolidation.

Students consolidate adjectival 

agreement, word order, the present tense 

and the future tense.

They then begin a holiday topic, 

describing where they went, how they 

travelled and what they did in 

preparation for year 9. 

Grammar introduces the preterite tense 

of ir and regular -ER verbs in the past 

tense.

Students practise speaking, translation 

and short past-tense writing tasks.

Holidays.	

Students talk about school holidays and 

revise key verbs such as avoir and etre.

They say what they did during the 

holidays using the perfect tense of regular 

-er verbs.

They describe a visit to a theme park and 

start using the perfect tense of common 

irregular verbs.

They build confidence in recounting past 

events in French.

Holidays.	

Students say where they went and how 

they travelled, including verbs that take 

etre in the perfect tense.

They identify and use negatives in the 

perfect tense.

They ask and answer questions about 

holidays.

They combine present and perfect tenses 

to talk about holidays more fluently, with 

revision and consolidation of vocabulary 

and grammar.

French equips students with 

communication, cultural awareness and 

problem-solving skills that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skills support 

pathways into hospitality, travel and 

tourism, customer service, international 

business, translation and teaching, while 

also preparing students for any profession 

that values effective communication and 

global understanding.

French has strong links with Geography 

through exploring countries and cultures 

where the language is spoken. It also 

supports Food Technology by learning 

about traditional cuisine, PE through 

healthy lifestyles and sports, and PSHE by 

promoting cultural understanding, global 

citizenship and respectful 

communication.

Music Instrumental Skills 3 – Keyboard Focus 

Harmony

Students are introduced to the role of the 

left hand on the keyboard and learn how 

to play a range of major and minor 

chords.

This builds on their knowledge from Year 7 

Keyboard Skills and Ukulele skills. 

They play a range of pieces using the 

Learn to Play resources from Musical 

Futures.

Students will play as a class, revisiting and 

developing their ensemble playing skills.

Instrumental Skills 4 - Keyboard Focus 

Melody and Harmony Students select a 

piece from a range of options to focus 

on. They begin by learning how to play 

the melody line of the piece, ensuring 

they can play with a sense of fluency. 

They then add in the left-hand part, using 

root note chords initially and then 

expanding these to triads. 

They work with independence to learn 

the piece at their own pace, 

demonstrating the skills they have learnt 

over Year 7 and 8 so far.

Film Music Part 1: Sound Effects

Students learn about how and why music 

is included in films. They learn about 

diegetic and non-diegetic music, as well 

as the role of the Foley artist. Working in 

groups they create the sound effects for a 

short film clip, focusing on selecting the 

best sound and ensuring their timing is 

accurate.

Film Music Part 2: Music to build tension

Students learn about the role of music to 

create atmosphere in films, developing 

their understanding of well-known film 

scores such as Jaws and Lord of the Rings. 

They use keyboards and other instruments 

to compose music to add atmosphere to 

the film clip, learning about chromatic 

notes, as well as major, minor and 

diminished chords to help build tension.

Just Play: Introduction Band Skills

This unit begins with Chair drumming to 

teach the elements of the drum kit and to 

revisit the work from Year 7 around 

rhythm. This is then used to build 

knowledge of the rhythm section of a 

band, looking at the roles of the bass 

guitar and rhythm guitar. Students are 

then introduced to the instruments they 

can choose from for Just Play – keyboard, 

ukulele, guitar and bass guitar. They use 

the lessons this term to try out a variety of 

instruments, learning about how they are 

played and how to understand the chord 

diagrams. They build on their ensemble 

playing skills from Year 7 and 8, playing 

Just Play: Part 1

Students select which instrument they 

wish to focus on and stick to the chosen 

instrument for the whole term. Working as 

a class they learn basic skills on their 

chosen instrument, including simplified 

chords, rhythmic patterns and develop 

their ability to play as part of an 

ensemble. There are opportunities for 

Students to take on the role of the 

drummer, or as singers, to complete the 

class band. 

Each lesson builds on the previous lesson, 

introducing new chords and expanding 

the repertoire available to play. 

Music equips students with creativity, 

communication, collaboration and 

problem-solving skills that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skills support 

pathways into careers as musicians, 

performers, composers, songwriters, 

producers, Foley artists and directors, 

while also preparing students for 

professions in teaching, media and any 

career that values creativity, confidence 

and effective teamwork.

Music has strong links with Maths through 

rhythm, sequences, patterns and musical 

notation. It also supports English through 

lyric writing, rhyme and poetry, and Film 

and Media through composition, 

soundtracks and the use of music to 

create mood and atmosphere.

Art and Design Theme - Portraits

Skills Progression - 

Observational drawing

Proportions 

Pencil, line, tone, form

Outcome - 

Pencil drawing of 

a person's head and 

shoulders

Theme - Surrealism

Skills Progression - 

Artist Analysis Oracy

Creative thinking

Outcome - 

Transposition eye

Juxtaposition lightbulb

Metamorphic hand

Theme - Surrealism

Skills Progression - 

Composition

creative thinking

Outcome - 

Pencil drawing of a 

person with 3 planets 

in the background and 

the head morphed into 

something else

Theme - Surrealism

Skills Progression - 

Composition

Painting

Outcome - 

Painting of a person 

with 3 planets in 

the background 

and the head 

morphed into 

something else

Theme - Surrealism

Skills Progression - 

Ceramics Thumb pots

Outcome - 

Ceramics Saturn planter

Theme - Surrealism

Skills Progression - 

Textiles 3D needle felting

Outcome- 

3D needle felted

object from the 

painting

Key Stage 3 Art builds foundational skills in 

visual communication, material 

manipulation, and conceptual thinking. 

These core abilities directly feed into 

pathways such as graphic design, 

animation, architecture, fashion design, 

and illustration, while also nurturing 

transferable problem-solving traits utilised 

in fields like marketing, web design, and 

product design.

Art promotes inquisitive minds and 

independent thinking by teaching 

students to ask open-ended questions, 

observe details, and embrace ambiguity. 

This creative framework develops 

cognitive muscles - such as visual 

analysis and pattern recognition-that 

seamlessly translate into subjects like 

science, Maths, and the humanities.

By evaluating and interpreting artistic 

works, learners naturally form reasoned 

judgements and question underlying 

assumptions, empowering them to tackle 

complex, multidisciplinary challenges. 

Instead of relying on a single "correct" 

answer, the artistic process trains 

individuals to explore multiple 

perspectives and innovate solutions, 

fostering a confident, self-driven 

approach to all academic disciplines.

P.E. As students develop greater control and 

understanding, links begin to emerge with 

careers that require applied knowledge 

and decision making, such as sports 

coaching, fitness instruction, and entry-

level roles in sport and recreation. 

Students start to connect what they do 

physically with why they do it, reflecting 

early links to sports science and health-

related professions

Cross-curricular connections become 

more explicit with science (muscles, 

movement, and fitness components), 

maths (scoring systems, data tracking, 

and basic performance analysis), and 

geography (space, positioning, and 

environmental awareness in activities). 

This phase supports students in beginning 

to think more analytically about 

performance and decision making.
Drama Physical Theatre - Using Life of Pi as a 

basis students will explore how a story can 

be told purely through movement. 

Students will focus on how they can 

change the emotion of a scene by how 

they represent themselves physically.

Musical Theatre - Students will be 

involved in choreographing movement 

to a selected song from musical theatre 

working as a whole group to perform.

Scripted Performance - Students will 

receive an overview of the plot but will 

focus their attention on a particular scene 

of this play. Working in small groups they 

will learning about staging, movement 

and showing emotions to bring this scene 

to life.

Devised Theatre - An opportunity to 

create and improve performances based 

around Aesop’s Fables. Students will look 

at the structure of a performance and 

how that can affect the audience as well 

as reinterpreting the story for modern 

audiences.

Classical Theatre and Theatre Technology 

An introduction to Shakespeare’s A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream with key 

scenes highlighted for rehearsal and 

interpretation. Students will also gain 

knowledge on the technical aspects of 

theatre such as lighting, sound, set and 

costume and work together to create a 

final performance.

Classical Theatre and Theatre Technology 

- An introduction to Shakespeare’s A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream with key 

scenes highlighted for rehearsal and 

interpretation. Students will also gain 

knowledge on the technical aspects of 

theatre such as lighting, sound, set and 

costume and work together to create a 

final performance.

Drama equips students with creativity, 

communication and collaboration skills 

that are valued in a wide range of 

careers. Through exploring a variety of 

texts, plays and performance styles, 

students develop confidence, 

characterisation and presentation skills 

while gaining an understanding of roles 

within the performing arts industry, 

including acting, directing, stage 

management, set and costume design, 

lighting and sound production. These 

transferable skills also support careers that 

value teamwork, leadership and effective 

communication.

Drama has strong links with English 

through script reading, storytelling, 

characterisation and spoken language. It 

also supports History by exploring the 

historical context of plays, practitioners 

and theatre traditions, while encouraging 

creativity through set, costume and 

sound design. These links help students 

develop confidence, empathy and 

communication skills that enhance 

learning across the curriculum.

3D Art & Design Op Art Speakers

Product Analysis Artist Study: Bridget Riley 

and Op Art

Skills

ACCESS FM on Frekvans Speakers, Artist 

Analysis literacy and Op Art drawing 

techniques

Materials - Speaker and Op Art Flexi-Ply 

Designing 

Skills

Material literacy. Dotted paper to draw 2D 

into 3D Op Art Flexiply designing

Orthographic Drawing

Making of Speaker - Assembling and 

Electronics

Outcome - OP ART Speaker           

Skills Cutting - Dowel joints

Drilling, Marking 

and Overlapping 

Op Art Cube 

Netting and Geometric Op Art drawing

Skills

Pencil & Ruler paper cube netting - 

scoring, folding, glueing. Drawing 

techniques geometric Op Art

Interlocking Forms and Constructing 

Skills

Block Wood cutting, Chiselling, 

Dowelling, Drilling overall assembling of 

structure 

Finishing and Decorating 

Outcome - OP ART CUBE STRUCTURE

Skills - Op Art Ply - Pyrography, 

Acrylic Pen finishing, Fine lining, 

Acrylic Veneering, Natural Wood 

Staining 

KS3 3D Design lays the foundational 

problem-solving and spatial awareness 

skills needed for technical and creative 

career pathways. By mastering design 

concepts, material properties and 

prototyping students directly progress into 

fields like architecture, product and 

industrial design, engineering, and digital 

media.

3D Design cultivates inquisitive minds and 

independent thinking across the wider KS3 

curriculum by teaching students to 

conceptualise abstract ideas through an 

iterative process of designing, 

prototyping, and testing. This hands-on-

problem-solving naturally enhances 

spatial awareness in Maths, helps visualise 

complex scientific models, and builds 

critical analysis skills applicable to all 

subjects. By engaging with challenging 

design briefs, KS3 students learn to 

evaluate their own progress 

independently and develop resilient, 

solution-oriented mindsets. 

Social Sciences 

(R.E. & Ethics)

Students will explore questions about 

morality, considering what it means to be 

a good person and whether religion, 

human values, or life experiences 

influence behaviour. They will investigate 

religious and non-religious ideas about 

kindness, conflict, justice, death, the soul, 

and the afterlife, comparing beliefs from 

Christianity, Buddhism, Sikhism, Judaism, 

and Humanism. Students will also 

examine how beliefs about life after 

death and funeral rituals can shape the 

way people live, grieve, and find 

meaning in life.

Students will explore religious and non-

religious beliefs about death, the soul, the 

afterlife, and funeral rituals, considering 

how beliefs about what happens after 

death may shape the way people live 

and grieve. They will then investigate 

spirituality and how it can be expressed 

through art, music, architecture, 

mindfulness, and symbolism in religious 

and non-religious contexts, with a focus 

on Muslim and Buddhist traditions. 

Students will reflect on how creativity, 

nature, human connection, and personal 

experiences can help people express 

meaning, identity, and a sense of 

connection to something greater than 

themselves.

Students will explore the structure and 

purpose of the Bible, investigating how 

different genres such as stories, poetry, 

laws, and letters guide Christians today. 

They will examine different types of 

biblical laws and consider how Christians 

decide which teachings should still be 

followed, comparing Evangelical, 

Catholic, and Liberal Christian 

interpretations. Students will also 

investigate Jesus’ teachings about love, 

forgiveness, and compassion, including 

Situation Ethics, before evaluating 

whether living biblically is mainly about 

following rules, showing love, or 

balancing both.

Students will explore what it means for 

something to be sacred and investigate 

religious and non-religious reasons for 

protecting the environment. They will 

examine beliefs such as stewardship and 

Hindu ideas about respecting nature, 

alongside scientific and humanist 

arguments for caring for the Earth. 

Students will also investigate how beliefs 

can lead to action through examples 

such as the work of Friends of Vrindavan, 

before evaluating who is most responsible 

for protecting the planet and whether the 

Earth should be considered sacred.

Students will explore why humans use 

animals and investigate different views 

about animal rights, including religious 

teachings from Christianity, Islam, 

Hinduism, and Buddhism. They will 

examine ethical debates surrounding 

issues such as farming, animal testing, 

zoos, and hunting, considering ideas like 

speciesism and animal rights philosophy. 

Students will also evaluate real-world 

examples, such as Finn’s Law, before 

reaching their own conclusions about 

whether humans have a responsibility to 

treat animals fairly and compassionately.

Students will explore the five 

Fundamental British Values; democracy, 

rule of law, individual liberty, mutual 

respect, and tolerance and investigate 

how they help people live together fairly 

and safely in modern Britain. They will 

consider how these values operate in 

everyday life, including schools, 

communities, and wider society, while 

exploring situations where values may 

conflict or clash. Students will also 

evaluate which values are most 

important and whether Fundamental 

British Values are essential for maintaining 

a fair, respectful, and diverse society.

The Social Studies curriculum exposes 

Students to a variety of career pathways, 

including law, policing, social work, 

charity and humanitarian work, 

environmental conservation, education, 

counselling, psychology, journalism, 

politics, public services, animal welfare, 

and community leadership. The 

curriculum also uses real-world examples 

and organisations, such as charities, 

religious communities, environmental 

projects and laws, to demonstrate how 

beliefs, ethics, and values can influence 

careers and positive social action.

The Social Studies curriculum has strong 

links with PSHE through themes such as 

identity, relationships, equality, respect, 

mental wellbeing, moral decision-

making, and preparing students to 

participate positively in modern British 

society. It also supports English by 

developing students’ speaking, listening, 

debate, reading, and extended writing 

skills through discussion, interpretation of 

texts, evaluating viewpoints, and 

constructing balanced arguments.

Terms 1 and 2: We read Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman, a text that 

challenges students to think about the world around them through race, freedom 

and injustice. Students engage with this modern dystopian text and will continue to 

secure their grammar skills through the extension of our grammar programme, The 

Excellence Project. At the end of this unit, students will write and present a speech to 

their class. 

Terms 3 and 4:The Picture of Dorian Gray introduces students to Victorian society, 

Gothic literature and the themes of morality, identity and appearance versus reality. 

Using extracts from Oscar Wilde's novel as inspiration, students develop their creative 

writing skills by crafting imaginative and descriptive pieces while exploring the 

conventions of the Gothic genre. The unit also strengthens students' understanding of 

literary analysis and extends the work of The Excellence Project, helping them write 

with increasing accuracy, sophistication and confidence.

Terms 5 and 6: Macbeth gives our students an exciting introduction to the secondary 

school study of William Shakespeare. Students are introduced to the ideas of the 

supernatural, the role of kingship and the dangers of hubris and ambition. We pick up 

on our literary analysis skills, deepening the ability to infer and analyse how and why 

writers create great literature. 

Students will examine the following substantive themes; power and authority, empire, persecution and resistance, religion/beliefs and ideology, society and ordinary people as well as war and conquest. These are themes which will be present across Key 

Stage Three. 

Each enquiry is built around a specific disciplinary concept: 

1 - Causation: Why did Henry VIII break with the Roman Catholic Church? 

2 - Change and continuity: What changed in the village of Morebath between 1520 and 1574? 

3 - Causation: Why did the English fight the English?

4 - Causation: What led to the execution of seven people on the charge of witchcraft in 1652?

5 - Sources: What can sources tell us about the Industrial Revolution?

6 - Interpretations: How should we tell the story of the British Empire in India?

7 - Consequences: What impact did slavery have on race relations in the USA?

Development Phase

By the end of Year 8, students will show increasing control and consistency in a range of physical skills, alongside a growing understanding of how rules and tactics influence performance. They will be able to apply simple strategies in competitive and 

conditioned situations, making more informed decisions and beginning to adapt their play in response to others. Their knowledge of key theoretical concepts will start to support their performance, and they will demonstrate improved independence, 

communication, and collaboration, reflecting the Malling School Way through sustained effort, support for others, and pride in their development.



Students build on their knowledge of 

computer hardware from Year 7 by 

exploring a wider range of internal 

components and peripheral devices. 

They will investigate the roles of primary 

memory (RAM and ROM), secondary 

storage devices, and the CPU, with a 

particular focus on how different 

components influence the performance 

of a computer system. Students will also 

take part in a practical activity where 

they safely dismantle and reassemble a 

desktop computer, allowing them to 

identify hardware components and 

understand how they work together.

Students begin by exploring Human-

Computer Interaction (HCI) and how 

computers are designed to meet the 

needs of users. They will then investigate 

a range of software categories, including 

operating systems, web browsers, 

Software as a Service (SaaS), and gaming 

software, while also considering the 

evolution of computer games over time. 

The unit concludes by developing 

students' understanding of online safety, 

enabling them to use software 

responsibly, securely and confidently in 

an increasingly digital world.

Food 

Technology

Food Technology equips students with 

practical, creative and analytical skills 

that are valued in a wide range of 

careers. These skills support pathways into 

catering, hospitality, food science, 

nutrition, dietetics, product development, 

food manufacturing, environmental 

health and the culinary arts, while also 

preparing students for any profession that 

values teamwork, organisation, creativity 

and problem-solving.

Food Technology has strong links with 

Science through food provenance, 

nutrition, heat transfer and food safety. It 

also supports Geography by exploring 

sustainability, food miles and seasonal 

produce, Maths through weighing, 

measuring and recipe adaptation, and 

PSHE by promoting healthy lifestyles, 

informed food choices and 

environmental responsibility.

Computer 

Science

Programming Part 1 - Students build on 

the programming knowledge and skills 

developed in Year 7 by revisiting key 

concepts such as variables, user input 

and program output. They will then 

extend their understanding by exploring 

selection, using if, elif and else 

statements to enable programs to make 

decisions based on different conditions. 

By the end of the unit, students will be 

able to design and write interactive 

Python programs that respond 

appropriately to user input, developing 

their computational thinking and problem-

solving skills.

Programming Part 2 - Students continue to 

develop their programming skills by 

revisiting the fundamental concepts of 

variables and selection before 

progressing to iteration through the use of 

for loops. They will learn how repetition 

can make programs more efficient by 

executing sections of code multiple 

times. Students will also develop a secure 

understanding of the three core 

programming constructs—sequence, 

selection and iteration—learning the 

definitions of each and applying them to 

a range of programming scenarios. By the 

end of the unit, students will be able to 

identify the most appropriate 

programming construct to solve different 

computational problems and write 

increasingly efficient Python programs.

Students are introduced to the 

fundamental concept that computers 

represent and process all data using 

binary (1s and 0s). They will explore why 

binary is used within computer systems 

and develop the skills to convert 

between binary and decimal numbers. 

Students will then extend this knowledge 

by learning how text is represented using 

the ASCII character set, gaining an 

understanding of how computers store 

and interpret different types of data.

Students consolidate and extend the 

presentation skills developed throughout 

Years 7 and 8. The unit begins with a 

recap of key presentation techniques, 

including effective slide design, 

transitions and animations, before 

introducing more advanced features 

such as hyperlinks, action buttons and 

interactive navigation. Students will then 

undertake an independent project based 

on a contemporary computing issue, 

such as electronic waste (e-waste) or the 

use of artificial intelligence in social 

media. They will research their chosen 

topic, plan their presentation and 

produce a professional PowerPoint that 

demonstrates both their technical 

understanding and presentation skills. 

Students will also have the opportunity to 

present their work to the class, helping to 

develop their confidence and 

communication skills.

In Year 8, students build on the practical skills developed in Year 7 while exploring food provenance and the journey of food from farm-to-fork. They learn about a range of everyday ingredients, how they are farmed, fished or reared in the UK and around the 

world, and consider the environmental impact of food choices, including food miles and the benefits of using seasonal produce.

Students develop their understanding of the science behind cooking by investigating heat transfer through conduction, convection and radiation, and how these processes affect food preparation and cooking outcomes. Practical skills are further developed 

through preparing a wider range of nutritious main meals and international dishes, while extending techniques such as decorating, adapting recipes and substituting ingredients to create healthier options. Dishes prepared include fruit upside-down cake, 

cheese straws, sausage rolls or apple turnovers, and paella.

The Year 8 Computing curriculum builds 

on students' digital literacy and 

introduces concepts that are 

fundamental to many careers within the 

technology sector. Through studying 

computer hardware, software, data 

representation and programming, 

students develop an understanding of 

how modern computer systems are 

designed, built and maintained. These 

topics provide valuable foundations for 

careers such as software developer, 

cybersecurity analyst, network engineer, 

computer systems engineer, IT 

technician, game developer and data 

analyst. The independent research and 

presentation project also develops 

communication, collaboration and 

project management skills that are highly 

valued across both technology-related 

careers and the wider world of work.

Year 8 Computing strengthens learning 

across a range of subjects by combining 

technical knowledge with practical 

application. Programming continues to 

develop logical thinking, problem-solving 

and mathematical reasoning, supporting 

learning in Maths. The study of binary and 

ASCII complements mathematical 

concepts such as number systems and 

place value. Hardware and software 

topics link closely with Science and 

Design & Technology through the 

exploration of electronic components 

and technological innovation. The 

independent research project reinforces 

skills developed in English, History and 

Geography by requiring students to 

research reliable sources, evaluate 

information and communicate their 

findings effectively through professional 

presentations. Discussions around topics 

such as artificial intelligence, e-waste and 

online safety also support Personal 

Development and Citizenship by 

encouraging students to consider the 

During Terms 2 and 3, students further develop their Microsoft PowerPoint skills while 

deepening their understanding of computer hardware and software. They will learn 

how to create well-structured, engaging and professional presentations, applying key 

presentation design principles such as effective layouts, appropriate use of images, 

animations and transitions. Throughout the unit, students will produce presentations 

that demonstrate their knowledge of hardware and software, developing both their 

technical understanding and their ability to communicate information clearly to an 

audience.



Year 9 Curriculum Overview
Subject Half-term 1 Half-term 2 Half-term 3 Half-term 4 Half-term 5 Half-term 6 Careers links Cross-curricular links

English English equips students with 

communication, critical thinking and 

analytical skills that are valued in a wide 

range of careers. These skills support 

pathways into journalism, publishing, law, 

teaching, marketing, public relations, 

media and creative writing, while also 

preparing students for any profession that 

values effective communication, 

persuasive writing and confident 

presentation skills.

English has strong links with History through 

the study of historical contexts and 

literature, and with Drama through 

performance, characterisation and spoken 

language. It also supports PSHE by exploring 

identity, relationships and moral issues, 

while developing the reading, writing, 

speaking and listening skills that underpin 

success across the curriculum.

Maths COORDINATES, GRAPHS and STATISTICS. 

Students will learn the relationship that 

coordinates have when plotted in a line 

and how to plot more complex graphs, to 

match equations to different types of graphs 

by understanding the properties of the 

graphs. They will then move on to statistical 

diagrams which they will learn to interpret 

and use.

AVERAGES and LINEAR GRAPHS.  students 

will learn how to calculate averages, their 

uses outside of the classroom and how to 

interpret them.  They will then begin their 

journey with equations of straight line 

graphs and the importance of the gradient 

of a line.

TRANSFORMATIONS and RATIO and 

PROPORTION.  students will learn all four 

transformations, how to complete them and 

how to describe them.  Moving on to ratio 

which underpins much of the maths we use 

today.  They will learn to share in a ratio, 

convert and compare to fractions and 

percentages.

ANGLES and SIMILARITY.  students will build 

on their prior knowledge of angles, looking 

at angles in parallel lines, in polygons and 

exterior angles.  Using knowledge of angles 

and shapes they will learn to recognise 

when shapes have similarity.

PYTHAGORAS and TRIGONOMETRY and 

PROBABILITY.  students will explore 

Pythagoras' theorem and use this to solve 

problems.  They will discuss angles of 

elevation and depression using these within 

right-angled trigonometry.  With the 

probability unit students will learn to 

recognise mutually exclusive and 

exhaustive outcomes and use the product 

rule for counting to determine the number of 

different ways.  They will learn to populate a 

Venn diagram.

PERCENTAGES.  students will learn to convert 

a percentage increase/decrease to a 

multiplier to aid them when doing more 

complex calculating such as compound 

interest.  They will learn to 

increase/decrease by a given percentage, 

find an original amount after an 

increase/decrease and find percentage 

profit/loss.

We encourage students to understand that 

Maths is essential in underpinning the skills 

required to gain any meaningful 

employment not only as a qualification, but 

as a skill set as well. The curriculum booklets 

are the foundation of our students learning 

journey within Maths at TMS.  We teach 

them to not only be fluent mathematicians 

but effective communicators, by widening 

their mathematical vocabulary and having 

high expectations of both their written and 

verbal communication. Throughout the year 

students are exposed to the practical 

application of the knowledge they are 

learning.

As students begin to learn about the 

importance of angles in navigation in their 

study of bearings, they quickly identify the 

link between their Mathematical 

understanding of angles and being able to 

navigate a map in Geography. Students 

have the opportunity to develop their 

drawing skills in the construction elements of 

their scheme of work, this directly 

encompasses skills they will require and 

develop in Design Technology. Further to 

this Year 9 students will also gain skills that 

they will utilise during their Duke of 

Edinburgh Award and beyond in terms of 

not only Angles and Bearings but distance, 

estimation and more. This award is 

accessed by students in Year 9.

Science Introduction to Cells and Pure & Impure 

Substances: Year 9 marks the beginning of 

students' GCSE Science studies. Students 

revisit and deepen key ideas from Key 

Stage 3 whilst developing the greater depth 

of knowledge and mathematical skills 

required for GCSE. They begin by studying 

cell structure, microscopy and DNA before 

exploring the particle model, pure 

substances, mixtures and the techniques 

used to separate them.

Pure & Impure Substances, Motion and 

Atomic Structure: Students complete their 

study of separating mixtures by investigating 

chromatography and the production of 

drinking water. They then begin GCSE 

Physics by studying motion, forces and 

acceleration, developing their ability to 

interpret graphs and apply mathematical 

relationships. In chemistry, students explore 

the development of atomic theory, the 

structure of the atom and the importance of 

isotopes.

Atomic Structure, Ion Formation and 

Conservation of Energy: Students build on 

their understanding of atomic structure by 

studying electron arrangement, ion 

formation and ionic bonding, linking atomic 

structure to the properties of materials. In 

physics, they develop their understanding of 

energy stores, energy transfers, efficiency 

and heating, before exploring how energy 

resources are used to meet society's needs.

Health and Disease, and Covalent Bonding: 

Students investigate communicable and 

non-communicable diseases, the body's 

natural defences, vaccination and the 

development of new medicines. They then 

study covalent bonding, learning how the 

arrangement of atoms determines the 

properties of simple molecular substances 

and giant covalent structures such as 

diamond and graphite.

Covalent & Metallic Bonding and 

Measuring Chemical Reactions: Students 

complete their study of bonding by 

investigating metals, polymers and 

fullerenes before exploring the factors that 

affect the rate of chemical reactions. They 

learn how reaction rates are measured and 

explained using collision theory, alongside 

studying exothermic and endothermic 

reactions and the role of catalysts.

Understanding Waves and Ecology: 

Students develop their understanding of 

wave behaviour, including wave speed, 

reflection and refraction, before applying 

these ideas to light waves. They finish the 

year by studying ecosystems, investigating 

how organisms interact with each other and 

their environment, the influence of biotic 

and abiotic factors, and how ecologists 

estimate population sizes using scientific 

sampling techniques.

As students begin their GCSE Science 

courses, they develop increasingly 

sophisticated practical, mathematical and 

analytical skills that underpin further study 

and a wide range of careers. Students learn 

how scientists collect, process and evaluate 

evidence, solve problems and 

communicate scientific ideas. Career links 

are embedded throughout the curriculum, 

with topics connecting to careers in 

medicine, biotechnology, environmental 

science, engineering, materials science, 

laboratory research and many other STEM 

fields.

GCSE Science builds upon knowledge and 

skills developed across the wider 

curriculum. Students apply mathematical 

techniques including standard form, 

significant figures, graph interpretation, unit 

conversions and algebraic rearrangement 

when solving scientific problems. Strong 

links with geography are developed 

through the study of ecology, natural 

resources and sustainability, while health 

and disease support learning in physical 

education and personal development. 

Students also continue to strengthen their 

scientific literacy by using precise technical 

vocabulary and constructing evidence-

based explanations and evaluations.

Geography Climate change and energy - This topic 

involves investigating how the climate has 

changed in the past, the physical and 

human causes of climate change, followed 

by the impacts of these changes in climate 

on a global and local scale. The topic then 

investigates renewable and non-renewable 

sources of energy, answering the question, 

'why can't all countries respond to climate 

change in the same way?'

Rivers - a holistic approach is taken with this 

unit where the long profile of a river is 

studied. Students will investigate the 

processes, characteristics and features of a 

river, as well as the impacts of flooding and 

how best to manage this.

Fieldwork - This term will focus on 

developing students' fieldwork skills. This 

includes developing a fieldwork question, 

hypothesis, methodology, data collection, 

presentation, evaluation and conclusion.

Extreme environments - this topic is to 

include extreme and unusual environments 

which have experienced vast amounts of 

change or are unique, such as the Aral Sea. 

Investigating what processes are at play, 

their causes and how best to manage the 

issues.

The Year 9 curriculum has a strong link to 

sustainability through its focus on sources of 

renewable energy and river systems. Global 

Superpowers provides an excellent insight 

into geo-politics, trade and the military. The 

fieldwork topic supports a huge range of 

skills, including; research and fieldwork 

design, data collection, analysis and 

evaluation skills. 

A focus on graph skills in geography will 

support students' understanding in maths 

and science. Additional links are noted with 

science, including the study of the water 

cycle and its impact on the fluvial system. 

The fieldwork topic supports students in a 

range of other subjects where a report is 

necessary, such as a practical science 

investigations. The energy topic also has 

strong links with science.

History students will begin to be exposed to and 

develop historical skills that will benefit 

them in a variety of careers. Through 

enquiries that focus on interpretations, 

students will develop knowledge about the 

work of historians and historical researchers.

Work that students do on the First World War 

will have links to English War poetry. 

Questions on resistance and morality will 

link to the decisions and debates that 

students have in social sciences. 

Spanish Holidays.

Students revisit key verbs for describing 

holidays in the past, including where they 

went, how they travelled, what they did, 

and opinions of the holiday.

They also begin the topic of mobile phones 

and everyday technology use.

Grammar focuses on the preterite tense: ir, 

regular -AR verbs, -ER/-IR verbs and ser.

Students also retrieve the present tense and 

practise accented past-tense endings.

Entertainment.

Students talk about music, TV, films and 

what they did yesterday, then begin a food 

topic.

They revise content seen so far and 

complete a cumulative assessment.

Grammar includes opinions with article + 

noun, preferir, comparatives, present vs 

preterite tense, and definite/indefinite 

articles for food.

Phonics include ie, y and an.

Ordering food in a restaurant.

Students discuss meals, restaurant language, 

shopping for food and planning a party.

They practise ordering, saying what they 

eat, and using food vocabulary in spoken 

and written tasks.	

Grammar includes negatives, near future 

tense and recap of present, preterite and 

future tenses.

The usted form is encountered as a cultural 

point in restaurant language.

Giving excuses.

Students move into social arrangements 

and events: invitations, excuses, getting 

ready, clothing and match-day language.

They practise saying what they would like to 

do and what they have to do. Grammar 

includes me/te gustaría + infinitive, tengo 

que + infinitive, reflexive verbs, 

demonstrative adjectives and using three 

tenses together.

Students continue to build GCSE-style 

sentence manipulation.

Where I live.

Students describe houses, areas, what can 

be done in a place, locations in town, 

directions and summer camps.

They build towards extended writing about 

past, present and future holidays.

Grammar includes comparatives and 

superlatives, se puede(n) + infinitive, 

está/están, directions, imperatives as 

chunks, and bringing three tenses together.

Students practise detailed descriptions and 

location language.

Using the three tenses together.

Students practise listening for three tenses 

and revise all modules covered throughout 

the year.

They complete cumulative assessments 

followed by end-of-year cultural lessons.	

Revision focuses on exam skills: reading 

strategies, listening for distractors and tense, 

Spanish-to-English and English-to-Spanish 

translation, 40-50 word writing across three 

tenses, and read-aloud preparation.

Spanish equips students with 

communication, cultural awareness and 

digital literacy skills that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skills support 

pathways into media, marketing, sport, 

hospitality, travel and tourism, international 

business and the leisure industry, while also 

preparing students for any profession that 

values effective communication, teamwork 

and global understanding.

Spanish has strong links with Geography 

through the study of local areas, cultures 

and communities. It also supports 

Computing and Media Studies through the 

use of technology and digital 

communication, PE through discussions of 

sport, fitness and healthy lifestyles, and PSHE 

by promoting wellbeing, cultural awareness 

and responsible digital citizenship.

French Holidays.	

Students talk about school holidays and 

revise key verbs such as avoir and être.

They say what they did during the holidays 

using the perfect tense of regular -er verbs.

They describe a visit to a theme park and 

use the perfect tense of common irregular 

verbs.

They say where they went and how they 

travelled, including verbs that take être in 

the perfect tense.

They identify negatives in the perfect tense 

and combine present and past tenses when 

talking about holidays.

Festivals and celebrations.	

Students talk about festivals, celebrations 

and special days, including likes and 

dislikes.

They describe favourite festivals using the 

present tense of regular -ir and -re verbs.

They practise buying food at a market using 

transactional language.

They develop listening and reading 

strategies, including prediction and giving 

answers in French.

They talk about a future school trip and 

write about New Year using present and 

near future tenses.

 Free time and leisure.	

Students talk about celebrities, television 

programmes and digital technology.

They practise singular and plural adjective 

agreement and form a range of questions.

They arrange to go to the cinema and 

practise buying cinema tickets.

They describe leisure activ ities and use 

negative structures to add detail.

They recognise synonyms and perfect-tense 

verbs when reading, then speak from notes 

using past, present and future time frames.

Where I live and daily life.	

Students talk about where they live, the 

weather and what their local area is like.

They describe their region using pouvoir plus 

the infinitive.

They discuss helping at home and develop 

strategies for decoding unfamiliar language 

in reading and listening.

They talk about daily routine using reflexive 

verbs.

They describe moving house and use 

irregular adjectives such as beautiful, new 

and old, before writing about a region in 

three tenses.

Sport and health.	

Students talk about different sports and 

revise using jouer à and faire de.

They give opinions about sports and 

compare ideas using more, less and other 

opinion language.

They ask for and give directions, for 

example when going to a stadium.

They use the imperative to give clear 

instructions.

They translate short texts from French into 

English and build confidence with key sports 

vocabulary.

Sport, health and consolidation.

Students talk about injuries and illness and 

practise taking part in a conversation with a 

doctor.

They develop speaking skills by preparing 

an interview with a sportsperson.

They ask and answer questions across three 

time frames.

They consolidate vocabulary and grammar 

from Dynamo 2 Modules 1-5.

They strengthen confidence in listening, 

reading, speaking and writing through 

revision, glossary work and end-of-year 

practice.

French equips students with 

communication, cultural awareness and 

digital literacy skills that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skills support 

pathways into media, marketing, sport, 

hospitality, travel and tourism, international 

business and the leisure industry, while also 

preparing students for any profession that 

values effective communication, teamwork 

and global understanding.

French has strong links with Geography 

through the study of local areas, cultures 

and communities. It also supports 

Computing and Media Studies through the 

use of technology and digital 

communication, PE through discussions of 

sport, fitness and healthy lifestyles, and PSHE 

by promoting wellbeing, cultural awareness 

and responsible digital citizenship.

Music Reggae

Students are introduced to the genre of 

reggae music. They learn about the history 

and background to Reggae, learning about 

its geographical origins and the musical 

features of the style.

students begin learning Three Little Birds, 

starting with the chord sequence and 

rhythm parts. They are introduced to the 

keyboard and bass guitar riffs and learn 

about how these fit within the song. This is 

then developed each lesson, building 

towards a class performance of the song. 

Some classes will then extend their learning 

further by exploring other Reggae songs 

such as One Love.

Just Play: Part 3

Using the skills learnt in the previous terms, 

students continue to expand their 

knowledge of chords and to explore new 

repertoire. They learn about extended 

chords, such as 7th and sus4 chords, and 

develop their understanding of how these 

chords are created. 

They learn more complex pieces, 

incorporating more challenging chord 

sequences and strumming patterns.

Music equips students with creativ ity, 

communication, collaboration and 

problem-solving skills that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skills support 

pathways into careers as musicians, 

composers, performers, producers, lyricists, 

artist managers, agents, music publishers 

and live event technicians (roadies), while 

also preparing students for professions in 

teaching, media and any career that 

values creativ ity, confidence and effective 

teamwork.

Music has strong links with English through 

lyric writing, rhyme and poetry, Geography 

through the study of Jamaican music and 

culture, History through the Blues, the Middle 

Passage and the historical influences on 

music, and Maths through rhythm, 

sequences, patterns and musical notation. 

These links help students understand how 

music reflects culture, history and society 

while developing creativ ity and critical 

thinking.

Drama Scripted Performance - A selection of 

scenes from Willy Russell’s classic play Blood 

Brothers will allow students to develop a 

sense of character, explore the themes of 

the play and encourage independent 

thought about the wider morals on display 

here.

Devised Theatre - Students will work in 

groups taking stock characters to create 

their version of a well-known pantomime. 

Students will explore the ‘over the top’ 

nature of these performances as well

as using several pantomime conventions.

Comedy - A brief exploration of comedy 

from silent comedy, to slapstick and through 

to a scripted scene. Students will gain use of 

a variety of dramatic techniques to fully 

realise their performance off script using 

physicality and clowning.

Scripted Performance - An opportunity to 

explore, rehearse and develop a scene 

from Tom Stoppard’s play Rosencrantz and 

Guildenstern Are Dead or a classic comedy 

scene from The Two Ronnies. Students will 

work in pairs to stage a scene, improving 

each lesson and adding in movement as 

well as learning the lines to enable them to 

performance with pace and energy.

Practitioners - A look at two practitioners 

that have heavily

influenced the world of drama, Konstantin

Stanislavski and Bertolt Brecht. Students will 

explore the styles of Naturalism and 

Brechtian theatre using specific skills 

relevant to the practitioner. Key scenes from 

plays will be used to show an understanding 

of these practitioners’

teachings. 

Practitioners - A look at two practitioners 

that have heavily

influenced the world of drama, Konstantin

Stanislavski and Bertolt Brecht. Students will 

explore the styles of Naturalism and 

Brechtian theatre using specific skills 

relevant to the practitioner. Key scenes from 

plays will be used to show an understanding 

of these practitioners’

teachings.

Drama equips students with creativ ity, 

communication and collaboration skills that 

are valued in a wide range of careers. 

Through exploring a variety of performance 

styles, practitioners and dramatic texts, 

students develop confidence, leadership 

and presentation skills while gaining an 

understanding of careers in acting, 

directing, stage management, set and 

costume design, lighting, sound production 

and the wider creative industries. These 

transferable skills also prepare students for 

any profession that values teamwork, 

problem-solving and effective 

communication.

Drama has strong links with English through 

script analysis, characterisation, storytelling 

and spoken communication. It also supports 

History by exploring the social and historical 

context of plays and theatre practitioners, 

and Art and Design through set, costume 

and stage design. These links help students 

develop creativ ity, confidence, empathy 

and critical thinking while strengthening 

communication skills across the curriculum.

P.E. At this stage, learning links closely to careers 

that rely on strong foundations of 

communication, teamwork, and following 

structured processes, such as primary 

teaching, coaching, and roles within the 

leisure industry. Students begin to 

understand how rules and organisation 

underpin activ ities, which mirrors early 

exposure to careers in sports leadership and 

officiating.

Cross-curricular links are strongest with 

science (basic body functions, movement, 

and health), English (listening, following 

instructions, and using key terminology), and 

PSHE (respect, behaviour, and working with 

others). This phase builds the essential 

interpersonal and cognitive skills that 

underpin success across both academic 

and vocational pathways.

Food 

Technology

Food Technology equips students with 

practical, analytical and creative skills that 

are valued in a wide range of careers. 

These skills support pathways into catering, 

hospitality, food science, nutrition, dietetics, 

environmental health, product 

development, food manufacturing and the 

culinary arts, while also preparing students 

for any profession that values teamwork, 

organisation, problem-solving and informed 

decision-making.

Food Technology has strong links with 

Science through nutrition, food science, 

allergens and food safety. It also supports 

Geography by exploring food provenance, 

sustainability and global food production, 

Maths through weighing, measuring and 

recipe adaptation, and PSHE by promoting 

healthy lifestyles, informed consumer 

choices and an understanding of food 

labelling, traceability and animal welfare.

3D Art & Design Memphis Toucan Lamp. 

Analysing Origins of Memphis + Memphis 

Product Design

Skills:

Collage of Toucan Memphis style

ACCESS FM on Memphis Products

3D Drawings, Ruler colouring - wallpaper 

geometric designing 

Perspective Drawing + Designing + Making     

Skills:

1 Point Perspective Drawing 

Lamp Designing (animal characterisation) 

Marking Toucan design onto Plywood

Making and Finishing.

Outcome - Memphis Toucan Lamp 

Skills: Wood staining, HIPS                 

veneering, Mould making,                 Vacuum 

Forming,                              Electronics                                                 

(Soldering), Rounding

Memphis Clock.

Existing Memphis Clock Design + Designing 

Skills:

Product Research 

Tracing outlines, drawing shapes and 

mechanisms Mood board + Card clock 

designing 

Designing and Making. 

Skills:

2 Point Perspective Drawing

Cutting and Shaping (compass technique) 

Rasp Filing + Oscillating Sanding - Housing 

Joint 

Making and Finishing. 

Outcome - Memphis Clock 

Skills: Geometric shape designing 

Formica and Neoprene 

laminating

Cross Halving Joint 

KS3 3D Design lays the foundational 

problem-solving and spatial awareness skills 

needed for technical and creative career 

pathways. By mastering design concepts, 

material properties and prototyping 

students directly progress into fields like 

architecture, product and industrial design, 

engineering, and digital media.

3D Design cultivates inquisitive minds and 

independent thinking across the wider KS3 

curriculum by teaching students to 

conceptualise abstract ideas through an 

iterative process of designing, prototyping, 

and testing. This hands-on-problem-solving 

naturally enhances spatial awareness in 

Maths, helps visualise complex scientific 

models, and builds critical analysis skills 

applicable to all subjects. By engaging with 

challenging design briefs, KS3 students learn 

to evaluate their own progress 

independently and develop resilient, 

solution-oriented mindsets. 

Art and Design Theme - Food

Skills Progression - 

Textiles

Embroidery

Applique

Outcome - 

Applique cup cake or burger using at least 2 

different stitches

Theme - Food

Skills Progression - 

Drawing

Colour blending

Accuracy

Outcome - 

Pencil cupcake

Pencil Burger

Theme - Food

Skills Progression - 

Drawing

Colour blending

Accuracy

Outcome - 

colour pencil donut

Colour pencil skittles

Theme - Food

Skills Progression - 

watercolour

Oil pastel

Colour blending

Outcome - 

watercolour 

ice cream

oil pastel 

lolly

Theme - Food

Skills Progression - 

Artist analysis

Oracy

critical analysis

Outcome - 

Sarah Graham artist study

Written and practice

Theme - Food

Skills Progression - 

Observed drawing

Ceramics Hand modelling

Outcome - 

Ceramic pepper with glass melt centre

Key Stage 3 Art builds foundational skills in 

visual communication, material 

manipulation, and conceptual thinking. 

These core abilities directly feed into 

pathways such as graphic design, 

animation, architecture, fashion design, and 

illustration, while also nurturing transferable 

problem-solving traits utilised in fields like 

marketing, web design, and product design.

Art promotes inquisitive minds and 

independent thinking by teaching students 

to ask open-ended questions, observe 

details, and embrace ambiguity. This 

creative framework develops cognitive 

muscles - such as visual analysis and pattern 

recognition-that seamlessly translate into 

subjects like science, Maths, and the 

humanities.

By evaluating and interpreting artistic works, 

learners naturally form reasoned 

judgements and question underlying 

assumptions, empowering them to tackle 

complex, multidisciplinary challenges. 

Instead of relying on a single "correct" 

answer, the artistic process trains individuals 

to explore multiple perspectives and 

innovative solutions, fostering a confident, 

self-driven approach to all academic 

Terms 1 and 2: Year 9 is our foundation year, providing an opportunity to consolidate and 

extend the skills developed in Years 7 and 8 in technical accuracy, analytical writing and 

literary analysis. Students study *Animal Farm* by George Orwell, using the text as a 

foundation for developing grammar, analytical and non-fiction writing skills. At the end of 

the unit, students plan, write and deliver a persuasive speech, applying a clear structure, 

rhetorical devices and effective speaking and presentation skills.

Terms 3 and 4: Students study the powerful novella 'Heroes' by Robert Cormier alongside a 

selection of classic war poetry, exploring themes of conflict, identity and the human 

experience. They continue to develop their literary analysis skills by responding 

thoughtfully to both the novel and the poems, using evidence to support their 

interpretations. Through *The Excellence Project*, students consolidate their 

understanding of grammar, ensuring they use a wide range of sentence structures, 

ambitious vocabulary and accurate punctuation to communicate effectively in all forms 

of writing.

Terms 5 and 6: Students study 'Hamlet', widely regarded as one of Shakespeare’s greatest 

tragedies, exploring themes of power, love, ambition, appearance versus reality and 

rebellion. They further develop their critical thinking and literary analysis skills by 

evaluating characters, themes and Shakespeare’s methods. Students apply these skills 

through crafting a well-structured piece of creative writing, using a range of ambitious 

language and writing techniques. The unit also encourages empathy and reflection as 

students explore Hamlet’s tragic journey and the complex choices he faces.

By the end of Year 9, students at The Malling School will demonstrate confidence and competence across a wide range of physical activ ities, applying advanced skills, tactics and strategies in both individual and team sports. They will make informed decisions, evaluate 

and refine their own and others' performances, and demonstrate leadership, resilience and effective teamwork in a variety of sporting contexts. Students will understand the importance of maintaining an active and healthy lifestyle while consistently demonstrating the 

values of the Malling School Way through respect, determination, responsibility and a commitment to personal improvement.

Global Superpowers - This topic investigates superpowers of the past and present. The 

topic considers how both hard and soft power are used to gain and maintain power and 

influence. This topic considers the superpower status of Russia, the USA, China and India.

In Year 9, students refine and extend the practical skills developed in Years 7 and 8 while developing a deeper understanding of nutrition, food science and consumer awareness. They explore the Eatwell Guide, dietary needs across different life stages, food intolerances 

and allergies, and how to respond appropriately to allergic reactions. Students also study food labelling in detail, including the traffic light system and legally required information in the UK, enabling them to make informed and healthy food choices.

Students investigate food provenance, assurance schemes, traceability, animal welfare, international and British cuisine, and current food trends. They also develop their understanding of sensory evaluation by using a range of taste testing methods, applying these skills to 

evaluate the dishes they prepare in both practical lessons and homework. In addition, students explore how different cooking methods affect the nutritional value of food, comparing techniques such as deep-fat frying and shallow frying to support healthier decision-

making.

Practical skills are further developed through the preparation of more complex dishes, building on techniques learned in Year 8. Students adapt recipes, use decoration skills, and substitute ingredients to improve nutritional value. They prepare a range of predominantly 

savoury dishes as part of an international menu, broadening their understanding of world cuisine while also producing some baked goods. Students apply their knowledge of food hygiene, safety, planning, literacy and numeracy throughout all practical work.

Dishes prepared include chocolate brownies, sausage and bacon casserole, sweet and sour chicken, curry made from fresh paste, risotto, Victoria sponge, meat cobbler, macaroni and cheese, quiche, carrot cake, chicken nuggets and wedges, and a range of free-choice 

dishes. Students also take part in the annual Malling Bake Off competition and complete independent practical tasks designed to showcase their skills, creativ ity and understanding.

Students will examine the following substantive themes; power and authority, empire, persecution and resistance, religion/beliefs and ideology, society and ordinary people as well as war and conquest. These are themes which will be present across Key Stage Three. 

Each enquiry is built around a specific disciplinary concept: 

1 - Sources: What can the experiences of suffragettes from Kent tell us about the suffragette movement?

2 - Causation: What led to the outbreak of World War One?

3 - Interpretations: How can historians find out more about conditions in the trenches? 

4 - Causation: Why did communism fail to deliver on its promises?

5 - Causation: What led to the growth of fascism in Europe?

6 - Significance: What is the most significant turning point of World War Two?

7 - Similarities and differences: How did people resist during World War Two?

8 - Sources: What can sources tell us about the lives of Jewish people between 1900-1945?

9 - Causation: Why did the United States fail to win the Vietnam War? 

Instrumental Skills Ukulele/Guitar/Keyboard focus

Just Play: Part 2

Using the skills learnt in the previous term, students develop their knowledge of chords 

and improve their playing technique on their chosen instrument. They build on their chord 

knowledge, learning new chords each lesson. They explore a range of repertoire, working 

towards a class performance of Last Christmas

Songwriting 

students learn about song structure and how songs are created through a range of 

listening tasks. They explore rhyming patterns and learn how lyrics are written through 

creating their own parody song. They begin to write lyrics for their own song, working as 

individuals or in small groups

students then work to create music for their song, beginning with composing their own 

chord sequence before adding in the vocal melody line. They will learn about riffs from 

popular music, composing their own riff to go in their song. They will learn about the 

conventions of the middle 8, intro and outro, creating these to complete their song. 

Homework activ ities focus on the music industry, providing students with the opportunity 

to learn about the role of agents, producers, managers and the importance of copyright. 



Social Sciences 

(R.E. & Ethics)

Students will explore why suffering exists and 

investigate different religious, philosophical, 

and psychological explanations for its 

causes and possible solutions, including 

Christian and Buddhist beliefs, Maslow’s 

hierarchy of needs, and real-world 

examples of poverty, conflict, and injustice. 

They will then examine what happiness 

means, how it can be measured, and 

whether happiness should be the purpose of 

life by exploring perspectives from 

sociology, religion, Humanism, Buddhism, 

Christianity, and psychology, evaluating 

which ideas may lead to a meaningful and 

fulfilling life.

Students will continue exploring different 

ideas about happiness, investigating 

religious, philosophical, and sociological 

perspectives including Buddhism, 

Christianity, Humanism, Functionalism, 

Marxism, Feminism, and consumerism, 

before evaluating whether some types of 

happiness are morally better than others. 

They will then explore the causes and 

consequences of conflict, different forms of 

peace, and religious perspectives on war 

and non-violence, considering whether 

religion is a force for peace or conflict and 

whether conflict may sometimes be 

necessary to achieve lasting peace.

Students will continue exploring whether 

conflict can ever lead to peace by 

investigating religious and non-religious 

views on war, persecution, non-violence, 

and justice, evaluating whether religion is a 

force for peace or a cause of conflict. They 

will then explore philosophical, religious, 

psychological, and sociological arguments 

about God’s existence, examining ideas 

from thinkers such as Thomas Aquinas and 

Al-Ghazali, alongside religious experiences 

and theories explaining belief and non-

belief, before considering whether proving 

God’s existence is necessary or whether 

belief alone is enough.

Students will continue exploring 

psychological and sociological 

explanations for religious belief and non-

belief, considering how factors such as 

attachment, fear, identity, family, culture, 

and social change may influence belief in 

God. They will then investigate whether 

religion and science can coexist by 

exploring scientific theories such as the Big 

Bang and evolution alongside Christian, 

Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, and Buddhist v iews of 

creation, evaluating whether science and 

religion answer competing or 

complementary questions about the 

universe and human existence.

Students will complete their exploration of 

whether religion and science can coexist by 

considering psychological and sociological 

explanations for belief, debating whether 

religious belief and scientific explanations 

such as the Big Bang can work together, and 

evaluating different viewpoints on faith and 

evidence. They will then begin investigating 

why people commit crime by exploring 

what crime and deviance are, biological 

explanations for criminal behaviour, and 

debates about whether crime is caused 

more by nature or nurture, considering 

theories about genetics, body type, and the 

brain.

Students will explore a range of 

psychological and sociological 

explanations for criminal behaviour, 

investigating how learning, personality, 

inequality, social pressures, and wider social 

structures may influence why people 

commit crime. They will examine theories 

such as Social Learning Theory, Eysenck’s 

Personality Theory, Marxism, Functionalism, 

and Merton’s Strain Theory, before 

evaluating how society should respond to 

crime by considering punishment, 

rehabilitation, and the impact of prison on 

people’s physical, intellectual, emotional, 

and social development.

The Social Studies curriculum exposes 

students to a variety of career pathways, 

including law, policing, social work, charity 

and humanitarian work, environmental 

conservation, education, counselling, 

psychology, journalism, politics, public 

services, animal welfare, and community 

leadership. The curriculum also uses real-

world examples and organisations, such as 

charities, religious communities, 

environmental projects and laws, to 

demonstrate how beliefs, ethics, and values 

can influence careers and positive social 

action.

The Social Studies curriculum has strong links 

with PSHE through themes such as identity, 

relationships, equality, respect, mental 

wellbeing, moral decision-making, and 

preparing students to participate positively 

in modern British society. It also supports 

English by developing students’ speaking, 

listening, debate, reading, and extended 

writing skills through discussion, 

interpretation of texts, evaluating 

viewpoints, and constructing balanced 

arguments.

Computer 

Science

Computer Science equips students with 

problem-solving, computational thinking 

and programming skills that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skills support 

pathways into software development, 

cybersecurity, game design, artificial 

intelligence, data science, engineering and 

network management, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

logical thinking, creativ ity and digital 

literacy.

Computer Science has strong links with 

Maths through logic, algorithms, sequences 

and problem-solving. It also supports 

Science and Engineering through 

computational modelling and 

programming, Business through data 

analysis and digital technologies, and 

Design & Technology by developing 

coding, innovation and systems thinking to 

solve real-world problems.

Year 9 begins with two terms of programming, building on the knowledge and skills developed in Years 7 and 8. Students extend their understanding of programming by using more advanced concepts, including nested selection, `for` and `while` loops, arrays and random 

number generation. They apply these skills to design, develop and test increasingly complex programs, creating practical projects such as a Magic 8 Ball simulator while developing their problem-solving, logical thinking and debugging skills.



Year 10 Curriculum Overview
Subject Exam Board / Qualification Half-term 1 Half-term 2 Half-term 3 Half-term 4 Half-term 5 Half-term 6 Careers links Cross-curricular links

English AQA GCSE English Language 

& English Literature

An Inspector Calls: a play by JB Priestley. This 

is examined on Literature Paper 2 where 

students write a critical, analytical essay 

showing their knowledge of the text, 

understanding how the play is crafted and 

what it meant at the time of writing, as well 

as its relevance to the world today. 

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. This is 

examined on Literature Paper 1 through the 

analysis of the text through an extract from 

his timeless novella. As with all the literature 

texts at GCSE, students must show their 

knowledge of the text, understanding how 

the play is crafted and what it meant at the 

time of writing, as well as its relevance to 

the world today. 

Reading section of their GCSE Language 

exam, For Paper 1, students are taught how 

to read an unseen literary text critically. They 

answer questions on comprehension,  

language and structure analysis and 

evaluation. For paper 2, they read two non-

fiction texts from different time periods, and 

answer questions on summarising the two 

texts, language analysis and comparison. 

Poetry Anthology: We study 15 poems on 

the theme of Power and Conflict. This will be 

examined on Literature Paper 2 through a 

comparison of a named poem and another 

of the student's choice.

Writing section of the Language Papers. We 

begin with creative descriptive writing and 

end on non-fiction writing. Speaking and 

Listening: Students prepare and present a 

short speech as part of their GCSE. These are 

marked by teachers. The grade is revealed 

on Results Day.

Y10 mock exams: students will sit both 

Language papers and be tested on An 

Inspector Calls, A Christmas Carol and the 

Poetry Anthology. After mocks, we will 

complete the study of the poems. 

Through the GCSE course in Years 10 and 

Year 11, students develop vital skills to 

increase their employability in almost every 

career. The list is endless but the key 

attributes they develop from school to the 

workplace include written and verbal 

communication, critical and creative 

thinking, analysis and presentation skills. 

During the English GCSE course, all subjects 

benefit from the advanced written, verbal 

and reading skills students are developing. 

They need these to succeed in every 

subject, enabling students to access 

increasingly complex texts, construct well-

reasoned arguments and become 

confident, independent young people. 

Maths Pearson Edexcel PYTHAGORAS and TRIGONOMETRY and 

CONSTRUCTIONS. Students will explore 

Pythagoras' theorem and use this to solve 

problems. They will discuss angles of 

elevation and depression using these within 

right-angled trigonometry. Constructions 

teaches students how to use mathematical 

equipment correctly to make accurate 

drawings.

INDICES, SURDS and DECIMALS.  Students 

consolidate their prior learning of indices by 

looking at more complex questions.  They 

learn what surds are, that they are an exact 

representation of a number and how to 

manipulate and complete calculations with 

them.  They will extend their indices 

knowledge to fractional and negative and 

consolidate their standard form knowledge.

EXPRESSIONS and IDENTITIES and CIRCLE 

THEOREMS. Students expand their 

knowledge of expanding brackets to triple 

brackets and special cases of quadratics.  

They learn to factorise both linear and 

quadratic expressions.  They also meet for 

the first time circle theorems, where they 

learn to apply the different theorems to 

solve problems .

PRIMES, BOUNDS, FORMULAE and 

SIMULTANEOUS EQUATIONS.  Students will 

learn to use prime factor form to help 

problem solve, to understand the impact of 

using rounded values in calculations and to 

calculate an error interval when rounded 

values have been used.  They will learn to 

manipulate formulae and solve 

simultaneous equations.

STATISTICS, PROBABILITY and QUADRATICS.  

Students will learn how to calculate the 

mean, understand the effect of extremes of 

data, learn to produce and interpret more 

complex statistical diagrams.  They build on 

their knowledge of factorisation of 

quadratics by solving through the different 

methods and develop a true understanding 

of the properties of quadratic curves.

COORDINATE GEOMETRY and RATIO / 

PROPORTION.  Students will consolidate their 

understanding of straight line graphs being 

able to find the equations of a line from 

various information, find the distance 

between two points on a graph and 

understand how this relates to Pythagoras' 

theorem.  Extend their ratio and proportion 

knowledge to direct and inverse proportion 

problem solving.

In Year 10 the focus of students' next steps 

becomes important and therefore the 

conversation of where the maths they are 

learning is applicable to the world of work.  

At key points in their learning they will be 

exposed to how the learning in the 

classroom is linked to careers and further 

education through the questions they will 

be asked, the knowledge of extension of 

the maths given to them by their teacher 

and discussion on where they might see / 

use the maths outside of the classroom

Students develop cross-curricular links 

through the use of data, graphs and 

proportion. In Business, they apply different 

types of averages to interpret performance 

data and compare this with information 

presented in the media. Their skills in reading 

and analysing graphs support learning in 

Geography, where they interpret data such 

as population trends, while explaining and 

evaluating this information reinforces the 

analytical writing skills developed in English. 

Students also apply proportional reasoning in 

Food Technology when adapting recipes to 

serve different numbers of people.

Combined 

Science

Pearson Edexcel Inside Cells and Acids & Bases: Students 

deepen their understanding of how cells 

function by studying enzymes, diffusion, 

osmosis and active transport, linking these 

processes to the movement of substances 

in living organisms. In chemistry, they 

investigate the properties of acids and 

alkalis, neutralisation reactions, pH, salt 

preparation and precipitation reactions, 

while developing practical laboratory 

techniques and writing balanced chemical 

equations.

Cells and DNA, and Electromagnetic 

Radiation: Students explore cell division, 

DNA, inheritance and genetic variation, 

developing an understanding of how 

characteristics are passed between 

generations. In physics, they study the 

electromagnetic spectrum, investigating the 

properties, uses and risks of different types of 

electromagnetic radiation, and how 

electromagnetic waves are produced and 

interact with matter.

similarities and difference Radioactivity, Responding to Change and 

Metals: Students continue their study of 

radioactivity by exploring nuclear equations, 

half-life and the safe use of radioactive 

materials. In biology, they investigate how 

hormones and the nervous system 

coordinate responses within the body and 

maintain stable internal conditions. In 

chemistry, students study the reactivity of 

metals, extraction methods, redox reactions 

and the environmental impact of metal 

production.

Chemistry Calculations, Work & Power, 

Plants & Photosynthesis and Advanced 

Forces: Students extend their quantitative 

chemistry skills through mole calculations 

and reacting quantities. They investigate 

energy transfers, work done and power 

before studying photosynthesis, transport in 

plants and the factors affecting plant 

growth. In physics, students build on their 

understanding of forces by analysing 

contact and non-contact forces and 

determining resultant forces using scale 

diagrams.

Springs, Electricity and the Periodic Table: 

Students investigate the relationship 

between force, extension and elastic 

potential energy through the study of 

springs. They then develop their 

understanding of electrical circuits, current, 

potential difference, resistance and mains 

electricity before finishing the year by 

studying the alkali metals, halogens and 

noble gases, identifying patterns within the 

periodic table and explaining trends in their 

properties.

Throughout Year 10, students strengthen the 

practical, mathematical and analytical skills 

required for GCSE Science and beyond. 

They apply scientific knowledge to 

increasingly complex contexts while 

developing the investigative and problem-

solving skills used by scientists, engineers, 

healthcare professionals and technicians. 

Career links are embedded throughout the 

curriculum, highlighting applications in 

medicine, genetics, pharmacy, electrical 

engineering, environmental science, 

materials science and many other STEM 

careers.

Year 10 Science places a strong emphasis 

on mathematical application. Students use 

algebra, ratios, standard form, graph 

interpretation and proportional reasoning to 

solve scientific problems in chemistry and 

physics. Links with Maths are reinforced 

through quantitative calculations, while 

biology supports learning in physical 

education through human physiology and 

exercise. Students also continue to develop 

their scientific literacy by evaluating 

evidence, interpreting experimental data 

and constructing extended scientific 

explanations using precise technical 

vocabulary.

Separate 

Science

Pearson Edexcel Measuring Chemical Reactions, 

Understanding Waves, Ecology and Inside 

Cells: Students investigate the factors that 

affect the rate of chemical reactions, 

applying collision theory to explain their 

observations. They develop their 

understanding of wave behaviour, including 

reflection, refraction and wave applications, 

before studying ecosystems and the 

interactions between organisms and their 

environment. Students also investigate 

enzymes and the movement of substances 

into and out of cells through diffusion, 

osmosis and active transport.

Acids and Alkalis, Electromagnetic 

Spectrum and the Circulatory System: 

Students investigate the reactions of acids 

and alkalis, learning how salts are prepared 

through a range of practical techniques. 

They study the electromagnetic spectrum, 

image formation and infrared radiation, 

before exploring gas exchange, circulation 

and cardiovascular health in humans.

Chemistry Calculations and Radioactivity: 

Students develop quantitative chemistry 

skills through empirical formulae and 

reacting mass calculations. They also 

investigate radioactive decay, half-life and 

nuclear radiation, exploring the uses and 

risks of radioactivity in medicine, industry and 

energy production.

Responding to Change and Metals: 

Students study how the body maintains 

stable internal conditions through hormones 

and the nervous system, including the 

control of blood glucose, body 

temperature and water balance. They also 

investigate the reactivity of metals, 

extraction methods, corrosion and alloys, 

considering both industrial processes and 

their environmental impact.

Chemistry Calculations, Work and Power, 

and Plant Structure and Function: Students 

extend their chemistry calculations to 

include moles, reacting quantities, titrations 

and solution concentrations. They 

investigate work, power and energy 

transfers before studying photosynthesis, 

transport in plants and the role of plant 

hormones in growth and development.

Advanced Forces, Springs, Electricity and 

Groups in the Periodic Table: Students 

extend their understanding of forces by 

investigating moments, gears, levers and 

springs. They study electrical circuits, current, 

potential difference and resistance before 

exploring the properties and trends of the 

alkali metals, halogens and noble gases.

Throughout the GCSE Separate Science 

course, students continue to develop the 

practical, analytical and mathematical skills 

required in scientific and technical careers. 

Practical investigations, problem-solving and 

data analysis prepare students for further 

study and careers in medicine, engineering, 

environmental science, research and many 

other STEM disciplines.

Separate Science strengthens links with 

Maths through algebra, graph interpretation, 

standard form and quantitative calculations. 

Students also make connections with 

geography through ecology and 

environmental sustainability, and with 

physical education through human 

physiology and health, while continuing to 

develop their scientific literacy through 

evidence-based explanations and data 

analysis.

Geography Edexcel A River landscapes - this topic investigates a 

river's long profile, focusing on the 

characteristics, processes and impacts of 

rivers. Management techniques will then be 

investigated.

Weather and climate change - This topic 

investigates past climate, human and 

physical causes of climate change and 

how best to manage climate change 

sustainably.

Ecosystems, biodiversity and management - 

students will examine the world's 

ecosystems, their climate and biodiversity. 

Specific focus will be on rainforests and arid 

environments. Sustainable management 

methods will then be investigated.

Fieldwork - This topic will give students the 

knowledge and skills to complete their own 

fieldwork studies. 

Within geography, students are taught 

about a range of different geographical 

disciplines which are relevant to the 

workplace. An example of this is our focus 

on geology. We also focus on the 

sustainable management of our coastal 

and river networks. Additionally, students will 

gain many transferable skills within the 

fieldwork investigation. 

The heavy focus on geology at the start of 

the course has strong links with the sciences, 

as does the focus on the global climate 

and ecosystems. GCSE geographers will also 

gain strong cross-curricular links with 

sociology, where we investigate indigenous 

tribes, and also look at the processes of 

change within a city and its structure and 

the impact this has on its citizens.

History Pearson Edexcel Medicine Through Time - Historical 

Environment: Medicine on the Western Front. 

Students will examine the context of the 

British sector, the trench system, nature of 

terrain and problems of transport. They will 

consider the nature of wounds, effects of 

gas attacks, different stages of treatment 

and the significance of trench warfare on 

the progress of medicine.

Within History, students will be taught about 

how the skills they are learning, can be 

applied in a variety of careers. Students 

have to be able to analyse sources and 

interpretations and be able to put forward 

evidence-based arguments. Through 

studying historical interpretations, students 

will be exposed to the work of historians. 

In the medicine unit, students will be able to 

use information they have learnt in science 

about key medical developments such as 

the structure of DNA. Students also explore 

the impact of urbanisation on health which 

links well to urbanisation topics within 

geography.

Spanish Pearson Edexcel Digital life, internet, free time and plans: 

Students describe online activities, discuss 

the advantages and disadvantages of the 

internet, give opinions about sports and 

hobbies, and arrange future weekend plans. 

Grammar includes present-tense regular 

and irregular verbs, stem-changing verbs, 

opinion verbs such as gustar, and the near 

future.

Past weekends, holidays, travel and festivals: 

Students describe what they did at the 

weekend, narrate a day that went wrong, 

discuss future travel plans, learn about 

Spanish-speaking festivals, and describe 

recent holidays and accommodation. 

Grammar includes the preterite, key 

irregular verbs, direct object pronouns, 

comparatives, superlatives, si clauses and 

the imperfect for descriptions.

Accommodation, role play and holiday 

time frames: Students describe where they 

stayed, give positive and negative opinions, 

and practise transactional language for 

hotels, restaurants and booking a room. 

They consolidate holiday vocabulary and 

use several time frames together. Grammar 

includes negatives, question formation, soler 

+ infinitive, and present, preterite, imperfect 

and near future tenses.

Family, photos, role models, friendship and 

identity: Students describe family members 

and photo-card images, talk about a 

person they admire, describe friendships and 

relationships, and explain what matters to 

them. Grammar includes ser and tener, the 

present continuous, desde hace, the 

perfect tense, reflexive verbs, and structures 

such as lo más importante es and lo que 

me preocupa es.

Problems, advice, healthy routines and 

food: Students talk about moods, problems 

and relationships, give advice, describe 

healthy daily routines, and discuss food, 

mealtimes and food trends. Grammar 

includes estar for moods, negatives, 

deberías and podrías + infinitive, reflexive 

verbs, direct object pronouns, and 

impersonal structures such as hay que, se 

necesita and hace falta.

Changing habits, illness and future 

wellbeing: Students compare old and new 

habits, talk about illnesses and injuries, 

practise a doctor’s role play, and describe 

future health and wellbeing plans. 

Grammar includes the imperfect, ya no + 

present tense, reflexive verbs in the preterite, 

advice structures and the simple future with 

si clauses. The spreadsheet also indicates a 

possible Year 10 mock assessment point.

Spanish equips students with 

communication, cultural awareness and 

global citizenship skills that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skills support 

pathways into international business, 

education, translation, interpreting, travel 

and tourism, diplomacy and global 

organisations, while also preparing students 

for any profession that values effective 

communication, cultural understanding and 

collaboration.

Spanish has strong links with Geography 

through the study of Spanish-speaking 

countries, cultures and environmental issues. 

It also supports PSHE and Citizenship by 

exploring identity, relationships, healthy 

lifestyles and global responsibility, and 

English by developing communication, 

literacy and debating skills. These links help 

students broaden their cultural 

understanding while developing the 

confidence to communicate effectively in 

an increasingly interconnected world.

French Pearson Edexcel Free time, media and technology

Students explore how they spend their free 

time online, including francophone festivals 

and games.

They learn to talk about online activities and 

staying active using the present tense, 

including regular -er verbs and common 

irregular verbs.

Key skills include describing routines, 

improving pronunciation, and understanding 

spoken French through transcription 

activities.

 Plans, weekends and family life

Students describe what they watch and 

make plans using question forms and the 

near future tense.

They talk about what they did last weekend 

using the perfect tense.

They begin the theme of family and identity 

by describing weekend routines and using 

reflexive verbs in the present tense.

Family, friends, identity and celebrations

Students discuss friendship, personal identity 

and what makes people happy.

They describe appearance and photos, use 

adjective agreement and understand the 

position of adjectives.

They talk about role models, family 

celebrations and events using the present, 

perfect and near future tenses.

School life and progress	

Students compare school life in 

francophone countries with their own 

experience.

They talk about subjects, school rules and 

opinions, using comparative adjectives and 

impersonal structures followed by infinitives.

They describe progress at school and 

practise using irregular verbs in the perfect 

tense.

 Languages, future plans and wellbeing

Students talk about what school was like 

when they were younger using the 

imperfect tense.

They discuss languages and future 

opportunities using a range of time frames 

and negative forms.

They begin the wellbeing topic by discussing 

meals and mealtimes, using the partitive 

article and common small words.

Healthy lifestyle, wellbeing and life changes

Students discuss mental health, physical 

health, illness and accidents, and they 

practise giving advice.

They use modal verbs, reflexive verbs in the 

perfect tense, and the simple future tense.

They describe lifestyle changes using the 

imperfect, present and simple future tenses, 

with continued listening, speaking, reading 

and writing practice.

French equips students with 

communication, cultural awareness and 

global citizenship skills that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skills support 

pathways into international business, 

education, translation, interpreting, travel 

and tourism, diplomacy and global 

organisations, while also preparing students 

for any profession that values effective 

communication, cultural understanding and 

collaboration.

French has strong links with Geography 

through the study of French-speaking 

countries, cultures and environmental issues. 

It also supports PSHE and Citizenship by 

exploring identity, relationships, healthy 

lifestyles and global responsibility, and 

English by developing communication, 

literacy and debating skills. These links help 

students broaden their cultural 

understanding while developing the 

confidence to communicate effectively in 

an increasingly interconnected world.

Music Pearson BTEC Level 1/2 Tech 

Award in Music Practice

Course Introduction

Students take part in a range of practical 

activities to introduce them to the course 

and each other. This includes rehearsing a 

piece as a class ensemble, learning about 

their instrumental skills and ability to play 

effectively as a group. They learn the 

keywords required for the course and 

complete a wide range of listening activities 

to further develop their understanding of 

these.

They are also introduced to SoundTrap as a 

DAW, learning about how to use loops, 

record in music and manipulate samples.

Composing Skills - exploring melody, 

harmony and rhythm in preparation for 

Component 2

Music equips students with creativity, 

communication, collaboration and 

analytical skills that are valued in a wide 

range of careers. These skills support 

pathways into careers as performers, 

composers, producers, music historians, 

teachers, sound engineers, arts 

administrators and music publishers, while 

also preparing students for professions in 

media, education and any career that 

values creativity, confidence and effective 

teamwork.

Music has strong links with History through the 

study of musical genres, historical periods 

and the influence of world events, including 

slavery and the Middle Passage. It also 

supports Geography by exploring the origins 

of music from regions such as the USA, West 

Africa and Indonesia, English through lyric 

writing, storytelling and song structure, and 

Maths through rhythm, patterns, sequences 

and musical notation. These links help 

students understand how music reflects 

culture, history and society while developing 

creativity and critical thinking.

Drama Pearson BTEC Level 2 Tech 

Award

Drama equips students with creativity, 

communication and collaboration skills that 

are valued in a wide range of careers. 

These skills support pathways into acting, 

theatre, directing, stage management, 

teaching, broadcasting, events 

management and the creative industries, 

while also preparing students for any 

profession that values confidence, 

leadership, teamwork and effective 

communication.

Drama has strong links with English through 

the study of scripts, characterisation and 

storytelling. It also supports Music and Dance 

through performance and expression, History 

through the exploration of different 

theatrical styles and contexts, and PSHE by 

developing confidence, empathy, resilience 

and effective communication. These links 

help students express ideas creatively while 

building skills that transfer across the 

curriculum.

Dance Pearson BTEC Level 2 Tech 

Award

Dance equips students with creativity, 

discipline and collaboration skills that are 

valued in a wide range of careers. These 

skills support pathways into professional 

performance, choreography, dance 

teaching, musical theatre, fitness, events 

management and the wider creative 

industries, while also preparing students for 

any profession that values resilience, 

teamwork, confidence and self-expression.

Dance has strong links with PE through 

physical fitness, coordination and 

performance, and with Music through 

rhythm, timing and musical interpretation. It 

also supports Drama through expression and 

storytelling, Science through anatomy and 

physiology, and PSHE by promoting 

wellbeing, confidence, resilience and 

teamwork. These links help students 

develop both their physical and creative 

potential while preparing them for 

performance and lifelong participation in 

physical activity.
P.E. Core P.E. At this stage, learning aligns directly with 

careers that require advanced 

understanding and analysis, such as sports 

scientists, strength and conditioning 

coaches, performance analysts, and 

healthcare professionals. Students are 

expected to apply theoretical knowledge 

to improve performance, mirroring the 

demands of BTEC Sport and Exercise 

Science and related vocational pathways.

Cross-curricular links are highly explicit with 

biology (anatomy, physiology, and training 

adaptations), maths (data analysis, trends, 

and comparisons), and ICT (use of 

technology for performance tracking and 

evaluation). This phase reflects real-world 

application, where knowledge is used to 

inform decision making and improve 

outcomes.

Art & Design AQA GCSE Art & Design (Level 

2)

Theme - Organic Mechanics

Skills Progression - 

GCSE students in term 1-4 workshop a wide 

range of techniques giving them the 

confidence to work independently in later 

development work.

Drawing, Ink wash, Painting

Outcome - 

pencil

watercolour

inks

colour pencil

Theme - Organic Mechanics

Skills Progression - 

Ink and bleach

Ceramics

acrylic

pencil

Outcome - 

Theme - Organic Mechanics

Skills Progression - 

mixed media

Embossing

Lino printing

heart brief

Outcome - 

Theme - Organic Mechanics

Skills Progression - 

Heart final piece

exam preparation - students work 

independently on their chosen theme using 

skills learnt previously

Outcome -

Theme - Organic Mechanics

Skills Progression - 

exam  - students work independently on 

their chosen theme using skills learnt 

previously

Outcome - 

10 exam

Theme - Organic Mechanics

Skills Progression - 

Feedback from exam, working towards 

individually set targets. Realising areas of 

strength and development.

Outcome - 

Completed coursework unit.

KS4 Art serves as a vital foundation for a 

diverse range of creative industry pathways. 

By developing essential skills in visual 

communication, problem-solving, and 

project management, the subject naturally 

leads to careers in graphic design, 

illustration, and architecture. Students can 

explore and apply for these career fields 

through further education options like Level 

3 BTEC Art and Design at The Malling School.

Alternative career pathways include: 

branding, web design, or digital marketing. 

Students specialising in textiles or 3D Design 

often transition into roles like fashion design, 

interior architecture, or costume design. 

Furthermore,, traditional disciplines like fine 

art and photography provide direct routes 

into the media, publishing, and film 

industries, preparing individuals for roles as 

concept artists, animators, or museum 

curators.

At KS4 Art empowers and cultivates Students 

to become independent thinkers by 

requiring them to define their own lines of 

enquiry, take creative risks and refine 

personal outcomes. This iterative process of 

critical thinking, analysis, and problem-

solving actively fosters analytical reasoning 

that directly transfers to evaluating texts in 

English, forming hypotheses in Science, and 

spatial reasoning in Maths.

3D Art & Design AQA  GCSE Art & Design:

3D Design (Level 2)

Skills: Sketchbook/Portfolio Presentation: 

Natural Structures: Primary research, 

Photography, Observational Drawings with 

mixed mediums, cardboard manipulation, 

ink drawing - maquette of a natural 

structure by A Goldsworthy

Skills: Man-made structures 

"DECONSTRUCTIVISM" Observing and 

recording imagery and drawings of 

architectural buildings. Translating abstract 

concepts or 3D visions onto 2D paper using 

perspective drawing and shading, 

foamboard 3D modelling, aluminium craft 

wire, photo manipulation PPT, Kirigami paper 

staircases. 

Skills: Analyse and Draw MC Escher work, 

shading and rendering - Creating 

Tessellation working with shapes and pattern 

manipulation. Cutting and shaping staircase 

design onto Foamblock to create Infinite 

Staircase Maquette. Optical Illusion Drawing. 

Skills: Developing Ideas: Creative thinking 

and challenge. Mood boards of Designs. 

Material experimentation - staircase 

maquettes. Hand tools and machinery - 

Fretsaw H&S

Skills: Model Making - Developing 

sketchbook pages and annotations - 

making a Design Journey referring to artists 

and selecting materials preparing of the 

exam. Making a Plan of Action

Mock Exam Prep: Mock Exam (2 Days) At KS4 3D Design builds foundational spatial 

awareness, material knowledge, and 

prototyping skills, linking directly to careers in 

architecture, product design, and digital 

media. By mastering technical drawing and 

3D modelling, Students create a portfolio for 

pathways like an Architectural Technologist, 

Industrial Designer, Set Designer, or 3D 

Modeller.

At KS4 3D Design cultivates inquisitive minds 

and independent thinking by requiring 

Students to lead their own iterative design 

processes. Through hands-on-problem-

solving, material exploration, and critical 

analysis of design contexts, learners develop 

highly transferable skills that encourage 

logical reasoning, imaginative risk-taking, 

and innovative idea generation across all 

Key Stage 4 subjects.

Hospitality and 

Catering

WJEC/Eduqas Unit 1 AO 1. Hospitality and Catering 

provision. Different types of provisions and 

services offered, Diverse range of jobs within 

the industry front-of-house, back-of-house 

and hotel jobs. Roles and responsibilities 

within each job role. Styles of food service. 

Alongside this Students will be practising a 

range of high level practical dishes to 

extend their cookery competence.

Unit 1 AO 1. Hospitality and Catering 

provision. Different types of provisions and 

services offered, Diverse range of jobs within 

the industry front-of-house, back-of-house 

and hotel jobs. Roles and responsibilities 

within each job role. Styles of food service. 

Alongside this Students will be practising a 

range of high level practical dishes to 

extend their cookery competence.

Unit 1 AO2. How the Hospitality and Catering 

provisions operate. How back-of-house and 

front-of-house workflow happens and the 

reasons why. Specific uses of utensils and 

large scale equipment. Requirements of 

customers visiting a provision and how best 

to meet individuals' needs. Along with 

continued practical work.

Unit 1 AO2. How the Hospitality and Catering 

provisions operate. How back-of-house and 

front-of-house workflow happens and the 

reasons why. Specific uses of utensils and 

large scale equipment. Requirements of 

customers visiting a provision and how best 

to meet individuals' needs. Along with 

continued practical work.

Free choice practical lessons to prepare for 

mock practical exam in term 6. Practice 

preparation for all theory content related to 

Unit 2: Coursework element. After the 

Practical Mock Exam students will be 

required to learn about the functions of 

nutrients. They will compare the nutritional 

needs of specific groups and learn about 

the characteristics of unsatisfactory 

nutritional intake. They will demonstrate an 

understanding of the impact of cooking 

methods based on nutritional value.

Free choice practical lessons to prepare for 

mock practical exam in term 6. Practice 

preparation for all theory content related to 

Unit 2: Coursework element. After the 

Practical Mock Exam students will be 

required to learn about the functions of 

nutrients. They will compare the nutritional 

needs of specific groups and learn about 

the characteristics of unsatisfactory 

nutritional intake. They will demonstrate an 

understanding of the impact of cooking 

methods based on nutritional value.

Hospitality and Catering equips students with 

practical, organisational and customer 

service skills that are valued in a wide range 

of careers. These skills support pathways into 

hospitality, catering, event management, 

hotel management, tourism, food 

production, nutrition, environmental health 

and the culinary arts, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

teamwork, communication, creativity and 

problem-solving.

Hospitality and Catering has strong links with 

Food Technology through food preparation, 

nutrition and food safety. It also supports 

Business by developing an understanding of 

customer service, budgeting and enterprise, 

Maths through costing, portion control and 

recipe calculations, and Science through 

food hygiene, nutrition and the principles of 

cooking. These links help students develop 

practical life skills while preparing them for 

employment within the hospitality industry.

Computer 

Science

OCR Computer Science equips students with 

computational thinking, problem-solving 

and programming skills that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skills support 

pathways into software development, 

cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, data 

science, game design, robotics, network 

engineering and systems analysis, while also 

preparing students for any profession that 

values logical thinking, innovation and 

digital literacy.

Computer Science has strong links with 

Maths through algorithms, logic, binary, data 

representation and problem-solving. It also 

supports Science and Engineering through 

computational modelling and 

technological innovation, Business through 

digital systems, cybersecurity and data 

management, and Design & Technology by 

developing programming, systems design 

and creative problem-solving skills. These 

links help students understand how 

computing underpins modern technology 

and everyday life.

Psychology AQA In term 3, students study Development. 

Within development, students learn about 

brain development from the womb to old 

age. Students study Piaget's stages of 

development looking at Piaget and 

Inhelder's 3 mountains task experiment. 

Students move on to exploring Dweck's 

mindset theory and Willingham's Learning 

Theory. They apply their knowledge to the 

second key study Gunderson et al. and finish 

development with the issue and debate - 

The Development of Morality. 

This term looks at the brain and 

neuropsychology, starting with the structure 

and function of the brain, localisation and 

lateralisation of function before moving on 

to the first key study by Sperry. Students then 

look at the role of the central nervous 

system and neurological damage before 

the second key study, The Case of Phineas 

Gage by Damasio et al. Students conclude 

the unit by looking at the Issue and Debate - 

How Psychology has Changed Over Time.

In Term 5 students study Social Influence, 

starting with key terms in social influence 

such as conformity, before looking at 

bystander influence and the first key study 

by Piliavin et al. students then study 

conformity further before looking at the 

second key study by Haney, Banks and 

Zimbardo, before moving onto obedience 

and the behaviour of crowds. Students 

conclude the year by looking at the Social 

and Cultural issues in Psychology. 

In Term 6, students are introduced to 

studying the two areas of psychology 

examination questions and Psychological 

Problems starting with unipolar depression, 

the cognitive explanation, CBT and drug 

therapy. 

The GCSE Psychology curriculum exposes 

students to a variety of career pathways, 

including clinical psychology, counselling, 

mental health services, neuroscience, 

teaching, healthcare, criminology, social 

work, policing, human resources, marketing, 

and research. The curriculum also uses real-

world case studies, experiments, and 

psychological theories to help students 

understand memory, behaviour, brain 

development, mental health, social 

influence, and criminal behaviour, 

demonstrating how psychologists use 

evidence to understand human behaviour 

and improve people’s lives.

Through the study of research methods in 

Year 10 Sociology, students have a deeper 

understanding of research methods in 

Psychology. There are also links between 

research methods and maths as students 

have to pick out trends from graphs and 

calculate percentages, fractions and 

decimals. There are scientific links within 

Psychology as students have to study the 

psychology of the brain and hormones. 

Psychology is also an excellent subject if 

students are looking to study Criminology or 

Psychology for IB.

UK landscapes and coastal landscapes - students investigate the characteristics of 

different rock types and how they create varying landscapes in the UK. The coasts topic 

investigates coastal processes and how erosion can be managed.

Performance & Analysis Phase

By the end of Year 10, students will perform with a high level of competence and consistency, applying advanced skills and tactical understanding in a range of competitive situations. They will be able to analyse performance using relevant theoretical knowledge, making 

clear links between physical, technical, and tactical elements. Students will demonstrate independence in their learning, taking responsibility for improving performance through reflection and application of feedback. The Malling School Way will be evident in their 

leadership, communication, and professionalism, as they contribute positively to both their own progress and the development of others.

In terms 1 and 2, students will be introduced to the key approaches within Psychology, 

these include; the Biological approach, the Cognitive approach, the psychodynamic 

approach and the Social Learning. Students move on to Memory starting with key 

concepts such as memory and information processing, short-term and long-term memory 

and amnesia. Bartlett's Theory of reconstructive Memory with the key study War of the 

Ghosts is then studied, moving on to Atkinson and Shiffrin's Multi-Store Model of memory 

with the second key study Peterson and Peterson and finishing with the Issue and Debate 

of reductionism and holism.

Medicine Through Time - A thematic scheme of work that focuses on the causes, 

treatments and preventions of disease and illness from c.1250 to the present day. Students 

will use skills including; significance, change and continuity and similarities and differences.

Weimar and Nazi Germany - students will examine the political changes in Germany between 1918 and 1939. Students will investigate 

the rise and fall of the Weimar Republic as well as the growth of the Nazi Party and the changes that were made to Germany under 

their rule.

Component 1 – House (EDM) Music, Minimalism, British Invasion, Delta Blues and Film Music

Students spend the majority of this year exploring different genres of music. For each genre they learn about its historical context and origins, typical musical features and musicians 

associated with the style. They complete research tasks and listening activities as well as practical exploration of each style. All Students will produce, compose and perform music 

applying their knowledge about the different styles to their practical work, linked to a word provided by the exam board.

Using everything they have learnt, Students then submit a piece of coursework that incorporates their acquired knowledge as well as their practical exploration and case studies, 

using PowerPoint to complete the written tasks as well as embed their musical examples.

In Year 10, students begin the OCR GCSE Computer Science course by developing a secure understanding of computer systems and computational thinking. They explore how computer hardware and software work together, including the CPU, memory, storage, data 

representation, networks, cybersecurity and the ethical, legal, cultural and environmental impacts of technology.

Students also develop their programming knowledge by designing, writing, testing and refining increasingly sophisticated programs using a high-level programming language. They investigate algorithms, computational logic and problem-solving techniques, applying these 

skills to practical programming tasks while preparing for the demands of the GCSE course.

In Year 10, students begin the Pearson BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Performing Arts (Acting) by exploring a range of professional theatre practitioners, performance styles and dramatic texts. They develop their understanding of how actors communicate meaning through 

characterisation, movement, voice and stagecraft while analysing live and recorded performances.

Students refine their practical acting skills through rehearsal and performance, developing confidence, creativity and collaboration as they prepare performances for different audiences and purposes. Throughout the course, they evaluate their own work and that of others, 

applying feedback to improve their performance while gaining an understanding of the professional performing arts industry.

In Year 10, students begin the Pearson BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Performing Arts (Dance) by exploring a range of professional dance works, practitioners and performance styles. They develop their technical, expressive and choreographic skills while analysing how dance 

communicates ideas, emotions and meaning to an audience.

Students refine their performance technique through practical workshops, rehearsals and choreography, building confidence, creativity and physical fitness. They evaluate professional and personal performances, applying feedback to improve their technical and 

expressive skills while gaining an understanding of careers and opportunities within the performing arts industry.



Sociology AQA Introduction to Sociology - Students will gain 

an understanding of what Sociology is as 

well as the different theories and themes 

that run through the whole GCSE. 

Research methods - Students gain an 

understanding of how Sociologists conduct 

research and the advantages and 

disadvantages of different research 

methods.

The GCSE Sociology curriculum exposes 

Students to a wide range of career 

pathways, including social work, policing, 

law, criminology, teaching, psychology, 

journalism, healthcare, youth work, politics, 

public policy, community development, 

and research. The curriculum also uses real-

world examples, case studies, and 

sociological theories to help Students 

understand social issues such as crime, 

education, inequality, family life, and 

identity, demonstrating how sociologists and 

organisations use evidence to understand 

and improve society.

Through studying research methods in 

Psychology, students have a deeper 

understanding of research methods in 

Sociology. There are also links between 

research methods and maths as students 

have to pick out trends in data from graphs 

and tables. The study of the Suffragettes in 

History also helps students to understand the 

position and expectations of women and 

gender stereotypes in the past. Sociology is 

also an excellent subject for those looking 

to study Social and Cultural Anthropology 

for IB.

Media Studies AQA Introduction to Media Language and 

Representation, we begin to look at the 

semiotic school of thinking and Stuart Hall's 

representation theory, which we begin to 

apply to the close study product, the 1950s 

OVO advert. We look at television adverts 

and public service broadcasts.

We begin to look at media audiences and 

industries comparing the production and 

release of Hollywood blockbuster 'Black 

Widow' and British Social Realist film 'I, Daniel 

Blake'. We compare music videos, The 

Arctic Monkeys' 'I Bet You Look Good on the 

Dancefloor' with Blackpink's 'How You Like 

That', with a focus on audience 

demographics and psychographics and 

gratifications theory. 

We look at how media language and 

representations is applied through print 

media: Heat magazine and Tatler.

We study whole episodes of Doctor Who 

and His Dark Materials, comparing the 

changes that have taken places in industry, 

audiences, media language and 

representation in the fifty years between 

them.

We continue to look at Doctor Who and His Dark Materials with a focus on Media Industries and Media Audiences, and segue into BBC Radio 1's Launch Day, which we compare to Kiss Breakfast on Kiss Radio. We start our coursework, where Students get 

an opportunity to create their own media 

products. They will come up with a synopsis 

for a British social realist film and design three 

film posters.

It opens doors to the dynamic creative 

industries, equipping you with highly 

transferable analytical and technical skills. 

You can pursue digital pathways like social 

media management, content creation, 

and digital marketing, where data analysis 

and audience targeting are key. If you 

prefer traditional media, options include 

journalism, television production, public 

relations, and advertising copywriting. The 

course also builds strong foundations for 

technical roles in video editing, graphic 

design, and sound engineering.

It directly mirrors GCSE English Language, as 

both subjects require you to deconstruct 

textual meaning, analyse target audiences, 

and decode persuasive language. If you 

study GCSE History or Sociology, you will find 

deep crossovers in examining historical 

contexts, political bias, and how media 

representations shape social identities over 

time. For those taking creative subjects like 

GCSE Art and Design or Film Studies, the 

course reinforces practical skills in visual 

storytelling, page layout, and digital 

composition. Finally, it even links to GCSE 

Business, as both subjects analyse advertising 

strategies, market research, and how 

commercial industries generate profit.

Health & Social 

Care

Pearson BTEC Tech Award Introduction to Health and Social Care. 

Introduction to Component 1. Within the first 

term students will learn about the physical, 

intellectual, emotional and social 

development of individuals through the life 

stages of infancy, early childhood, 

adolescence, early adulthood, middle 

adulthood and later adulthood.

During this term students will learn about 

factors and  life events that can impact on 

the development of individuals. They will 

then learn about sources of support for 

individuals to enable them to adapt to 

changes in their life.

In term 3 students will be researching 

information and collating notes to enable 

them to write up their Component 1 

coursework piece. Students will the spend 6 

hours writing up their coursework under 

exam conditions within class. This will be 

completed in two 3 hour sessions over 2 

days.

Students will be introduced to component 2 

of the course. In this term students will learn 

about specific health conditions to begin 

with. They will then move on to learn about 

specific health and social care services that 

can assist individuals across all life stages 

have optimal growth and development. 

In term 5 students will be looking into barriers 

that can make accessing health and social 

care services difficult, and will discover ways 

of helping individuals to overcome these 

barriers. Students will also learn about the 

skills that are required of health and social 

care professionals, and how these help in 

providing the best care for service users.

Students will learn about the attributes and 

values that are needed to be an effective 

worker in the health and social care sector. 

Students will then apply their knowledge of 

the skills, attributes and values to case 

studies to deepen their understanding of the 

importance of these when building 

relationships with service users, allowing for 

the best possible holistic care.

Health and Social Care equips students with 

communication, empathy and problem-

solving skills that are valued in a wide range 

of careers. These skills support pathways into 

nursing, medicine, social work, childcare, 

education, physiotherapy, occupational 

therapy, counselling, public health and the 

wider health and care sector, while also 

preparing students for any profession that 

values teamwork, resilience and effective 

interpersonal skills.

Health and Social Care has strong links with 

Science through the study of human 

growth, development and health, and with 

PSHE by promoting wellbeing, relationships 

and healthy lifestyles. It also supports PE 

through physical health and fitness, 

Psychology and Sociology through 

understanding behaviour and society, and 

English by developing communication, 

evaluation and report-writing skills. These 

links help students understand the physical, 

emotional and social factors that influence 

health and wellbeing.

Photography AQA GCSE Art & Design:

Photography (Level 2)

Introduction to GCSE Photography 

Students learn how to operate DSLR 

cameras and the formal elements of 

photography.

Skill Progression & Outcome:

Formal elements, camera settings, rule of 

thirds, Bokeh, Lens glare, over exposure, 

monochrome, creative thinking/shots, 

framing, viewpoints, leading lines, symmetry, 

composition

GCSE Coursework - Sustained Project Theme 

- Close Up

GCSE students in term 2-4 workshop a wide 

range of techniques giving them the 

confidence to work independently in later 

development work.

Investigating artists/photographers:

Karl Blossfeldt (Nature)

Pyanek (Man Made)

Skill Progression &

Outcome:

Mind map, artist analysis, 

macro photography, 

lighting, photopea, editing

Theme: Close Up 

Investigating artists/photographers:

Mandy Brown (Oil on Water/Bubbles)

Man Ray (Cyanotypes)

Skill progression & Outcome:

Oil on water experiments,  light sensitive 

paper

Theme: Close Up 

A Moment in Time. 

Exam preparation. Students work 

independently on their chosen theme.

Skill progression & Outcome:

Mixed media A4 canvas

Theme: Close Up 

Skills Progression - 

Exam  students work independently on their 

chosen theme using skills learnt previously

Outcome - 

10-hour exam

Theme: Close Up 

Skill Progression

Feedback from exam, working towards 

individually set targets. Realising areas of 

strength and development.

Outcome - 

Completed coursework unit.

KS4 Photography builds essential technical 

visual, and analytical skills that serve as the 

foundation for diverse creative, 

commercial, and technical career 

pathways. By learning lighting, composition, 

and digital editing, Students can progress 

into careers such as commercial 

photography (fashion, advertising), media 

and journalism (photojournalism), or digital 

fields (web and graphic design).

Beyond direct photography roles, the 

subject links to visual pathways like digital 

marketing, film and television production 

(e.g. director of photography), and forensic 

science (crime scene investigator). Students 

learn to meet client briefs and tell stories 

visually, which is highly valued in the 

broader creative industries.

GCSE Photography cultivates critical enquiry 

and independent thinking across all KS4 

subjects by encouraging rigorous research, 

continuous visual experimentation, and 

purposeful problem-solving. By analysing 

contextual influences and refining concepts 

independently, students apply these 

analytical and imaginative skills to broader 

academic disciplines.

Business  Pearson Edexcel Business equips students with analytical, 

problem-solving and decision-making skills 

that are valued in a wide range of careers. 

These skills support pathways into business 

management, entrepreneurship, finance, 

accounting, marketing, human resources, 

retail, project management and 

economics, while also preparing students 

for any profession that values leadership, 

communication and commercial 

awareness.

Business has strong links with Maths through 

financial calculations, profit, revenue and 

interpreting data. It also supports English 

through persuasive communication, report 

writing and presenting arguments, 

Computing through digital marketing and 

business technologies, and Geography by 

exploring globalisation, international trade 

and the impact of businesses on local and 

global communities. These links help 

students understand how business decisions 

influence individuals, society and the wider 

economy.

BTEC Tech 

Award Sport

Pearson Edexcel The knowledge and skills developed 

through Components 1 and 2 provide 

students with an excellent introduction to 

careers linked to coaching, sports 

development, teaching and leisure 

management. Through studying 

participation in sport, barriers to exercise and 

how to engage different groups of people, 

students begin to understand the important 

role sport plays within communities. 

Alongside this, they develop practical 

leadership, communication and officiating 

skills through delivering warm-ups, leading 

drills and supporting other performers. These 

experiences mirror many of the real 

responsibilities carried out by coaches, PE 

teachers, sports development officers, 

activity leaders and fitness instructors, 

helping students build confidence and 

transferable skills that are highly valued 

within the sport and leisure industry.

The learning completed in Components 1 

and 2 creates strong cross-curricular links 

with subjects such as Science, PSHE, Business 

Studies and English. Students apply scientific 

knowledge when learning about the effects 

of exercise on the body, components of 

fitness and the importance of warm-ups, 

linking directly to biology and health 

education. Through exploring sports 

provision, barriers to participation and the 

role of technology in sport, students also 

develop an understanding of social issues, 

equality and the wider impact of the sport 

industry, supporting learning in PSHE and 

citizenship. In addition, students regularly 

develop communication, presentation and 

analytical writing skills through coursework 

tasks, discussions and practical leadership 

activities, reinforcing key literacy skills used 

across the wider curriculum.

Textiles AQA Theme - Underwater World. 

Skills workshops including: Tonal Pencil Study, 

Cyanotype, Hand Embroidery Stitching, 

Colour Pencil Study, Artist Study Pages, 

Needle Felting.

Theme - Underwater World. 

Skills workshops including: Watercolour 

Painting, Fine Liner and Paint Pointillism, Ink 

and Bleach

Theme - Underwater World. Skills workshops 

including: Silk Painting, Batik and 

embellishment, i.e. applique, beading and 

couching, Quilted Fabric Painting

Theme - Underwater World. 

Skills workshops including: Cling film 

sandwich samples, PVA sample pieces, 

Tyvek paper manipulation samples, Wet 

felting, Resin casting

Theme - Underwater World. 

Skills workshops including: Wet felting & 

embellishment outcome, Design idea 

development & annotation, Idea 

refinement & practice sample pieces.

Theme - Underwater World. 

Skills workshops including: Mini mock 

development piece, Main mock exam, 

Evaluation of mock exam. Refinement of 

sketchbook pages.

At KS4 Textiles bridges practical creativity 

and technical design, providing a solid 

foundation for dynamic industries. It primarily 

feeds into the Creative Arts and Design 

pathway (e.g. Fashion Designer, Costume 

Designer), the Retail and Business sector 

(e.g. Textile Buyer, Visual Merchandiser), and 

the Science and Manufacturing route (e.g. 

Clothing Technologist).

GCSE Textiles nurtures inquiring minds by 

requiring Students to independently 

research contexts, experiment with 

materials, and analyse their creative 

processes. This iterative problem-solving 

builds transferable analytical and evaluative 

skills that directly enhance performance 

across other KS4 subjects, from the scientific 

method in evaluating experiments to 

structured critical analysis in the humanities.

Component 1 – Preparing Participants to Take Part in Sport and Physical Activity. In Component 1, students explore the different types of sport and physical activity available in the UK 

and investigate how different organisations, such as schools, leisure centres and sports clubs, provide opportunities for participation. Students learn about the needs of different 

participants, including children, older adults and people with disabilities, and examine the barriers that may prevent people from taking part in physical activity. They also study the role 

of sports equipment and technology in improving participation and performance. A major focus of the component is understanding how to prepare the body safely for exercise 

through effective warm-ups and learning how the body responds to physical activity. Assessment is completed through internally assessed coursework-style tasks that combine 

written analysis, research and practical demonstration, including planning and delivering a warm-up session.

Component 2 – Taking Part and Improving Other Participants’ Sporting Performance. 

Component 2 focuses on practical sport participation and developing the ability to 

improve sporting performance in others. Students learn about the components of fitness 

and how they contribute to success in different sports, while also developing their own 

practical sporting skills through participation in isolated practices and competitive 

situations. They study the roles and responsibilities of officials, including referees, umpires 

and judges, and gain an understanding of the rules and regulations that govern sport. 

Students also learn how to analyse performance, break skills down into stages and use 

drills, demonstrations and feedback to help others improve. Assessment for this 

component is mainly practical and is completed through internally assessed assignments 

that require students to demonstrate performance, officiating and leadership skills 

alongside written and verbal analysis.

The Sociology of Families - Students will cover different theories of the function of the 

family as well as different family types. They will study different family roles and 

relationships and the theories of these roles as well as the values and consequences of 

divorce and the theories of this.

The Sociology of Education - students will cover the functions of education and the 

sociological perspectives on the role of education in society. They will look at the different 

types of schools and the effect of social class on educational achievement. Students will 

consider how gender and ethnicity affect educational achievement.

In Year 10, students begin the Pearson Edexcel GCSE Business course by developing an understanding of how small businesses are created, managed and developed. They explore the characteristics of successful entrepreneurs, business aims and objectives, market 

research, customer needs and the factors that influence business decision-making. Students investigate how businesses plan, finance and market their products and services, while developing an understanding of enterprise, innovation and the importance of responding to 

customer demand.

Throughout the year, students apply business theory to real-world case studies, analysing how businesses operate in competitive markets and evaluating the impact of business decisions. They develop analytical, evaluative and problem-solving skills while preparing for the 

demands of the GCSE course and gaining an understanding of how businesses contribute to the local, national and global economy.



Year 11 Curriculum Overview
Subject Exam Board / Qualification Half-term 1 Half-term 2 Half-term 3 Half-term 4 Half-term 5 Half-term 6 Careers links Cross-curricular links

English AQA GCSE English Language & 

English Literature

Revision for the mock exams, which take 

place this term. All four papers are 

examined. 

Bespoke class timetables according to 

class needs based on mock exam 

analysis. Teachers fil l the gaps, reteach 

where necessary, practise exam 

technique and ensure every student is 

prepared and confident for the exam 

period.

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams Through the GCSE course in Years 10 and 

Year 11, students develop vital skil ls to 

increase their employability in almost 

every career. The list is endless but the key 

attributes they develop from school to the 

workplace include written and verbal 

communication, critical and creative 

thinking, analysis and presentation skil ls. 

During the English GCSE course, all 

subjects benefit from the advanced 

written, verbal and reading skil ls students 

are developing. They need these to 

succeed in every subject, enabling 

students to access increasingly complex 

texts, construct well-reasoned arguments 

and become confident, independent 

young people. 
Maths Pearson Edexcel Students begin their revision in Year 11 and 

will spend term 1 revising key concepts to 

ensure that the foundation of all concepts 

is solid and can then be built upon in the 

remainder of the school year.

Students will study the following concepts 

Percentages, Indices and roots, Algebraic 

Manipulation, Straight-line graphs, Angle 

Facts.  These will be delivered at the 

appropriate level depending upon the tier 

entry of the student.

Accuracy, Circles, Equations and 

Inequalities, Probability, Sequences, 

Constructions, Quadratics, Quadratic 

graphs, Ratio and compound measures, 

proportion. These will be delivered at an 

appropriate level to meet the 

requirements of the tier entry of the 

student.

All students will now receive targeted 

work to address their areas for 

improvement following on from analysis 

of mock data.

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams In Year 11 the focus of the students' next 

steps becomes important and therefore 

the conversation of where the maths they 

are learning is applicable to the world of 

work. At key points in their learning they 

will be exposed to how the learning in the 

classroom is l inked to careers and further 

education through the questions they will 

be asked, the knowledge of extension of 

the maths given to them by their teacher 

and discussion on where they might see / 

use the maths outside of the classroom.

Maths has strong links with Physics through 

the use of formulae to calculate speed, 

velocity, density and pressure. It also 

supports Business by developing financial 

skil ls such as calculating simple and 

compound interest, depreciation and 

currency conversion. Students continue to 

strengthen their graph interpretation skil ls, 

which are applied across subjects such as 

Geography to analyse and interpret real-

world data, including population trends.

Combined 

Science

Pearson Edexcel Vector Quantities, Ecology and the 

Atmosphere: Students begin the final year 

of the GCSE course by extending their 

understanding of forces and motion 

through the study of vectors, momentum 

and Newton's Laws. They then investigate 

ecosystems, biodiversity and the cycling 

of materials through the environment 

before exploring the development of 

Earth's atmosphere, climate change and 

the evidence for human impacts on the 

environment.

Fuels and Electricity: Students study crude 

oil, hydrocarbons and the production and 

uses of fuels, considering both their 

benefits and environmental impacts. They 

then develop a deeper understanding of 

electrical circuits by investigating current, 

potential difference, power and energy 

transfers, applying mathematical 

relationships to explain the behaviour of 

electrical devices.

Electrolysis, Reversible Reactions, 

Magnetism & Induction, and Evolution: 

Students investigate electrolysis and 

industrial chemical processes, including 

the production of ammonia using the 

Haber process. In physics, they study 

magnetism, electromagnets, electric 

motors, transformers and the National 

Grid. They complete the biology course 

by exploring evolution, natural selection, 

classification, selective breeding and 

genetic engineering, examining the 

evidence that supports modern 

evolutionary theory.

Particle Model and GCSE Revision: 

Students complete the taught GCSE 

curriculum by studying the particle model, 

including density, changes of state, 

specific heat capacity and gas pressure. 

The remainder of the course is dedicated 

to systematic revision of the Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics specifications, 

consolidating knowledge, developing 

examination techniques and completing 

practice papers in preparation for the 

GCSE examinations.

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams Year 11 prepares students for GCSE 

examinations while continuing to develop 

the practical, analytical and problem-

solving skil ls valued across higher 

education, apprenticeships and 

employment. Throughout the year, 

students encounter real-world 

applications of science in fields including 

environmental science, renewable 

energy, chemical engineering, medicine, 

biotechnology, electrical engineering and 

climate science. Career links remain 

embedded throughout the curriculum, 

demonstrating how scientific knowledge 

supports a diverse range of STEM and non-

STEM careers.

Students draw together knowledge and 

skil ls from across the curriculum as they 

complete the GCSE Science course. 

Mathematical fluency is essential, with 

students applying algebra, graphs, 

proportional reasoning and data analysis 

to increasingly complex scientific contexts. 

Strong links with geography are 

developed through ecology, climate 

change and sustainability, while topics 

such as evolution, genetics and health 

complement learning in geography, 

physical education and personal 

development. Throughout the year, 

students refine their ability to evaluate 

evidence, interpret experimental data and 

Separate 

Science

Pearson Edexcel Fuels, Electricity, Electrolysis and 

Astronomy: Students investigate the 

chemistry of crude oil, fuels and 

hydrocarbons, considering both their uses 

and environmental impacts. They extend 

their understanding of electricity through 

the study of electrical power, static 

electricity and electric fields, before 

investigating electrolysis and its industrial 

applications. Students also explore the life 

cycles of stars, the structure of the 

universe and the evidence supporting 

modern theories of its origin and evolution.

Chemistry Calculations, Reversible 

Reactions, Magnetism & Induction, 

Qualitative Analysis and How Genes 

Work: Students develop advanced 

quantitative chemistry skil ls, including 

percentage yield, atom economy and 

gas volume calculations, before studying 

reversible reactions and the Haber 

process. They investigate magnetism, 

electromagnetism and induction, 

alongside qualitative analysis techniques 

used to identify substances. Students also 

develop their understanding of genetics 

by exploring protein synthesis, mutations 

Evolution: Students complete the Biology 

course by studying evolution, inheritance 

and natural selection. They investigate 

classification, microorganisms, genetic 

engineering, cloning and selective 

breeding, considering both the scientific 

principles and the ethical implications of 

modern biotechnology.

Organic Chemistry, Particle Model and 

Pressure: Students complete the 

Chemistry course by studying organic 

chemistry, polymers, alcohols, carboxylic 

acids and modern materials such as 

nanoparticles. They finish the Physics 

course by investigating the particle 

model, specific heat capacity and 

pressure in gases and liquids, applying 

mathematical relationships to explain the 

behaviour of matter.

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams Throughout Year 11, students apply their 

scientific knowledge and practical skil ls to 

increasingly complex contexts, preparing 

them for further study at A Level, the IB 

Diploma Programme or vocational 

pathways. Topics throughout the year 

highlight careers in engineering, medicine, 

environmental science, chemical 

manufacturing, astrophysics, 

biotechnology and scientific research.

Year 11 draws together knowledge from 

across the sciences while continuing to 

strengthen links with Maths through 

algebra, graph interpretation and 

quantitative calculations. Students also 

make connections with geography 

through sustainability and climate science, 

and with design, technology and 

engineering through electricity, materials 

and industrial chemistry. Scientific literacy 

is further developed through the 

evaluation of evidence, interpretation of 

data and application of scientific 

knowledge to unfamiliar contexts.

Geography Edexcel A Changing Cities - students will focus on the 

patterns and causes of change of the 

world's major cities. The topic focuses on 

the issues faced by cities in contrasting 

places located in countries with varying 

levels of development and how these 

issues can be overcome.

Global development - students will 

examine the process of development and 

the causes of inequality across the globe. 

Students will then investigate how these 

inequalities can be reduced, using India as 

a case study.

Resource management - students will 

investigate how natural resources are 

used across the globe. The types of 

natural resources will be investigated and 

how we can ensure resource

use is sustainable.

UK Challenges - this topic is designed to tie 

the entire GCSE together. This topic 

focuses on the issues that the UK faces 

and how we can manage these issues for 

a sustainable future in the UK.

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams In Year 11, students studying geography 

will be exposed to a range of careers, 

including those relating to the 

management and sustainable use of 

Earth's resources, such as fossil fuels and 

renewable energies. In the UK Challenges 

topic, Students will investigate the roles of 

many organisations whose job it is to solve 

the issues faced by the UK. This includes 

the Environment Agency, logistic and 

transport companies. 

In the development topic there are 

excellent cross-curricular l inks with  

sociology - focusing on the impact of 

varying rates of development, and also 

the sciences, with a focus on the 

sustainable management of resources. 

History Pearson Edexcel Revision/Exams Revision/Exams Within History, Students will be taught 

about how the skil ls they are learning, can 

be applied in a variety of careers. 

Students have to be able to analyse 

sources and interpretations and be able to 

put forward evidence-based arguments. 

Through studying historical interpretations, 

students will be exposed to the work of 

historians.

Students can develop further contextual 

knowledge on Elizabethan England in 

English lessons where they study texts 

written during this period.

Spanish Pearson Edexcel School l ife, school improvement, trips and 

cities: Students describe a typical school 

day, subjects, teachers and student 

character, explain how they would 

improve school, describe a past school 

trip, and begin Module 6 by describing 

Colombia, places in town, directions and 

Medellín. 

Grammar includes present tense revision, 

relative pronouns, l levar + time period + 

present participle, the conditional, school-

rule expressions, the perfect tense, 

demonstrative adjectives, and contrasting 

past and present.

Towns, shopping and places to live: 

Students continue describing how towns 

and cities have changed, practise 

shopping role-play language, describe 

where they live, and compare places to 

live. 

Grammar includes direct object pronouns, 

demonstrative adjectives, comparatives 

using que and como, and an introduction 

to the present subjunctive with verbs such 

as tener, hacer and venir.

My neighbourhood, community and 

environmental responsibil ity: Students 

learn about natural wonders in Spanish-

speaking countries, discuss how they help 

in their community, and describe actions 

to protect the planet. They also begin to 

consider wider global problems and 

solutions. 

Grammar includes prepositions, the 

imperative, the passive, the imperfect 

continuous, negatives and more complex 

translation.

Global issues, responsibil ity and future 

plans: Students talk about solutions to 

world problems, use the present 

subjunctive to give opinions, and 

consolidate understanding of multiple 

tenses. They then discuss hopes and plans 

for the future, using seguir/continuar + 

present participle and practising 

transcription of unfamiliar words.

Work, languages, future careers and 

technology: Students talk about jobs, work 

experience, future career intentions and 

the value of learning languages. They also 

discuss changes in work and the impact of 

artificial intell igence. 

Grammar includes possessive pronouns, 

prepositions followed by the infinitive, 

suffixes such as -dad and -idad, para que 

+ present subjunctive, and a conjugated 

verb followed by an infinitive. Students 

also practise listening, reading, oral and 

written assessment skil ls.

Revision/Exams Spanish equips students with 

communication, cultural awareness and 

global citizenship skil ls that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into translation, interpreting, 

diplomacy, international business, 

education, travel and tourism, and global 

organisations, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

effective communication, collaboration 

and cultural understanding.

Spanish has strong links with Geography 

through the study of Spanish-speaking 

countries, communities and global issues. 

It also supports Careers Education by 

exploring future pathways and 

employment, Computing through the use 

of technology and digital communication, 

and Citizenship and PSHE by developing 

cultural awareness, global responsibil ity 

and an understanding of l ife beyond the 

classroom. These links help students build 

the language and interpersonal skil ls 

needed to thrive in an increasingly 

interconnected world.French Pearson Edexcel Holidays, travel and tourism

Students talk about holiday destinations, 

accommodation and their ideal holiday.

They use the conditional tense, extend 

spoken and written responses, and discuss 

what people can see and do on holiday.

They learn to form and answer different 

types of questions and give opinions about 

travel experiences.

 Booking, staycations and the 

environment	

Students review and book holiday 

accommodation, using modal verbs and 

recognising positive and negative 

opinions.

They discuss staycation activities using a 

range of tenses, including the present and 

simple future.

They begin the environmental theme by 

exploring geography, climate, 

francophone countries, and 

environmental statistics.

Our planet and protecting the 

environment	

Students talk about environmental 

problems and day-to-day actions that 

help protect the planet.

They use comparatives, superlatives, the 

passive voice, the nous-form imperative 

and the present participle.

They discuss green technologies and 

practise recognising tenses and identifying 

accurate information in texts and listening 

tasks.

Local area, home and shopping	

Students describe their town or vil lage 

and talk about how long they have lived 

there using depuis.

They ask for and understand directions, 

use à with the definite article, and build 

strategies for understanding unfamiliar 

words.

They talk about clothes shopping, 

possessions and everyday interactions 

through role-play practice.

 Future study, work and examination 

preparation	

Students discuss possible career paths, 

different jobs and the positives and 

negatives of future choices.

They use advanced structures such as 

après avoir plus a past participle, verbs 

that take être in the perfect tense, and 

verbs followed by à or de.

They consolidate grammar from Modules 

1-8 and prepare for final GCSE-style 

listening, speaking, reading and writing 

assessments.

Revision/Exams French equips students with 

communication, cultural awareness and 

global citizenship skil ls that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into translation, interpreting, 

diplomacy, international business, 

education, travel and tourism, and global 

organisations, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

effective communication, collaboration 

and cultural understanding.

French has strong links with Geography 

through the study of French-speaking 

countries, communities and global issues. 

It also supports Careers Education by 

exploring future pathways and 

employment, Computing through the use 

of technology and digital communication, 

and Citizenship and PSHE by developing 

cultural awareness, global responsibil ity 

and an understanding of l ife beyond the 

classroom. These links help students build 

the language and interpersonal skil ls 

needed to thrive in an increasingly 
Music Pearson BTEC Level 1 / 2 Tech 

Award in Music Practice

Revision/Exams Music equips students with creativity, 

communication, collaboration and 

analytical skil ls that are valued in a wide 

range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into performance, composition, 

music production, teaching, sound 

engineering, arts administration and the 

wider creative industries, while also 

preparing students for any profession that 

values creativity, confidence, teamwork 

and effective communication.

Music has strong links with History through 

the study of musical genres and their 

historical and cultural contexts. It also 

supports Geography by exploring the 

origins and global influences of music from 

different regions of the world, English 

through lyric writing, storytelling, rhyme 

and song structure, and Maths through 

rhythm, patterns, sequences and musical 

notation. These links help students 

understand how music reflects culture, 

history and society while developing 
Drama Pearson BTEC Level 2 Tech 

Award

Revision/Exams Drama equips students with creativity, 

communication and collaboration skil ls 

that are valued in a wide range of 

careers. These skil ls support pathways into 

acting, theatre, directing, stage 

management, teaching, broadcasting, 

events management and the creative 

industries, while also preparing students for 

any profession that values confidence, 

leadership, teamwork and effective 

communication.

Drama has strong links with English through 

the study of scripts, characterisation and 

storytelling. It also supports Music and 

Dance through performance and 

expression, History through the exploration 

of different theatrical styles and contexts, 

and PSHE by developing confidence, 

empathy, resil ience and effective 

communication. These links help students 

express ideas creatively while building 

skil ls that transfer across the curriculum.
Dance Pearson BTEC Level 2 Tech 

Award

Revision/Exams Dance equips students with creativity, 

discipline and collaboration skil ls that are 

valued in a wide range of careers. These 

skil ls support pathways into professional 

performance, choreography, dance 

teaching, musical theatre, fitness, events 

management and the wider creative 

industries, while also preparing students for 

any profession that values resil ience, 

teamwork, confidence and self-

expression.

Dance has strong links with PE through 

physical fitness, coordination and 

performance, and with Music through 

rhythm, timing and musical interpretation. 

It also supports Drama through expression 

and storytelling, Science through anatomy 

and physiology, and PSHE by promoting 

wellbeing, confidence, resil ience and 

teamwork. These links help students 

develop both their physical and creative 

potential while preparing them for 

performance and lifelong participation in 
P.E. Core P.E. Revision/Exams By Year 11, students demonstrate 

independence and a mature 

understanding of performance, closely 

aligning with careers that require 

autonomy, leadership, and critical 

evaluation, such as elite coaching, sports 

therapy, teaching, and wider health and 

wellbeing professions. Students are able 

to justify decisions, evaluate performance 

in depth, and take ownership of their 

development, mirroring expectations in 

both further education and the 

workplace.

Cross-curricular l inks extend to science 

(training programmes, injury rehabilitation), 

English (structured evaluation and 

justification), and business (planning, 

organisation, and leadership). This phase 

prepares students for progression into KS5, 

apprenticeships, or employment, with 

transferable skil ls that extend well beyond 

sport.

Art & Design AQA GCSE Art & Design 

(Level 2)

Theme - Mock Exam Identity

Skil ls Progression - 

Year 11 focuses studentss on personal 

progression. They choose, develop and 

explore the theme in in ways that reflect 

their personal interests and strengths. 

Teachers will respond to their ideas and 

push them forward through artist analysis 

and materials development

Outcome - 

M ind map

mood board

artist analysis

Theme - Mock Exam Identity

Skil ls Progression - 

Year 11 focuses studentss on personal 

progression. They choose, develop and 

explore the theme in in ways that reflect 

their personal interests and strengths. 

Teachers will respond to their ideas and 

push them forward through artist analysis 

and materials development

Outcome - 

development

final piece

evaluation

Theme - Final Exam

Skills Progression - 

Year 11 focuses studentss on personal 

progression. They choose, develop and 

explore the theme in in ways that reflect 

their personal interests and strengths. 

Teachers will respond to their ideas and 

push them forward through artist analysis 

and materials development

Outcome - 

M ind map

mood board

artist analysis

Theme - Final Exam

Skills Progression - 

Year 11 focuses studentss on personal 

progression. They choose, develop and 

explore the theme in in ways that reflect 

their personal interests and strengths. 

Teachers will respond to their ideas and 

push them forward through artist analysis 

and materials development

Outcome - 

development

final piece

evaluation

Coursework completion Revision/Exams KS4 Art serves as a vital foundation for a 

diverse range of creative industry 

pathways. By developing essential skil ls in 

visual communication, problem-solving, 

and project management, the subject 

naturally leads to careers in graphic 

design, il lustration, and architecture. 

Students can explore and apply for these 

career fields through further education 

options like Level 3 BTEC Art and Design at 

The Malling School.

Alternative career pathways include: 

branding, web design, or digital 

marketing. Students specialising in textiles 

or 3D Design often transition into roles like 

fashion design, interior architecture, or 

costume design. Furthermore,, traditional 

disciplines like fine art and photography 

provide direct routes into the media, 

publishing, and film industries, preparing 

individuals for roles as concept artists, 

At KS4 Art empowers and cultivates 

Students to become independent thinkers 

by requiring them to define their own lines 

of enquiry, take creative risks and refine 

personal outcomes. This iterative process 

of critical thinking, analysis, and problem-

solving actively fosters analytical 

reasoning that directly transfers to 

evaluating texts in English, forming 

hypotheses in Science, and spatial 

reasoning in Maths.

3D Art & Design AQA GCSE Art & Design: 

3D Design (Level 2)

Mock Exam (Japanese Objects project)

Observational Drawings of Cultural 

objects - both organic and man-made. 

Graded pencils - l ight and dark tones 

(realism) selection of mediums to 

generate artwork on selected cultural 

objects. 2 Artist Studies. Design 

Development

Mock Exam (Japanese Objects project)

Designing and Making structural 

maquettes - variety of hand tools and 

machinery to construct 3D models - 

material experimentation preparing 

materials for exam - making a Plan of 

Action. 2 Days Practical Exam in the 

workshop making final piece

GCSE Exam Theme - Final Exam

Skills Progression - 

Year 11 focuses studentss on personal 

progression. They choose, develop and 

explore the theme in in ways that reflect 

their personal interests and strengths. 

Teachers will respond to their ideas and 

push them forward through artist analysis 

and materials development

Outcome - 

M ind map

mood board

artist analysis

GCSE Exam 

Theme - Final Exam

Skills Progression - 

Year 11 focuses studentss on personal 

progression. They choose, develop and 

explore the theme in in ways that reflect 

their personal interests and strengths. 

Teachers will respond to their ideas and 

push them forward through artist analysis 

and materials development

Outcome - 

development

final piece

evaluation

Coursework completion Revision/Exams At KS4 3D Design builds foundational 

spatial awareness, material knowledge, 

and prototyping skil ls, l inking directly to 

careers in architecture, product design, 

and digital media. By mastering technical 

drawing and 3D modelling, Students 

create a portfolio for pathways like an 

Architectural Technologist, Industrial 

Designer, Set Designer, or 3D Modeller.

At KS4 3D Design cultivates inquisitive 

minds and independent thinking by 

requiring Students to lead their own 

iterative design processes. Through hands-

on-problem-solving, material exploration, 

and critical analysis of design contexts, 

learners develop highly transferable skil ls 

that encourage logical reasoning, 

imaginative risk-taking, and innovative 

idea generation across all Key Stage 4 

subjects.

Hospitality and 

Catering

WJEC/Educas Practice preparation for all theory content 

related to Unit 2: Coursework element. 

After the Practical Mock Exam students 

will be required to learn about the 

functions of nutrients. They will compare 

the nutritional needs of specific groups 

and learn about the characteristics of 

unsatisfactory nutritional intake. They will 

demonstrate an understanding of the 

impact of cooking methods based on 

nutritional value.

Unit 2 Controlled assessment. In this unit 

students will learn more about specific 

nutritional requirements for a range of 

customers. They will learn how to design a 

2-course menu to address all customer 

needs ranging from special diets to the 

cost point of each dish.

Unit 2 Controlled assessment. In this unit 

students will learn more about specific 

nutritional requirements for a range of 

customers. They will learn how to design a 

2-course menu to address all customer 

needs ranging from special diets to the 

cost point of each dish. They will 

complete the 12-hour assessment which 

includes the 3-hour cooking exam

Unit 1 AO 3 Health and Safety Students 

will continue with studying for the written 

exam. Health and safety laws and 

legislation, responsibil ities of employers 

and employees. Completing accident 

forms, Food safety to include HACAP, 

RIDDOR and HASWA laws.

Unit 1 AO 4. Specific Food safety. To 

include causes and visible and non-visible 

signs of food poisoning. Intolerances and 

allergens. The best ways to prevent food 

poisoning. Environmental Health office 

and roles and responsibil ities.

Revision/Exams Hospitality and Catering equips students 

with practical, organisational and 

customer service skil ls that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into hospitality, catering, hotel 

and restaurant management, event 

management, tourism, food production, 

environmental health and the culinary 

arts, while also preparing students for any 

profession that values teamwork, 

communication, time management and 

problem-solving.

Hospitality and Catering has strong links 

with Science through nutrition, food safety, 

hygiene and the effects of cooking 

methods on nutritional value. It also 

supports Maths through recipe 

adaptation, portion control, costing and 

budgeting, Business through menu 

planning, customer needs and enterprise, 

and PSHE by promoting healthy lifestyles, 

food safety and informed consumer 

choices. These links help students develop 

practical l ife skil ls while preparing them for 

further study and careers within the 
Computer 

Science

OCR Revision/Exams Computer Science equips students with 

computational thinking, problem-solving 

and programming skil ls that are valued in 

a wide range of careers. These skil ls 

support pathways into software 

development, cybersecurity, artificial 

intell igence, data science, game design, 

robotics, network engineering and systems 

analysis, while also preparing students for 

any profession that values logical thinking, 

innovation and digital l iteracy.

Computer Science has strong links with 

Maths through algorithms, logic, binary, 

data representation and problem-solving. 

It also supports Science and Engineering 

through computational modelling and 

technological innovation, Business through 

digital systems, cybersecurity and data 

management, and Design & Technology 

by developing programming, systems 

design and creative problem-solving skil ls. 

These links help students understand how 

computing underpins modern technology 

and everyday life.

The American West - students will examine the early settlement of the West, the 

development of the Plains and conflicts and conquest in the American West.

the American West. Early Elizabethan England - Students will examine the role and 

relationship between Queen, Government and Religion. The challenges to Elizabeth 

at home and abroad. Elizabethan society in the Age of Exploration.

Component 2 Developing Skil ls

Students learn about the roles of performer, composer and producer within the music 

industry. They explore what each role involves and the skil ls required. They then 

choose to focus on two of these areas for this component. For each area they carry 

out a skil ls audit, identifying their strengths and areas for development. They set 

themselves SMART targets and devise an action plan to set out how they will 

demonstrate developing their skil ls. Students then work towards a performance, 

finished composition or arrangement that shows how they have developed their skil ls 

and is clearly l inked to the brief provided by the exam board. Along the way they 

collect evidence at milestone points and evaluate their progress.

Component 3 Responding to a Brief

This is the externally assessed element of the course. Students select a piece of music and a style of music from the exam brief 

provided. They begin by learning their chosen piece and understanding how it is constructed. Through a range of workshop 

lessons they explore the musical features of the different styles on the brief. They then work to change their chosen piece into the 

chosen style. Once completed they record their finished piece. Alongside this they write about their plans and ideas, 

demonstrating their understanding of their chosen style, explaining the process of how they created the piece and evaluating the 

finished product through a range of milestone reports.

Terms 1 and 2: For the first three weeks, we work on the Unseen Poetry question on 

Literature Paper 2. Students are required to analyse a short, modern poem; then 

compare this with a second unseen poem. We then focus on Romeo and Juliet, our 

chosen GCSE Shakespeare text. For the exam, students write a critical, analytical 

essay demonstrating their knowledge of the text, understanding of the writer's 

methods, and appreciation of the play's themes and context.

In Year 11, students build on the knowledge and skil ls developed in Year 10 as they complete the OCR GCSE Computer Science course. They deepen their understanding of computer systems, networks, cybersecurity, 

data representation and ethical, legal and environmental issues, while revisiting key concepts through exam-style questions and practical activities.

Students continue to develop their programming skil ls by designing, writing, testing and refining increasingly complex programs using computational thinking, algorithms and problem-solving techniques. They 

strengthen their ability to analyse and evaluate solutions, preparing confidently for the GCSE examinations while developing the digital and analytical skil ls required for further study and careers in computing.

In Year 11, students build on the practical and theoretical knowledge developed in Year 10 as they complete the Pearson BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Performing Arts (Acting). They further develop their acting skil ls 

through rehearsal, performance and character interpretation while responding creatively to performance briefs and applying professional rehearsal techniques.

Students continue to analyse and evaluate live and recorded performances, refining their ability to communicate meaning through voice, movement and characterisation. They work collaboratively to prepare 

performances for assessment, demonstrating creativity, resil ience and professionalism while preparing for progression into further education and careers within the performing arts industry.

In Year 11, students build on the technical, expressive and choreographic skil ls developed in Year 10 as they complete the Pearson BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Performing Arts (Dance). They refine their performance 

technique through rehearsals, choreography and responding creatively to performance briefs, developing confidence, precision and artistic expression.

Students continue to analyse and evaluate professional and personal performances, applying feedback to improve their technical and expressive skil ls. Through collaborative performance and assessment 

preparation, they demonstrate creativity, resil ience and professionalism while preparing for progression into further education and careers within the performing arts industry.

Independence & Mastery Phase

By the end of Year 11, students will demonstrate a mature and well-developed understanding of physical activity, consistently applying advanced skil ls, tactical awareness, and theoretical knowledge to perform 

effectively across a range of contexts. They will confidently analyse and evaluate performance, justifying decisions and suggesting meaningful improvements. Students will show independence and adaptability, taking 

ownership of their physical development and engaging with activity in a purposeful and informed way. They will fully embody the Malling School Way, demonstrating resil ience, respect, leadership, and a 

commitment to excellence, preparing them for l ifelong participation in sport and physical activity.



Psychology AQA Students begin Term 1 by concluding 

psychological problems by looking at 

addiction, the features, incidence and 

influence, the genetic explanation of 

addiction, learning theory, CBT, drug 

therapy and key studies including Caspi et 

al. and Young, before moving on to  the 

Nature and Nurture debate. 

In Term 2, students move on to research 

methods, exploring variables, hypothesis, 

research designs and sampling. They 

apply their understanding of reliability and 

validity to designs and sampling before 

moving on to ethical issues in 

psychological research. Lastly they 

explore the various research methods 

used in psychological investigations, 

evaluating the effectiveness of each 

method, before moving on to data 

analysis and analysing statistical 

evidence.

In Term 3, Year 11 will study Sleep and 

Dreaming. They will explore the benefits of 

sleep, as well as external and internal 

influences on sleep, before applying their 

knowledge to the first key study; Siffre 

(1975) 6 months in a cave. Students then 

apply their knowledge of 

neuropsychology and the biological 

approach in Year 10 to study the 

symptoms and explanations of sleep 

disorders. Freud's theory of dreaming is 

then explored, drawing on knowledge of 

the psychodynamic approach before 

applying this to the second key study 

carried out by Freud (1909) of Little Hans. 

The unit is concluded through the study of 

the activation-synthesis model of 

In Term 4,  Year 11 will study Criminal 

Psychology. Students use their previous 

knowledge on the biological approach, 

Social Learning Theory and personalities to 

analyse why people become criminals. 

Students examine the strengths and 

weaknesses of both punishments and 

rehabilitation on the level of recidivism.

Students shall start revision for their GCSE 

examinations. Revision will start with Paper 

1, going over the topics from year 10: 

development, memory, psychological 

problems, neuropsychology and social 

influence. Students will continue revision, 

revising paper 2 content: Research 

Methods, Criminal Psychology and Sleep 

& Dreaming, before their exams at the 

end of Term 5. 

Revision/Exams The GCSE Psychology curriculum exposes 

Students to a variety of career pathways, 

including clinical psychology, counselling, 

mental health services, neuroscience, 

teaching, healthcare, criminology, social 

work, policing, human resources, 

marketing, and research. The curriculum 

also uses real-world case studies, 

experiments, and psychological theories 

to help Students understand memory, 

behaviour, brain development, mental 

health, social influence, and criminal 

behaviour, demonstrating how 

psychologists use evidence to understand 

human behaviour and improve people’s 

l ives.

Through the study of research methods in 

year 10 Sociology, students have a deeper 

understanding of research methods in 

Psychology. There are also links between 

research methods and maths as students 

have to pick out trends from graphs and 

calculate percentages, fractions and 

decimals. There are scientific links within 

Psychology as students have to study the 

psychology of the brain and hormones. 

Psychology is also an excellent subject if 

Students are looking to study Criminology 

or Psychology for IB.

Sociology AQA Students shall start revision for their GCSE 

examinations. Revision will start with Paper 

1, going over the topics from year 10: 

Family and Education. Students will 

continue revision, revising paper 2 content: 

Crime and Social Stratification, before 

their exams at the end of Term 5. 

Revision/Exams The GCSE Sociology curriculum exposes 

Students to a wide range of career 

pathways, including social work, policing, 

law, criminology, teaching, psychology, 

journalism, healthcare, youth work, 

politics, public policy, community 

development, and research. The 

curriculum also uses real-world examples, 

case studies, and sociological theories to 

help Students understand social issues 

such as crime, education, inequality, 

family l ife, and identity, demonstrating 

how sociologists and organisations use 

Through studying research methods in 

Psychology, students have a deeper 

understanding of research methods in 

Sociology. There are also links between 

research methods and maths as students 

have to pick out trends in data from 

graphs and tables. The study of the 

Suffragettes in History also helps students 

to understand the position and 

expectations of women and gender 

stereotypes in the past. Sociology is also 

an excellent subject for those looking to 

study Social and Cultural Anthropology for 

Media Studies AQA We compare casual mobile phone 

games Lara Croft Go and Blackpink the 

Game. We look at how the games were 

made, and how they target their 

audiences, representations within the 

game and how media language is used.

We analyse how Marcus Rashford and 

Kim Kardashian use media language in 

their social online presences, how they 

apply representations to appeal to their 

audiences, and how they make their 

money and campaign for their causes.

We analyse how Marcus Rashford and 

Kim Kardashian use media language in 

their social online presences, how they 

apply representations to appeal to their 

audiences, and how they make their 

money and campaign for their causes. 

Students will revisit all component 

knowledge and practise a range of exam 

questions related to each close study 

product.

Exam revision - students will revisit all 

component knowledge and practise a 

range of exam questions related to each 

close study product.

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams It opens doors to the dynamic creative 

industries, equipping you with highly 

transferable analytical and technical 

skil ls. You can pursue digital pathways like 

social media management, content 

creation, and digital marketing, where 

data analysis and audience targeting are 

key. If you prefer traditional media, 

options include journalism, television 

production, public relations, and 

advertising copywriting. The course also 

builds strong foundations for technical 

roles in video editing, graphic design, and 

sound engineering.

It directly mirrors GCSE English Language, 

as both subjects require you to 

deconstruct textual meaning, analyse 

target audiences, and decode persuasive 

language. If you study GCSE History or 

Sociology, you will find deep crossovers in 

examining historical contexts, political 

bias, and how media representations 

shape social identities over time. For those 

taking creative subjects l ike GCSE Art and 

Design or Film Studies, the course reinforces 

practical skil ls in visual storytelling, page 

layout, and digital composition. Finally, it 

even links to GCSE Business, as both 

subjects analyse advertising strategies, 

market research, and how commercial 

Health & Social 

Care

Pearson BTEC Tech Award Students will look at obstacles that 

individuals may face when trying to 

access health and social care services. 

Like with barriers, students will then work 

on identifying ways to overcome them to 

enhance service users' health and 

wellbeing outcomes. Students will then be 

writing up their Component 2 coursework 

piece at the end of the term.

Students will be introduced to component 

3, the exam unit. Students will learn about 

specific genetic conditions and then revisit 

Component 1 knowledge of factors that 

can affect health and wellbeing.

In Term 3 students will be learning about 

measurable health indicators and the 

implications of abnormal readings. 

Students will also learn about published 

guidelines for health and wellbeing. 

Students will look into how to interpret 

data and use this knowledge to create 

care plans.

Students will spend this term refining exam 

techniques and any misconceptions will 

be corrected. Time will be given for 

revision and past paper work.

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams The Health and Social Care curriculum 

exposes students to a variety of career 

pathways within these sectors,  including 

nursing, counselling, mental health 

services,  paramedics, midwifery and 

support worker roles. As the course has a 

heavy focus on skil ls, attributes and values 

throughout students deepen their 

understanding of the importance of 

reliability and communication, which can 

be useful to any future career in any 

industry.

Through the use of case studies students 

will explore the effects of l ife events on 

individuals, and how life circumstances 

and personality traits can affect the way 

that individuals deal in different situations. 

As such there is a link to Psychology. 

Students also learn to calculate health 

indicators so there is a link to maths. 

Content on the healthcare side relies on a 

basic knowledge of human biology, so 

links to science are numerous.

Photography AQA GCSE Art & Design: 

Photography (Level 2)

Mock Exam - Portrait Il lustration

Year 11 focuses studentss on personal 

progression. They choose, develop and 

explore the theme in in ways that reflect 

their personal interests and strengths. 

Teachers will respond to their ideas and 

push them forward through artist analysis 

and materials development

Investigating artists/photographers:

Alana Dee Haynes (pattern tablets)

Richie Velazquez (Slime pens/tablets)

Martin O’Neill (Hand Collage/Layering)

Skil l progression:

Mind map, mood board, artist analysis, 

hand and digital editing techniques, 

drawing tablets, collage/photomontage

Mock Exam Portrait Il lustration

Students work independently in their 

chosen theme using skil ls learnt previously 

to develop ideas for a final piece.

Skil l progression:

development, final piece and evaluation

GCSE Exam 

Students are issued the GCSE exam paper 

from 1st January. Once they have 

selected their chosen exam 

theme/question they work independently 

towards researching artists, developing 

ideas and a final piece.

Chosen theme from exam paper.

Investigating artists/photographers:

Select at least 3 artists to analyse

Skil l progression:

Mind map, mood board, artist analysis

GCSE Exam 

Students work independently on their 

chosen theme and develop ideas 

towards final piece. Exam preparation. 

Chosen theme from exam paper.

Investigating artists/photographers:

Collection of appropriate supportive 

imagery

Skil l progression:

Development of ideas, experimentation of 

material/techniques, problem solving

GCSE Exam

10-hour exam - Final piece and 

evaluation.

Skil ls Progression & Outcome:

Complete coursework (Close Up & Mock 

exam)

End of course by 31st May.

Revision/Exams KS4 Photography builds essential 

technical, visual and analytical skil ls that 

serve as the foundation for diverse 

creative, commercial, and technical 

career pathways. By learning lighting, 

composition, and digital editing, Students 

can progress into careers such as 

commercial photography (fashion, 

advertising), media and journalism 

(photojournalism), or digital fields (web 

and graphic design).

Beyond direct photography roles, the 

subject links to visual pathways like digital 

marketing, film and television production 

(e.g. director of photography), and 

forensic science (crime scene 

investigator). Students learn to meet client 

briefs and tell stories visually, which is 

highly valued in the broader creative 

industries.

GCSE Photography cultivates critical 

enquiry and independent thinking across 

all KS4 subjects by encouraging rigorous 

research, continuous visual 

experimentation, and purposeful problem-

solving. By analysing contextual influences 

and refining concepts independently, 

students apply these analytical and 

imaginative skil ls to broader academic 

disciplines.

Business  Pearson Edexcel Revision/Exams Business equips students with analytical, 

problem-solving and decision-making skil ls 

that are valued in a wide range of 

careers. These skil ls support pathways into 

business management, entrepreneurship, 

finance, accounting, marketing, human 

resources, retail, project management 

and economics, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

leadership, communication and 

commercial awareness.

Business has strong links with Maths 

through financial calculations, profit, 

revenue and interpreting data. It also 

supports English through persuasive 

communication, report writing and 

presenting arguments, Computing through 

digital marketing and business 

technologies, and Geography by 

exploring globalisation, international trade 

and the impact of businesses on local and 

global communities. These links help 

students understand how business 

decisions influence individuals, society and 

the wider economy.
BTEC Tech Sport Pearson Edexcel Component 2 – Taking Part and Improving 

Other Participants’ Sporting Performance 

Revision/Exams Components 2 and 3 develop students' 

understanding of performance 

improvement, fitness and sports science, 

supporting careers in personal training, 

strength and conditioning, physiotherapy, 

sports therapy, sports coaching and 

exercise science. Students gain practical 

experience in fitness testing, training 

methods, coaching and performance 

analysis while developing the analytical, 

problem-solving and evaluation skil ls 

valued across the health, fitness and sport 

industries.

Components 2 and 3 have strong links with 

Science and Maths through the study of 

anatomy, physiology, fitness testing and 

performance data. Students apply 

numerical skil ls to interpret fitness results 

and training zones, while developing 

problem-solving and evaluative skil ls 

through performance analysis. The course 

also supports English by strengthening 

communication, critical thinking and 

extended writing skil ls, helping students 

succeed across a range of GCSE and 

vocational subjects.

Component 3 – Developing Fitness to Improve Other Participants’ Performance in Sport and Physical Activity. Component 3 is the externally assessed examination unit and 

focuses on fitness, training and performance improvement. Students learn about the different components of fitness, methods of fitness testing and the principles and 

methods of training used by athletes and coaches to improve performance. They develop an understanding of topics such as exercise intensity, training zones, goal setting, 

warm-ups, cool-downs and the use of technology in monitoring fitness and performance. Throughout the course, students apply their knowledge to realistic sporting scenarios 

and learn how to interpret fitness data in order to make informed recommendations for performers. Assessment takes place through a 1 hour 30 minute written examination 

that includes a range of question styles, including multiple-choice, short-answer and extended written assessment questions.

The Sociology of Crime and deviance - Students will cover the difference between 

crime and deviance as well as the social construction and explanations of crime. 

They will then link this to the theories of crime and methods of social control. Students 

will study factors affecting criminal behaviour and debates on the treatment of 

criminals.

Social stratification - students will study different types of social stratification and the 

different theories of social stratification. They will look at l ife chances and how this 

impacts the life of the individual. Students will study the definitions of poverty, relative 

deprivation and the underclass and link this to the relevant theories.

In Year 11, students build on the knowledge and skil ls developed in Year 10 as they complete the Pearson Edexcel GCSE Business course. They investigate how larger businesses grow and operate, exploring topics 

including business growth, marketing, finance, operations, human resources and the impact of external influences on business performance. Students develop an understanding of how businesses respond to changing 

markets, customer needs and global economic challenges.

Throughout the year, students apply business theory to a range of real-world case studies, analysing business decisions, evaluating strategies and making informed judgements using evidence. They continue to develop 

their analytical, evaluative and decision-making skil ls while preparing confidently for the GCSE examinations and gaining a deeper understanding of the role businesses play within the UK and global economy.



Year 12 Curriculum Overview
Subject Exam Board / Qualification Half-term 1 Half-term 2 Half-term 3 Half-term 4 Half-term 5 Half-term 6 Careers links Cross-curricular links

English International Baccalaureate 

(IB) English A: Language and 

Literature

Introduction to the IB approach to 

Language and Literature study. There are 

two units: 1) Introduction to the IB : we talk 

through the IB rationale, looking at the key 

concepts of study from communication to 

identity. Students work in groups to discuss 

these concepts and how they link to the 

self. 2) Textual Analysis: we introduce this 

assessment  unit through the works of 

Banksy and famous speeches. Students 

learn what a 'text' is and how to read 

everything around them with meaning 

and insight. 

The second of our l iterary texts is Charles 

Perrault’s Fairytales – one of the original 

works which has informationrmed the 

childhood of countless young people 

across the world. Alongside this, we delve 

into the lively podcast The C-Word to 

explore big ideas like surveillance, 

freedom, gender equality and the media.  

We also read an incredible piece of 

journalism by Nelly Bly - Ten Days in a 

Madhouse - in which she recounts her time 

investigating the treatment of women in 

an American asylum. 

The English A: Language and Literature IB 

course prepares Y12 and Y13 students for 

global workplace. As communication 

between countries grows, students from 

this course are well placed by developing 

an international outlook, cultural 

understanding, strong public speaking skil ls 

and thinking critically. As well as the 

seemingly obvious career paths to 

journalism and teaching, the course 

prepares students for jobs in marketing, PR, 

politics, international relations, law and 

business. 

Language and Literature is inherently cross-

curricular. It equips students to analyse 

how language, literature and media 

shape knowledge, culture and identity. 

Through connections with History, Politics, 

Psychology, the Arts, Science and Business, 

students develop the critical thinking and 

communication skil ls needed to 

understand complex global issues, 

structure their thoughts coherently in 

writing and speech, and communicate 

ideas with confidence, creativity and 

precision across a wide range of 

academic, professional and real-world 

contexts.

Functional Skills - 

English

Pearson Introduction to functional skil ls - baseline 

students EL3- L2. Spelling, punctuation and 

grammar. Reading for informationrmation. 

Reading to understand the purpose of 

texts.

Reading :textual features. Reading : 

organisational features. Reading : finding 

meaning. Reading Mock paper practice.

Reading : Comparison. Reading: mock 

paper practice. Speaking and listening 

and communicating: Listening closely. 

Speaking, l istening and communicating: 

Questions task 1 part 1

Speaking, l istening and communicating: 

Presentations task 1 part 2. Speaking , 

l istening and communicating: discussions 

part 2. Speaking, l istening and 

communicating task 1 and 2 formal 

assessment.

Writing: Format and 

structure/informationrmation sheet. 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar: 

spelling strategies / grammar. Writing : 

structure and using paragraphs. Writing 

Letters / Writing emails/ Writing reviews.

speaking and listening examinations- final 

round of examinations

Functional Skil ls English equips students 

with the communication, l iteracy and 

problem-solving skil ls that are essential for 

employment, further education and 

everyday life. Students develop the 

confidence to communicate effectively, 

write for different purposes and audiences, 

and interpret a range of written 

informationrmation. These skil ls support 

progression into apprenticeships, 

vocational training, higher education and 

careers across all sectors, where effective 

communication, teamwork and 

professionalism are highly valued.

Functional Skil ls English has strong links with 

all curriculum areas by developing the 

reading, writing, speaking and listening 

skil ls needed to succeed across a range of 

academic and vocational subjects. It also 

supports employability by strengthening 

communication, report writing, 

presentation skil ls and critical thinking, 

while helping students interpret workplace 

documents, complete applications and 

communicate confidently in real-life and 

professional contexts.

Maths: 

Applications 

and 

Interpretation

International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

IB Maths: Applications and Interpretation 

equips students with analytical, problem-

solving and data interpretation skil ls that 

are valued in a wide range of careers. 

These skil ls support pathways into data 

science, engineering, finance, economics, 

business, actuarial science, environmental 

science, healthcare, social sciences and 

technology, while also preparing students 

for any profession that values quantitative 

reasoning, decision-making and critical 

thinking.

IB Maths: Applications and Interpretation 

has strong links with the Sciences through 

mathematical modelling, data analysis 

and statistics, and with Geography, 

Psychology and Economics through the 

interpretation of real-world data and 

trends. It also supports Business through 

financial modelling and decision-making, 

and Computing through algorithms, 

modelling and the use of technology to 

solve complex problems. These links help 

students appreciate how Maths underpins 

research, innovation and evidence-based 

decision-making across a wide range of 

disciplines.

Functional Skills - 

Maths

Pearson Using number and the number system – 

whole numbers, fractions and decimals. 

Includes: counting, reading and writing 

numbers, comparing and ordering 

numbers, adding and subtracting (up to 3-

digits), dividing (3-digit by single digit), 

multiplying (up to 2-digit by 2-digit), 

rounding to whole, 10, 100 or 1,000, 

sequences of numbers, simple equivalent 

fractions, decimals up to 2 places.

Using number and the number system – 

whole numbers, fractions and decimals. 

Includes: counting, reading and writing 

numbers, comparing and ordering 

numbers, adding and subtracting (up to 3-

digits), dividing (3-digit by single digit), 

multiplying (up to 2-digit by 2-digit), 

rounding to whole, 10, 100 or 1,000, 

sequences of numbers, simple equivalent 

fractions, decimals up to 2 places.

Using common measures, shape and 

space. Awareness of money and 

calculating with money. time (tell ing time 

and recording time), reading time from 

analogue and digital clocks, units of 

measure for time, distance, mass, 

capacity, instruments used in measuring, 

2D and 3D shape names and properties, 

positional vocabulary and awareness of 

compass points and direction.

Using common measures, shape and 

space. Awareness of money and 

calculating with money. time (tell ing time 

and recording time), reading time from 

analogue and digital clocks, units of 

measure for time, distance, mass, 

capacity, instruments used in measuring, 

2D and 3D shape names and properties, 

positional vocabulary and awareness of 

compass points and direction.

Handling informationrmation and data. 

Extracting information from lists, tables, 

diagrams, charts, graphs, frequency 

tables, pictograms, interpreting 

informationrmation and making 

comparisons, organising and representing 

data in appropriate ways (tables, 

pictograms, graphs, etc.

Handling informationrmation and data. 

Extracting information from lists, tables, 

diagrams, charts, graphs, frequency 

tables, pictograms, interpreting 

informationrmation and making 

comparisons, organising and representing 

data in appropriate ways (tables, 

pictograms, graphs, etc.

Functional Skil ls Maths equips students with 

the numeracy, problem-solving and 

decision-making skil ls that are essential for 

employment, further education and 

everyday life. Students develop 

confidence in applying Maths to real-life 

situations, including budgeting, measuring, 

interpreting data and solving practical 

problems. These transferable skil ls support 

progression into apprenticeships, 

vocational training, higher education and 

careers across all sectors, where 

numerical confidence, accuracy and 

logical thinking are highly valued.

Functional Skil ls Maths has strong links with 

all curriculum areas by developing the 

numerical skil ls needed across academic 

and vocational subjects. It also supports 

Science through measurement and data 

analysis, Business through budgeting and 

financial calculations, Construction and 

Engineering through measurement and 

scale, and Hospitality and Catering 

through costing and proportion. These links 

help students apply Maths confidently in 

everyday life, the workplace and further 

study.

Biology International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

Biological Molecules: Students begin the IB 

Biology course by studying the chemistry 

of l ife. They investigate the properties and 

importance of water, carbohydrates, 

l ipids, proteins and nucleic acids, 

developing an understanding of how 

biological molecules underpin the 

structure and function of l iving organisms.

DNA, Cell Origins and Membranes: 

Students investigate DNA replication and 

explore how cells originated and evolved. 

They study membrane structure and 

transport, including osmosis and water 

potential, developing an understanding of 

how substances move into and out of cells 

and the importance of maintaining 

cellular environments.

Cell Structure and Communication: 

Students develop their understanding of 

cell structure by studying organelles and 

compartmentalisation within eukaryotic 

cells. They investigate how cells 

communicate through membrane and 

neural signalling, exploring how organisms 

coordinate responses to changes in their 

internal and external environments.

Organisation in Multicellular Organisms: 

Students study viruses, cell specialisation 

and the organisation of complex 

organisms. They investigate gas exchange 

and transport systems, developing an 

understanding of how specialised cells 

and tissues work together to deliver 

oxygen and nutrients throughout the body.

Biodiversity and Adaptation: Students 

explore the diversity of l ife and the 

evolutionary relationships between 

organisms through classification and 

cladistics. They also investigate muscle 

function and movement before studying 

how organisms are adapted to survive in 

different environments.

Evolution and Ecology: Students complete 

the year by studying evolution and 

speciation, ecological niches and the 

conservation of biodiversity. They 

investigate the evidence for evolution, the 

interactions between organisms and their 

environments, and the importance of 

protecting biodiversity in a changing 

world.

Throughout Year 12, students develop the 

practical, analytical and investigative skil ls 

that underpin careers in medicine, 

veterinary science, biomedical science, 

ecology, genetics, biotechnology, 

environmental science and many other life 

science disciplines. Practical investigations 

and data analysis prepare students for 

university study and scientific research.

IB Biology has strong links with chemistry 

through the study of biological molecules, 

DNA and metabolism, and with Maths 

through data analysis, graphing and 

statistical techniques. Students also make 

connections with environmental systems 

and geography through ecology and 

biodiversity, while developing critical 

thinking and scientific inquiry skil ls that 

support the wider IB Diploma Programme.

Chemistry International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

The knowledge and skil ls developed 

during Year 12 provide a strong foundation 

for careers in chemistry, medicine, 

pharmacy, chemical engineering, 

environmental science, biotechnology, 

materials science, forensic science and 

laboratory research. Students gain 

valuable experience in practical 

investigation, quantitative analysis and 

problem-solving, preparing them for 

university study and a wide range of STEM 

careers.

IB Chemistry is closely linked with Maths 

through algebraic manipulation, graph 

interpretation, logarithms, statistics and 

quantitative problem-solving. Students 

apply concepts from physics when 

studying gases, energy transfers and 

reaction kinetics, while links with biology 

include biomolecules, metabolism and the 

chemistry of l iving systems. The Internal 

Assessment also develops transferable 

skil ls in experimental design, data analysis, 

scientific writing and critical evaluation 

that are valuable across the IB Diploma 

Programme and beyond.

Physics International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

Themes A & B – Space, Time and Motion / 

The Particulate Nature of Matter: Students 

begin the IB Physics course by studying 

two complementary themes in parallel. In 

Theme A, they develop a rigorous 

understanding of motion through 

kinematics, while Theme B introduces 

thermal energy transfers, particle models, 

internal energy and the greenhouse effect. 

Together, these topics establish the 

mathematical, conceptual and practical 

foundations for the remainder of the 

course.

Themes A & B – Mechanics / 

Thermodynamics: Students continue to 

study both themes alongside one another. 

Theme A develops the principles of 

mechanics through forces, momentum, 

work, energy and power, while Theme B 

explores the behaviour of gases and the 

laws of thermodynamics, l inking 

microscopic particle behaviour to large-

scale physical systems.

Themes A & B – Rigid Body Mechanics / 

Electric Circuits: Students investigate 

rotational motion, torque and equilibrium 

in Theme A, whilst Theme B focuses on 

electric current, potential difference, 

resistance and electrical circuits. Data  

analysis and mathematical modelling is 

reinformationrced throughout both 

themes.

Themes A & D – Special Relativity / 

Gravitational Fields: Students study 

Einstein's theory of special relativity, 

exploring reference frames, time dilation 

and length contraction, while 

simultaneously beginning Theme D 

through the study of gravitational fields, 

gravitational potential and orbital motion.

Themes C & D – Oscillations / Electric & 

Magnetic Fields: Students begin Theme C 

by investigating oscillations and simple 

harmonic motion, while Theme D develops 

the concepts of electric and magnetic 

fields, electric potential and the 

interactions between charged particles 

and fields.

Themes C & D – Wave Behaviour / Electric 

& Magnetic Fields: Students continue both 

themes in parallel, exploring wave 

behaviour, interference, diffraction and 

polarization whilst completing their study 

of electric and magnetic fields. Students 

complete independent investigations to 

prepare them for the Internal Assessment 

and develop the investigative skil ls 

required throughout the Diploma 

Programme.

Throughout Year 12, students develop the 

mathematical, analytical and practical 

skil ls that underpin careers in science, 

engineering and technology. Practical 

investigations, data analysis and problem-

solving prepare students for further study in 

subjects such as physics, engineering, 

medicine, computing and many other 

STEM disciplines.

IB Physics has strong links with Maths, 

particularly through algebra, graphs and 

mathematical modelling. Students also 

make connections with chemistry through 

thermal physics and the particulate nature 

of matter, and with environmental science 

through the study of energy transfers and 

the greenhouse effect.

Applied Science BTEC Nationals Applied 

Science (AAQ)

Students begin Unit 3: Principles and 

Applications of Physics , introducing the 

key concepts that will be completed 

during Year 13. Topics include waves, 

optical fibres, forces, motion, electrical 

circuits and energy transfer. This 

theoretical knowledge provides the 

foundation for the physics practical work 

completed through Unit 4 during the 

following academic year.

Develops the scientific knowledge and 

laboratory skil ls required for careers in 

medicine, pharmacy, biomedical science, 

forensic science, environmental science, 

laboratory research and engineering.

Applies Maths through calculations and 

data analysis, develops scientific writing 

and evaluation skil ls in English, and uses 

ICT for data processing and research.

Geography International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

Changing population - students will look at 

population patterns and factors which 

affect this, such as migration.

Global climate - vulnerability and 

resil ience - students will understand the 

causes and consequences of climate 

change and how these can be managed 

sustainably.

Global resource consumption and security 

-  

students will understand how resources 

are used 

across the globe and what resource 

security is.

Urban Environments - this topic focuses on 

urban structure and how this changes over 

time and space. IA to commence at this 

point.

Internal Assessment (IA) - Students will 

design a piece of fieldwork and collect 

primary data to answer the fieldwork 

question. Students are then required to 

formulate a written report on their 

fieldwork, including the presentation of 

data and analysis. This is then sent to the IB 

to be marked. 

Food and health - students will investigate 

the links between food and health at a 

variety of scales.

IB Geography equips students with 

analytical, research and critical thinking 

skil ls that are valued in a wide range of 

careers. These skil ls support pathways into 

urban planning, environmental 

consultancy, sustainability, climate 

science, demography, energy analysis, 

agriculture, public health and international 

development, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

data analysis, problem-solving and 

informationrmed decision-making.

IB Geography has strong links with the 

Sciences through the study of climate 

systems, ecosystems and environmental 

change. It also supports Maths through 

data analysis, statistics and geographical 

modelling, Social Sciences through the 

study of population, global development 

and human behaviour, and Health and 

Social Care by exploring the relationships 

between environments, wellbeing and 

quality of l ife. These links help students 

develop a deeper understanding of the 

complex interactions between people, 

places and the environment.
History International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

Students will start work on their Internal 

Assessment. This is split into three sections 

of Inquiry question development, sources 

and perspectives followed by synthesis 

and evaluation.

Paper 1 - Vikings and Aztecs. Students will 

examine the enquiry question - what 

factors prompted innovation? Students will 

make final changes to their IAs. 

IB History equips students with analytical, 

research and critical thinking skil ls that are 

valued in a wide range of careers. Through 

the study of historical enquiry and 

historiography, students develop the ability 

to evaluate evidence, construct balanced 

arguments and undertake independent 

research. These skil ls support pathways 

into law, teaching, journalism, politics, 

heritage, museums, archaeology, public 

policy and academia, while also 

preparing students for any profession that 

values communication, analysis and 

informationrmed decision-making.

IB History has strong links with Geography 

through the study of climate, 

environmental change and human 

societies, and with the Social Sciences by 

exploring political systems, conflict and 

the development of societies. It also 

supports English through critical reading, 

source evaluation and academic writing, 

helping students develop the research, 

analytical and communication skil ls 

required across the IB Diploma 

Programme.

Language Ab 

Initio - German

International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

IB German ab initio equips students with 

communication, cultural awareness and 

global citizenship skil ls that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into international business, 

education, translation, interpreting, travel 

and tourism, diplomacy and global 

organisations, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

effective communication, collaboration 

and cultural understanding.

IB German ab initio has strong links with 

Geography through the study of German-

speaking countries, cultures and global 

issues. It also supports English by 

developing communication, l iteracy and 

presentation skil ls, and links with PSHE and 

Citizenship through exploring identity, 

relationships, cultural diversity and global 

responsibil ity. These links help students 

develop the language, interpersonal and 

intercultural skil ls needed to thrive in an 

increasingly interconnected world.

Spanish B International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

Identities: Healthy mind and healthy 

body	

Students explore wellbeing, mindfulness, 

healthy lifestyles, music and wellbeing, 

and the relationship between art and 

health.

Experiences: Searching for new 

experiences	

Students study cultural heritage, 

architecture, alternative tourism, travel 

experiences, and music with a social 

message.

Human ingenuity: Art as a way of l ife

Students learn about dance, literature and 

authors, visual art, colour and line, and 

how artists express identity and ideas.

Social organisation: Living in community

Students explore community projects, 

youth activism, language and 

communication, and intergenerational 

l iving.

Sharing the planet: Living in harmony with 

our planet	

Students study eco-urbanisation, nature 

and cities, responsible tourism, solar 

energy initiatives, and water issues in the 

Andes.

Consolidation and skil ls development

Students revisit key Year 12 themes and 

develop IB skil ls in reading, l istening, 

speaking and writing, with a focus on 

accuracy, fluency and confidence.

Spanish equips students with advanced 

communication, cultural awareness and 

global citizenship skil ls that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into diplomacy, journalism, law, 

marketing, translation, interpreting, 

international business and global 

organisations, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

effective communication, collaboration 

and intercultural understanding.

Spanish has strong links with Politics, 

Sociology and Geography through the 

exploration of identity, migration, equality, 

culture and global issues. It also supports 

English and Media Studies by developing 

advanced communication, critical 

analysis, debating and presentation skil ls. 

These links help students develop the 

language, analytical and interpersonal 

skil ls needed to engage confidently with 

an increasingly interconnected world.

French B International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

Identities: Who am I?

Students explore personal identity, 

wellbeing and health, including how 

people describe themselves, discuss 

l ifestyle choices, and reflect on what 

contributes to a healthy and balanced 

life.

Experiences: Leisure, travel and migration	

Students study leisure activities, travel 

experiences and migration, considering 

how experiences shape people, 

communities and cultural perspectives.

Human ingenuity: 

Ideas, innovation and creativity

Students explore human creativity and 

innovation, including ingenious ideas, 

creative expression and the ways 

technology or immersive experiences 

connect people with the worlds of others.

Social organisation: Relationships and 

community

Students learn about social relationships, 

community life and social engagement, 

including how individuals interact, 

contribute and take part in society.

Sharing the planet: Eco-citizenship and the 

environment

Students study eco-citizenship, global 

environmental issues and major ecological 

challenges, developing language to 

discuss responsibil ity, sustainability and the 

future of the planet.

Consolidation and IB skil ls development	

Students revisit key Year 12 themes and 

strengthen IB skil ls in reading, l istening, 

speaking and writing, with a focus on 

accuracy, fluency and confidence.

French equips students with advanced 

communication, cultural awareness and 

global citizenship skil ls that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into diplomacy, journalism, law, 

marketing, translation, interpreting, 

international business and global 

organisations, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

effective communication, collaboration 

and intercultural understanding.

French has strong links with Politics, 

Sociology and Geography through the 

exploration of identity, migration, equality, 

culture and global issues. It also supports 

English and Media Studies by developing 

advanced communication, critical 

analysis, debating and presentation skil ls. 

These links help students develop the 

language, analytical and interpersonal 

skil ls needed to engage confidently with 

an increasingly interconnected world.

Performing Arts BTEC Level 3 Diploma in 

Performing Arts (Double)

The BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in 

Performing Arts equips students with 

creativity, communication and 

collaboration skil ls that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into acting, musical theatre, 

directing, choreography, stage 

management, arts administration, 

teaching, broadcasting, events 

management and the wider creative 

industries, while also preparing students for 

any profession that values confidence, 

leadership, teamwork and effective 

communication.

Performing Arts has strong links with English 

through script analysis, storytelling and 

communication, and with Music and 

Dance through performance, 

interpretation and creative expression. It 

also supports History by exploring 

theatrical styles and cultural contexts, and 

Psychology and Sociology through the 

study of character, relationships and 

human behaviour. These links help students 

develop creativity, critical thinking and the 

confidence to communicate effectively in 

a range of professional and academic 

settings.

BTEC Sport and 

Exercise 

Science

BTEC Level 3 Award in Sport 

and Exercise Science (Double 

and Triple Award)

The Year 12 units provide students with a 

broad introduction to the sports industry 

and help develop transferable scientific, 

leadership and communication skil ls that 

are highly valued by employers and 

universities. Through studying anatomy and 

physiology, fitness training, sport 

psychology, event organisation, nutrition 

and injury management, students begin to 

explore careers such as sports coaching, 

personal training, physiotherapy, sports 

therapy, nutrition, teaching, sports 

development and event management. 

The practical nature of the course also 

helps students build confidence in 

leadership, teamwork, organisation and 

problem solving, which are important skil ls 

across many employment sectors beyond 

sport.

The Year 12 units develop strong links with 

a range of other subjects and transferable 

skil ls across the curriculum. Students apply 

biological knowledge through the study of 

anatomy, physiology, nutrition and injury 

management, while Maths is used when 

interpreting fitness test data, analysing 

performance and understanding training 

methods. English and communication skil ls 

are developed through written 

coursework, presentations and 

evaluations, alongside ICT skil ls through 

research tasks and digital performance 

analysis. Units such as sport psychology 

and event organisation also link closely to 

psychology, business and leadership, 

helping students develop teamwork, 

problem solving, organisation and 

communication skil ls in both practical and 

theoretical settings.

Having established the theoretical knowledge from Biology and Chemistry, students 

apply this understanding through Unit 4: Practical Scientific Procedures and 

Techniques . They develop laboratory skil ls including titration, chromatography, 

colorimetry and data analysis while producing coursework based on practical 

investigations. Practical work is closely linked to the biological and chemical concepts 

studied earlier in the year, allowing students to demonstrate both scientific knowledge 

and laboratory competence. Students also continue preparing for and completing the 

external examinations in Biology and Chemistry.

Terms 2 and 3: We read our first of six l iterary texts: the moving graphic novel Persepolis 

by Marjane Satrapi about her childhood growing up in Iran. This unit, along with 

journalism by the American writer Jose Antonio Vargas, introduces students to a 

fascinating worldview of war, conflict, childhood, immigration, justice and humanity. 

The literary text can be used for their Individual Oral or assessed on their Paper 2 exam.

In terms 5 and 6, we study the two literary texts: The Colour Purple by Alice Walker 

and The Fat Black Woman’s Poems by Grace Nichols. The first is a challenging text 

covering global issues such as racism, equality, womanism and redemption. Grace 

Nichols’ poems are a moving reflection on settling in a new country. Both texts can be 

used in their Paper 2 comparative essay or in their Individual Oral.

In Year 12, students begin the IB Maths: Applications and Interpretation course by developing their understanding of how Maths is used to model and solve real-world problems. They explore topics including number and algebra, functions, geometry and 

trigonometry, statistics and probability, and introductory calculus, applying mathematical concepts using technology and graphical analysis. Students develop their confidence in interpreting data, constructing mathematical models and communicating their 

reasoning clearly in a range of practical contexts.

Students studying Higher Level extend their understanding through more complex mathematical modelling, advanced statistical techniques, greater use of calculus and deeper problem-solving. Throughout the course, students apply Maths to authentic scenarios, 

preparing for the Internal Assessment (Mathematical Exploration) while developing the analytical, investigative and critical thinking skil ls required for higher education and future careers.

In Year 12, students begin the IB German ab initio course, developing the language skil ls needed to communicate confidently in everyday situations. Designed for beginners, the course introduces students to listening, speaking, reading and writing in German 

through engaging topics such as identity, experiences, human relationships, social organisation and sharing the planet. Students build their vocabulary and grammatical understanding while developing the confidence to communicate for a range of real-life 

purposes.

Throughout the year, students explore the culture and traditions of German-speaking countries, gaining an appreciation of different perspectives and ways of l ife. They develop their communication, intercultural understanding and independent learning skil ls while 

preparing for the assessments of the IB Diploma Programme and becoming confident global citizens.

In Year 12, students begin the BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Performing Arts by developing their practical performance, rehearsal and creative skil ls across a range of acting techniques and performance styles. They explore professional practitioners, theatre 

techniques and the creative process while building confidence in performance, collaboration and artistic expression. Students take part in workshops, rehearsals and live performances, developing their ability to interpret, devise and communicate ideas for a range 

of audiences and purposes.

Throughout the course, students refine their technical and evaluative skil ls by analysing professional performances, reflecting on their own work and responding to creative briefs. They develop independence, resil ience and professionalism while gaining an 

understanding of the performing arts industry and preparing for progression into higher education, apprenticeships or employment within the creative sector.

In Year 12, students studying the Double Award pathway complete Units 1, 2, 6 and 8, developing a strong foundation in anatomy and physiology, fitness training, sport psychology and the organisation of sports events. Learning takes place through a mixture of 

classroom-based theory lessons, practical fitness testing, gym-based training, leadership activities and real sporting examples, helping students apply scientific concepts to performance and participation in sport. Students are assessed through a combination of 

external examinations and internally assessed coursework, including reports, presentations, practical observations and event planning tasks. Students following the Triple Award pathway study all of the above alongside Units 7, 13 and 15, which further develop 

practical sports performance, health and well-being, and sports injury management. These additional units provide more hands-on learning opportunities through performance analysis, rehabilitation activities, case studies and applied practical tasks, giving 

students a broader and more in-depth understanding of sport and exercise science.

Paper 2 - Authoritarian Rule - Hitler and Castro. Students will answer the following two 

enquiry questions: Why did authoritarian rule emerge? How was authoritarian rule 

maintained?

Paper 3 - Europe and the First World War - Students will answer the following enquiry 

questions - How did the balance of power in Europe change after 1871? What drove 

Germany's foreign policy 1871-1914? What was the impact of Germany's pre-1914 

foreign policy? What was the most significant cause of World War One? 

Paper 3 - Renaissance and Reformation - Students will answer the following enquiry 

questions - What led to the emergence of the Renaissance in Italy? What led to the 

emergence of the Renaissance in England? What was the impact of the Renaissance 

on Europe?

Students begin the IB Chemistry course by studying atomic structure in greater depth 

than at GCSE, developing an understanding of electron configurations and models of 

atomic structure. They will investigate chemical bonding and structure, explaining how 

these influence the properties of substances. Students will also learn about the mole as 

a measure of the amount of substance and use it to perform quantitative chemical 

calculations. The relationship between pressure, volume and temperature will be 

explored through the ideal gas equation.

Students will develop their quantitative chemistry skil ls by calculating the amounts of 

substances involved in chemical reactions and predicting reaction yields. They will 

investigate trends across periods and down groups of the periodic table, explaining 

these using atomic structure. Students will also study the classification of organic 

compounds, structural and stereoisomerism, and the analytical techniques chemists 

use to identify and determine the structure of unknown substances.

Students will investigate energy changes in chemical reactions by measuring and 

calculating enthalpy changes, including the use of calorimetry and Hess's Law. They 

will study combustion and the factors that affect the rate of chemical reactions, l inking 

collision theory to experimental observations. Throughout the term, students will begin 

developing the practical, research and analytical skil ls required to complete their 

Internal Assessment, including planning investigations, collecting reliable data and 

evaluating evidence.

Students begin the course by developing the scientific knowledge that underpins the entire qualification through the study of 

Biology and Chemistry. In Biology, they explore cell structure, biological molecules, enzymes, transport processes and homeostasis, 

developing an understanding of how living systems function. Alongside this, students study Chemistry, building their knowledge of 

atomic structure, chemical bonding, periodicity, physical chemistry and organic chemistry. Throughout these units, students 

develop mathematical, analytical and practical skil ls while preparing for the externally assessed examinations.



Criminology WJEC Diploma Students will complete the remaining 

content for Unit 1 and Unit 2, focusing on 

evaluating biological theories of 

criminality and applying criminological 

explanations to criminal behaviour. They 

will continue developing analytical and 

evaluative skil ls while preparing for the 

Unit 1 controlled assessment and Unit 2 

examination.

Students will complete the Unit 1 

Controlled Assessment and finalise their 

study of criminological theories. They will 

consolidate their understanding of crime 

awareness, media influences, and 

criminological explanations while refining 

the research, analysis, and written 

communication skil ls required for 

assessment.

Students will focus on revision and 

examination preparation for Unit 2: 

Criminological Theories, consolidating their 

understanding of crime, deviance, 

criminality, and biological explanations of 

offending behaviour. They will develop 

confidence in applying, analysing, and 

evaluating criminological theories through 

exam-style practice and retrieval 

activities.

Students will begin Unit 3: Crime Scene to 

Courtroom, exploring criminal 

investigations, forensic techniques, 

evidence collection, and the criminal 

justice process. They will develop an 

understanding of how crimes are 

investigated and prosecuted while 

building the knowledge and skil ls required 

for the Unit 3 controlled assessment.

The WJEC Criminology curriculum exposes 

students to a wide range of career 

pathways, including policing, law, 

probation services, criminology, forensic 

investigation, prison services, social work, 

youth justice, psychology, intelligence 

services, victim support, and community 

safety. Through the study of crime, criminal 

behaviour, forensic evidence, the criminal 

justice system, and punishment, Students 

develop analytical, investigative, 

evaluative, and communication skil ls that 

are highly valued in higher education and 

a range of professional careers.

WJEC Criminology has strong cross-

curricular l inks with Citizenship, as students 

explore the legal system, criminal justice 

processes, human rights, policing, law-

making, and the role of citizens within 

society. The course also links with 

Psychology, particularly through the study 

of Social Learning Theory and other 

explanations of criminal behaviour, helping 

students understand how behaviour can 

be influenced by observation, imitation, 

reinformationrcement, and social 

environments.

Film International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

Students are introduced to film 

terminology and apply this knowledge to 

their own filmmaking. We also begin to 

look at semiotics and representation. 

Introduction to Textual Analysis. 

Twilight Zone Chase – research and 

preproduction

Introduction to genre - a key way into film 

studies is through genre theory. We also 

explore film styles - documentary, realism, 

classicism, formalism and avant-post-

production-garde. Students will complete 

production and post-production of their 

Twilight Zone Chase.

Students complete their Textual Analysis 

mock – ‘Gun Crazy’. They learn about 

Soviet Montage Theory – Kuleshov theory 

and Eisenstein’s montage theory. And they 

begin their Suspense film – research and 

pre-production.

Following their mock, students complete 

their Textual Analysis assessment. Students 

complete production and postproduction 

of their Suspense Film.

Students look at narrative theories - 

Todorov’s narrative theory and Propp's 

characters. They begin their Genre Film – 

research and pre-production.

Students begin their Comparative Project – 

film choices, question and four foci. 

Students complete their Genre Film - 

production and post-production.

The practical side of filmmaking requires 

group work, the ability to work and 

communicate effectively with others, skil ls 

that are directly transferable to the world 

of work.

Film analysis skil ls transfer directly to 

analysis of texts and images in England. 

Studying how films reflect the context of 

the times and places they were made 

makes links to history. 

Art & Design Pearson 

BTEC Level 3 National 

Foundation Diploma in Art 

and Design

Unit 4 : Materials, Techniques and 

Processes in Art and Design

Title: Man Manipulated Landscapes

BTEC students workshop a wide range of 

techniques giving them the confidence to 

work independently in later development 

work.

Unit 4 : Materials, Techniques and 

Processes in Art and Design

Title: Man Manipulated Landscapes

BTEC students workshop a wide range of 

techniques giving them the confidence to 

work independently in later development 

work.

Externally Set Task (Released in 

December)

Unit 2: Critical and Contextual Studies in 

Art and Design

Title: TBC

Externally Set Task

Unit 1: Visual Recording and 

Communication

Title: TBC

Practical Exam

Externally Set Task

Unit 1: Visual Recording and 

Communication

Title: TBC

Practical Exam

Unit 16: 3D Craft Materials, Techniques and 

Processes 

Title: Curiosities of Craft ( 1) 

Students are introduced to craft 

techniques -

Stained Glass, wet felting, scaffito 

ceramics

Unit 16: 3D Craft Materials, Techniques and 

Processes 

Title: Design Craft Souvenirs (Part 2) 

Using one or more of the learnt techniques 

students make a product for a museum of 

their choice.

The Level 3 BTEC in Art and Design builds a 

practical foundation through project-

based learning, directly l inking to degree-

level study and various creative careers. 

By developing portfolios in specialisms like 

graphics, fashion, and 3D Design, it leads 

directly to roles such as a Graphic 

Designer, Fashion Designer, or Architectural 

Assistant.

Our BTEC Level 3 Art and Design 

qualification promotes inquisitive minds 

and independent thinking by requiring 

Students to drive their own creative 

journeys. By engaging in open-ended, 

portfolio-based projects, Students learn to 

formulate unique concepts, take 

calculated risks, and solve visual problems 

independently. This iterative cycle of self-

directed research, experimentation, and 

critical evaluation builds highly 

transferable cognitive skil ls. This equips 

learners with analytical habits that 

naturally cross over into other academic 

Citizenship GCSE Pearson Edexcel Students will begin exploring Living 

Together in the UK, examining 

communities, diversity, migration, identity, 

discrimination, human rights, and the 

responsibil ities of citizens. They will 

investigate how rights, freedoms, and 

mutual respect contribute to a 

democratic and cohesive society while 

developing the skil ls to analyse 

contemporary social issues.

Students will study Democracy at Work in 

the UK, investigating elections, political 

parties, voting systems, government 

formation, and how laws are made. They 

will develop their understanding of 

democratic processes and evaluate how 

citizens can participate in political decision-

making at local and national levels.

Students will explore How the Law Works, 

examining the purpose of law, the justice 

system, criminal and civil law, sentencing, 

youth justice, and crime prevention. They 

will develop their understanding of how 

laws are created, applied, and enforced 

to protect individuals and society.

Students will begin studying Power and 

Influence, exploring how citizens 

participate in democracy through voting, 

campaigns, pressure groups, and political 

action. They will investigate the ways 

individuals and groups can influence 

decision-making and bring about change 

within society.

Students will continue studying Power and 

Influence, examining the role of trade 

unions, voluntary organisations, and the 

media in modern democracy. They will 

evaluate how informationrmation, 

campaigning, and public opinion shape 

political decisions and influence society.

Students will begin Citizenship in Action, 

identifying a local, national, or global issue 

and planning a citizenship campaign. They 

will develop research, teamwork, 

communication, and problem-solving skil ls 

while investigating how active citizens can 

make a difference in their communities.

The GCSE Citizenship Studies curriculum 

exposes Students to a wide range of 

career pathways, including law, policing, 

politics, public services, social work, 

journalism, civil service, community 

development, international relations, 

teaching, and charity and voluntary sector 

work. Through the study of democracy, 

law, human rights, active citizenship, and 

social issues, Students develop 

communication, critical thinking, research, 

leadership, and problem-solving skil ls that 

are highly valued in further education, 

employment, and public life.

GCSE Citizenship Studies has strong cross-

curricular l inks with WJEC Criminology, as 

both subjects explore crime, law, justice, 

punishment, policing, human rights, and 

the effectiveness of the criminal justice 

system. Students develop their 

understanding of how laws are created 

and enforced, evaluate responses to 

crime and deviance, and consider how 

citizens, governments, and legal institutions 

work together to create a fair and safe 

society.

Economics International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

IB Economics equips students with 

analytical, quantitative and decision-

making skil ls that are valued in a wide 

range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into economics, finance, 

banking, business management, 

accounting, public policy, law, data 

analysis and international development, 

while also preparing students for any 

profession that values critical thinking, 

problem-solving and informationrmed 

decision-making.

IB Economics has strong links with Maths 

through statistical analysis, financial 

calculations and interpreting quantitative 

data. It also supports Geography through 

the study of global development, 

sustainability and resource allocation, 

Business through markets and decision-

making, and Politics through government 

policy and international trade. These links 

help students understand how economic 

decisions shape individuals, societies and 

the global economy while developing 

analytical and research skil ls across the IB 

Diploma Programme.

Computer 

Science

International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

IB Computer Science equips students with 

computational thinking, programming and 

analytical skil ls that are valued in a wide 

range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into software engineering, 

artificial intell igence, cybersecurity, data 

science, game development, robotics, 

network engineering, systems analysis and 

technology consultancy, while also 

preparing students for any profession that 

values innovation, logical thinking and 

digital l iteracy.

IB Computer Science has strong links with 

Maths through algorithms, logic, 

abstraction and computational modelling. 

It also supports Physics and Engineering 

through systems design and problem-

solving, Business through digital 

technologies, databases and 

cybersecurity, and Design & Technology 

by developing programming, innovation 

and creative solutions to real-world 

challenges. These links help students 

understand how computing underpins 

scientific research, technological 

innovation and modern society while 

developing the analytical skil ls required 

across the IB Diploma Programme.

Psychology International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

Students will be introduced to the 

foundations of IB Psychology, exploring the 

biological, cognitive, and sociocultural 

approaches alongside key concepts such 

as bias, causality, change, measurement, 

perspective, and responsibil ity. They will 

begin investigating learning and cognition, 

including cognitive biases, conditioning, 

and cognitive models, while developing 

core Paper 1 exam skil ls.

Students will continue exploring learning 

and cognition, investigating social learning 

theory, biological and environmental 

influences, and ways cognitive processes 

may be improved. They will deepen their 

understanding of psychological 

explanations of behaviour through real-

world studies and conceptual analysis.

Students will explore human 

development, investigating theories of 

development, attachment, theory of 

mind, peer influence, and enculturation. 

They will examine how biological, 

cognitive, and sociocultural factors shape 

development while continuing to 

strengthen exam skil ls and conceptual 

understanding.

Students will continue examining human 

development, evaluating competing 

theories and explanations for behaviour 

across childhood and adolescence. They 

will further develop analytical skil ls by 

applying psychological research and 

concepts to extended written responses 

and scenario-based questions.

Students will begin the study of 

psychological research methods, 

exploring research design, sampling, 

ethics, reliability, validity, and bias. They 

will develop critical thinking skil ls by 

investigating how psychologists collect, 

analyse, and evaluate evidence.

Students will apply their understanding of 

research methods through practical 

investigations and data analysis, while 

developing the skil ls needed for the 

Internal Assessment. They will strengthen 

their ability to evaluate psychological 

evidence, apply theory, and 

communicate informationrmed 

conclusions using research.

The IB Psychology curriculum exposes 

Students to a wide range of career 

pathways, including clinical psychology, 

counselling, mental health services, 

neuroscience, psychiatry, education, 

social work, criminology, healthcare, 

research, marketing, human resources, 

and behavioural science. The curriculum 

also uses real-world psychological studies, 

research methods, and critical analysis to 

help students understand human 

behaviour, development, cognition, 

culture, and wellbeing, demonstrating 

how psychologists and researchers use 

evidence to understand and improve 

people’s l ives.

IB Psychology has strong cross-curricular 

l inks with IB Maths through the analysis 

and interpretation of quantitative data, 

statistics, correlations, reliability, validity, 

and research methods used to investigate 

human behaviour. Students also develop 

links with IB and Applied Science subjects 

by investigating the brain, hormones, 

genetics, neuroscience, and biological 

processes underpinning behaviour, helping 

them understand how scientific evidence is 

used to explain human experience.

Social & Cultural 

Anthropology

International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

Students will be introduced to the 

language, concepts, and practices of 

anthropology, exploring key 

anthropological questions about culture, 

identity, personhood, society, and human 

diversity. Through the study of 

ethnographies, cultural comparisons, 

ethical issues, research methods, and 

anthropological theories, Students will 

develop an understanding of how 

anthropologists investigate and interpret 

different ways of l ife, while critically 

examining perspectives, values, and 

experiences from cultures around the 

world.

Students will begin engaging with 

ethnographic research through two Areas 

of Inquiry: Health, Il lness and Healing and 

Conflict. Through the study of Fresh Fruit, 

Broken Bodies and In Search of Respect, 

Students will explore migration, health, 

inequality, ethnicity, identity, power, 

poverty, conflict, violence, and social 

exclusion, while applying anthropological 

concepts, theories, and the Big 

Anthropological Questions to understand 

how social, political, and economic 

systems shape people's experiences 

across different cultures and societies.

Students will continue studying the Areas 

of Inquiry of Health, Il lness and Healing 

and Conflict through ethnographic 

research into migrant farmworkers in the 

United States and residents of El Barrio in 

New York. They will investigate inequality, 

human rights, migration, identity, power, 

resistance, and social change, developing 

their ability to apply anthropological 

concepts, theories, and perspectives to 

contemporary global issues.

Students will continue studying the 

ethnographies Fresh Fruit, Broken Bodies 

and In Search of Respect, exploring how 

conflict, inequality, and health shape 

people's l ives in different cultural settings. 

Through the study of violence, human 

rights, gender, healthcare, socialisation, 

and childhood, Students will develop their 

ability to apply anthropological concepts, 

theories, and perspectives to 

contemporary global issues and evaluate 

how individuals navigate wider social 

systems.

Students will complete their study of the 

Areas of Inquiry of Conflict and Health, 

Il lness and Healing through the 

ethnographies In Search of Respect and 

Fresh Fruit, Broken Bodies. They will explore 

themes including racism, migration, 

belonging, identity, masculinity, resistance, 

human rights, inequality, labour 

exploitation, and social change, while 

evaluating anthropological solutions to 

contemporary global issues and 

considering why anthropology matters in 

understanding and improving people's 

l ives.

Students will complete an independent 

anthropological fieldwork project, 

designing and conducting research on a 

topic of personal interest l inked to an Area 

of Inquiry. Through collecting, analysing, 

and evaluating primary data, they will 

develop practical research skil ls and gain 

first-hand experience of how 

anthropologists investigate and 

understand human behaviour, culture, and 

society.

The IB Social and Cultural Anthropology 

curriculum exposes Students to a wide 

range of career pathways, including 

international development, humanitarian 

aid, social research, journalism, teaching, 

social work, public policy, community 

development, law, healthcare, 

diplomacy, human rights advocacy, and 

international relations. Through the study of 

ethnographic research, culture, identity, 

migration, inequality, health, conflict, and 

global issues, Students develop critical 

thinking, communication, research, and 

analytical skil ls that are highly valued in 

both higher education and a wide range 

of professional careers.

IB Social and Cultural Anthropology has 

strong cross-curricular l inks with IB 

Psychology through the study of identity, 

culture, socialisation, migration, health, 

relationships, human behaviour, and the 

influence of social and environmental 

factors on individuals and groups. The 

course also links with IB Geography 

through the exploration of migration, 

globalisation, inequality, development, 

human rights, urbanisation, sustainability, 

and the ways people interact with and 

adapt to their environments, helping 

Students understand contemporary global 

issues from both social and geographical 

perspectives.

Health & Social 

Care

BTEC AAQ Nationals Introduction to Health and Social Care. 

Introduction to Unit 1 (Human Lifespan 

Development). Within the first term 

students will learn about the physical, 

intellectual, emotional and social 

development of individuals through the life 

stages of infancy, early childhood, 

adolescence, early adulthood, middle 

adulthood and later adulthood. They will 

then study factors that can affect 

individuals  development across the life 

stages, and what support is available to 

individuals. This knowledge will be applied 

through case studies where students will 

identify the factor and discuss how it can 

be overcome with support from 

professionals.

Students will study health promotion and 

prevention across all l ife stages and 

identify key areas prevention across the 

UK. Students will then look in much more 

detail at a range of health and social care 

professionals, their skil ls and attributes, and 

who their regulatory bodies are. Towards 

the end of the term students will spend 

time on focused revision and past papers 

in preparation for their exam in January.

Students will sit their exam in the first few 

weeks of the term. Once this is completed 

they will then be introduced to Unit 5 

(Promoting Health Education). Students 

will begin by gaining an understanding of 

what health education is and how health 

risks and risk taking behaviour contribute to 

the incidents of il l health. Students will then 

go on to look at national, local and 

demographic data collection. Students 

will finish off the term by investigating the 

role of   organisations in collecting and 

interpreting data which is then used to 

influence health promotion materials.

In this term students will look at different 

legislations that have been put in place as 

a result of health data and the 

importance of these at a national and 

local level. Students will then spend the 

rest of the term looking into a range of 

prevalent health conditions and what 

factors influence them. They will then look 

into what health education is in place to 

reduce the occurrence of il l health linked 

to each condition. 

For the first half of the term students will be 

writing up the first part of their coursework. 

They are allocated 10 hours to complete 

this and it is completed in school under 

exam conditions. Once this has been 

completed students will then learn about 

models and theories of behaviour which 

influence the effectiveness of health 

promotion campaigns. 

Students will begin the term by looking at 

the roles of professionals in promoting 

health education. They will also learn 

about the importance of person-centred 

care and the importance of reducing 

health inequalities. Students will then go 

on to organise a mini health-event which 

they will evaluate in their second piece of 

coursework. The write up for this is 

completed at the end of the term, and 

students will have 7 hours of working under 

exam conditions to complete it.

The Health and Social Care curriculum 

exposes Students to a variety of career 

pathways within these sectors, including 

nursing, counselling, mental health 

services, paramedics, midwifery and 

support worker roles. Unit 5 provides 

students more insight into jobs relating to 

health data collection and management 

along with jobs linked to government and 

local organisations which are connected 

to health promotion.

Unit 1 of health and social care has strong 

links to Psychology as both subjects look at 

theories of development, attachment and 

behaviour. There are also links to 

psychology in Unit 5 as students will need 

to be able to understand data analysis 

and reliability of information.

Business 

Management

International Baccalaureate 

(IB)

IB Business Management equips students 

with analytical, leadership and decision-

making skil ls that are valued in a wide 

range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into business management, 

entrepreneurship, finance, accounting, 

marketing, human resources, project 

management, consultancy and 

international business, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

communication, strategic thinking and 

commercial awareness.

IB Business Management has strong links 

with Economics through the study of 

markets, globalisation and decision-

making, and with Maths through financial 

analysis, budgeting and interpreting 

business data. It also supports Geography 

by exploring sustainability, international 

trade and global business, and Computing 

through digital technologies, innovation 

and data management. These links help 

students understand how businesses 

operate within an increasingly complex 

and interconnected global economy 

while developing the analytical and 

research skil ls required across the IB 

Diploma Programme.

 In Year 12, students begin the IB Economics course by developing an understanding of how individuals, businesses and governments make decisions about the allocation of scarce resources. They explore key areas of microeconomics and macroeconomics, 

including markets, market failure, economic growth, inflation, unemployment and government intervention, applying economic theories to contemporary national and global issues.

Throughout the course, students develop their analytical, evaluative and quantitative skil ls by interpreting economic data, analysing case studies and constructing evidence-based arguments. They learn to consider different perspectives on economic issues while 

preparing for the Internal Assessment and developing the critical thinking skil ls required for higher education and future careers.

In Year 12, students begin the IB Computer Science course by developing a deeper understanding of computational thinking, computer systems and software development. They explore topics including system fundamentals, computer organisation, networks, 

databases, object-oriented programming and computational problem-solving, applying their knowledge to real-world scenarios and emerging technologies.

Throughout the course, students design, develop, test and evaluate increasingly sophisticated programs while strengthening their analytical and logical thinking skil ls. They investigate the ethical, legal and social implications of technology and begin preparing for 

the Internal Assessment by applying programming and problem-solving techniques to practical computing projects.

In Year 12, students begin the IB Business Management course by developing an understanding of how organisations operate in local, national and global markets. They explore key business functions including human resource management, marketing, finance, 

operations management and business strategy, while examining how ethical, social and environmental factors influence business decision-making.

Throughout the course, students apply business theory to real-world case studies, analysing organisational performance, evaluating business decisions and considering the impact of globalisation, innovation and sustainability. They develop analytical, evaluative 

and research skil ls while preparing for the Internal Assessment and building the knowledge and understanding required for higher education and future careers.

Students will begin studying Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime and Unit 2: 

Criminological Theories simultaneously. They will explore different types of crime, 

reasons why crimes go unreported, crime and deviance, formal sanctions, and the 

social construction of criminality, while developing the foundational knowledge and 

application skil ls required for controlled assessment and examination success.



Year 13 Curriculum Overview
Subject Exam Board / Qualification Half-term 1 Half-term 2 Half-term 3 Half-term 4 Half-term 5 Half-term 6 Careers links Cross-curricular links

English International 

Baccalaureate (IB) English 

A: Language and Literature

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams The English A: Language and Literature IB 

course prepares Y12 and Y13 students for 

the global workplace. As communication 

between countries grows, students from 

this course are well placed by developing 

an international outlook, cultural 

understanding, strong public speaking skil ls 

and thinking critically. As well as the 

seemingly obvious career paths to 

journalism and teaching, the course 

prepares students for jobs in marketing, PR, 

politics, international relations, law and 

business. 

Language and Literature is inherently cross-

curricular. It equips students to analyse 

how language, literature and media 

shape knowledge, culture and identity. 

Through connections with History, Politics, 

Psychology, the Arts, Science and Business, 

students develop the critical thinking and 

communication skil ls needed to 

understand complex global issues, 

structure their thoughts coherently in 

writing and speech, and communicate 

ideas with confidence, creativity and 

precision across a wide range of 

academic, professional and real-world 

contexts.

Functional Skills - 

English

Pearson Introduction to functional skil ls - baseline 

students EL3- L2. Spelling, punctuation and 

grammar. Reading for informationrmation. 

Reading to understand the purpose of 

texts.

Reading :textual features. Reading : 

organisational features. Reading : finding 

meaning. Reading Mock paper practice.

Reading : Comparison. Reading: mock 

paper practice. Speaking and listening 

and communicating: Listening closely. 

Speaking, l istening and communicating: 

Questions task 1 part 1

Writing: Format and 

structure/informationrmation sheet. 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar: 

spelling strategies / grammar. Writing : 

structure and using paragraphs. Writing 

Letters / Writing emails/ Writing reviews.

Speaking, l istening and communicating: 

Presentations task 1 part 2. Speaking, 

l istening and communicating: discussions 

part 2. Speaking, l istening and 

communicating task 1 and 2 formal 

assessment.

Speaking and listening examinations Functional Skil ls English equips students 

with the communication, l iteracy and 

problem-solving skil ls needed for 

employment, apprenticeships, further 

education and everyday life. Students 

develop the confidence to communicate 

effectively, write for a range of purposes 

and audiences, and interpret 

informationrmation accurately. These 

transferable skil ls support progression into 

careers across all sectors, where 

professionalism, teamwork and effective 

communication are essential.

Functional Skil ls English has strong links with 

all curriculum areas by developing the 

reading, writing, speaking and listening 

skil ls needed to succeed across academic 

and vocational subjects. It also supports 

employability by strengthening 

communication, report writing, 

presentation skil ls and critical thinking, 

helping students interpret workplace 

documents, complete applications and 

communicate confidently in professional 

and real-life contexts.

Maths: 

Applications 

and 

Interpretation

International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

IB Maths: Applications and Interpretation 

equips students with analytical, 

quantitative and problem-solving skil ls that 

are valued in a wide range of careers. 

These skil ls support pathways into data 

science, engineering, finance, economics, 

business, actuarial science, environmental 

science, healthcare, social sciences and 

technology, while also preparing students 

for any profession that values logical 

reasoning, decision-making and critical 

thinking.

IB Maths: Applications and Interpretation 

has strong links with the Sciences through 

mathematical modelling, statistics and 

data analysis, and with Geography, 

Psychology and Economics through the 

interpretation of real-world data and 

trends. It also supports Business through 

financial modelling and decision-making, 

and Computing through algorithms, 

modelling and the use of technology to 

solve complex problems. These links help 

students appreciate how Maths underpins 

research, innovation and evidence-based 

decision-making across a wide range of 

disciplines.

Functional Skills - 

Maths

Pearson Using number and the number system – 

whole numbers, fractions and decimals. 

Includes: counting, reading and writing 

numbers, comparing and ordering 

numbers, adding and subtracting (up to 3-

digits), dividing (3-digit by single digit), 

multiplying (up to 2 digit by 2 digit), 

rounding to whole, 10, 100 or 1,000, 

sequences of numbers, simple equivalent 

fractions, decimals up to 2 places.

Using number and the number system – 

whole numbers, fractions and decimals. 

Includes: counting, reading and writing 

numbers, comparing and ordering 

numbers, adding and subtracting (up to 3-

digits), dividing (3-digit by single digit), 

multiplying (up to 2 digit by 2 digit), 

rounding to whole, 10, 100 or 1,000, 

sequences of numbers, simple equivalent 

fractions, decimals up to 2 places.

Using common measures, shape and 

space. Awareness of money and 

calculating with money. time (tell ing time 

and recording time), reading time from 

analogue and digital clocks, units of 

measure for time, distance, mass, 

capacity, instruments used in measuring, 

2D and 3D shape names and properties, 

positional vocabulary and awareness of 

compass points and direction

Using common measures, shape and 

space. Awareness of money and 

calculating with money. time (tell ing time 

and recording time), reading time from 

analogue and digital clocks, units of 

measure for time, distance, mass, 

capacity, instruments used in measuring, 

2D and 3D shape names and properties, 

positional vocabulary and awareness of 

compass points and direction

Handling informationrmation and data. 

Extracting information from lists, tables, 

diagrams, charts, graphs, frequency 

tables, pictograms, interpreting 

informationrmation and making 

comparisons, organising and representing 

data in appropriate ways (tables, 

pictograms, graphs, etc.

Handling informationrmation and data. 

Extracting information from lists, tables, 

diagrams, charts, graphs, frequency 

tables, pictograms, interpreting 

informationrmation and making 

comparisons, organising and representing 

data in appropriate ways (tables, 

pictograms, graphs, etc.

Functional Skil ls Maths equips students with 

the numeracy, problem-solving and 

decision-making skil ls needed for 

employment, apprenticeships, further 

education and everyday life. Students 

develop confidence in applying Maths to 

practical situations, including budgeting, 

measuring, interpreting data and solving 

real-world problems. These transferable 

skil ls support progression into careers 

across all sectors, where numerical 

confidence, accuracy and logical thinking 

are highly valued.

Functional Skil ls Maths has strong links with 

all curriculum areas by developing the 

numerical skil ls needed across academic 

and vocational subjects. It also supports 

Science through measurement and data 

analysis, Business through budgeting and 

financial calculations, Construction and 

Engineering through measurement and 

scale, and Hospitality and Catering 

through costing and proportion. These links 

help students apply Maths confidently in 

everyday life, the workplace and further 

study.

Biology International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Metabolism, Molecular Genetics and 

Climate Change: Students begin the year 

by investigating enzymes, metabolism and 

cellular respiration, developing an 

understanding of how energy is released 

and util ised in living organisms. Alongside 

this, they study DNA replication and 

protein synthesis before exploring the 

biological impactts of climate change 

and the challenges it presents for 

ecosystems worldwide.

Ecosystems, Genetics and Cell Division: 

Students investigate the transfer of energy 

and matter through ecosystems, 

ecological niches and ecosystem stability. 

They also study mutations, gene editing 

and cell division, developing an 

understanding of how genetic 

informationrmation is maintained, modified 

and inherited.

Photosynthesis, Communication and Body 

Systems: Students study photosynthesis 

and the transfer of energy within plants 

before investigating chemical signalling, 

reproduction and the organisation of body 

systems. They develop an understanding 

of how multicellular organisms coordinate, 

reproduce and maintain essential l ife 

processes.

Disease, Inheritance and Homeostasis: 

Students complete the taught content by 

studying disease, patterns of inheritance 

and the mechanisms that maintain stable 

internal conditions. The remainder of the 

course focuses on consolidating 

knowledge across all themes, 

strengthening practical and analytical 

skil ls, and preparing for the IB 

examinations.

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams Year 13 develops the advanced 

investigative, analytical and problem-

solving skil ls required for higher education 

and careers in medicine, biomedical 

science, genetics, biotechnology, 

environmental science, veterinary science 

and scientific research. Students continue 

to refine their practical skil ls and apply 

biological knowledge to complex, real-

world contexts.

IB Biology continues to strengthen links with 

chemistry through metabolism, respiration 

and photosynthesis, and with Maths 

through statistical analysis, data handling 

and experimental design. Students also 

make connections with environmental 

systems and geography through ecology 

and climate change, while developing the 

critical thinking and inquiry skil ls that 

underpin the wider IB Diploma 

Programme.

Chemistry International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams The knowledge and practical skil ls 

developed throughout Year 13 are 

valuable for careers in chemistry, 

medicine, pharmacy, chemical 

engineering, environmental science, 

materials science, biotechnology, forensic 

science and scientific research. The 

emphasis on experimental design, data 

analysis and evaluation also prepares 

students for a wide range of STEM degrees 

and careers requiring problem-solving and 

analytical thinking.

IB Chemistry draws upon concepts from 

Maths, particularly algebra, logarithms, 

graph interpretation and statistical 

analysis. Links with biology include 

biochemistry, enzyme function and 

metabolism, while physics provides 

connections through energy changes, 

thermodynamics and electrochemistry. 

Students also develop transferable skil ls in 

scientific writing, critical evaluation and 

independent research, supporting success 

across the IB Diploma Programme.

Physics International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Themes C & D – Advanced Waves / 

Electromagnetism: Students complete 

Theme C by studying standing waves, 

resonance and the Doppler effect, whilst 

Theme D develops the motion of charged 

particles in electric and magnetic fields, 

electromagnetic induction, generators 

and transformers.

Theme E – Nuclear and Quantum Physics: 

Students begin one of the most 

conceptually demanding areas of the 

course by studying atomic structure, 

nuclear fission and the foundations of 

quantum physics. They investigate how 

modern physics explains phenomena that 

cannot be described using classical 

models.

Theme E – Quantum Physics and 

Radioactivity: Students continue Theme E 

by exploring quantum behaviour in greater 

depth before investigating radioactive 

decay, nuclear stability and the 

mathematical models used to describe 

nuclear processes. Practical work and 

problem-solving continue to develop the 

analytical skil ls required for the final 

examinations.

Themes E & D – Radioactivity / 

Gravitational Fields: Students complete 

their study of radioactivity while revisiting 

gravitational fields in greater depth, 

applying their understanding to planetary 

motion, gravitational interactions and 

astrophysical systems. Increasing emphasis 

is placed on making connections across 

the different themes of the course.

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams Students continue to develop the 

advanced problem-solving, experimental 

and analytical skil ls required for university 

study and careers in fields such as 

engineering, medicine, physics, 

computing, aerospace, finance and 

scientific research. Independent practical 

work further develops investigation and 

evaluation skil ls.

Students continue to apply advanced 

mathematical techniques throughout the 

course while making links with chemistry 

through atomic and nuclear physics. The 

course also complements Theory of 

Knowledge by encouraging students to 

evaluate scientific evidence, models and 

the development of scientific 

understanding.

Applied 

Science

BTEC Nationals Applied 

Science (AAQ)

Builds independent research, practical 

and analytical skil ls valued in careers such 

as scientific research, healthcare, 

engineering, environmental science, 

pharmaceuticals and higher education.

Strengthens mathematical and statistical 

skil ls, develops extended scientific writing 

and research skil ls, and uses ICT to 

analyse, interpret and present scientific 

data.

Geography International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Geophysical Hazards - this topic 

investigates the 

mechanisms of plate movement as well 

as the 

characteristics of volcanoes and 

earthquakes.

Power, places and networks - this topic 

focuses on global interactions and the 

role of powerful organisations and 

groups in the global market.

Human development and diversity - 

students will study development 

opportunities and how countries start the 

development journey.

Global risks and resil ience - this topic 

looks at geopolitical, economic and 

environmental risks and how countries 

can build resil ience to these risks.

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams IB Geography equips students with 

analytical, research and problem-solving 

skil ls that are valued in a wide range of 

careers. Year 13 topics support pathways 

into geology, disaster risk management, 

environmental consultancy, sustainability, 

urban and infrastructure planning, climate 

adaptation, international development 

and geopolitical analysis, while also 

preparing students for any profession that 

values critical thinking, data interpretation 

and global awareness.

IB Geography has strong links with the 

Sciences through the study of physical 

processes, hazards and climate change, 

and with Mathematics through data 

analysis and fieldwork investigations. It 

also supports Economics and Business 

through sustainability and global 

development, Computer Science through 

the use of GIS and digital mapping 

technologies, and the Social Sciences by 

exploring population, migration, 

geopolitics and human-environment 

interactions. These links help students 

understand the interconnected nature of 

global challenges while developing the 

analytical and research skil ls required 

across the IB Diploma Programme.

History International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams Examining historiography will allow 

Students to develop their understanding 

about the role and work of historians. A 

university trip to help Students plan and 

research their IAs will build their 

understanding of the work involved in 

historical or academic research.

Paper 1 (Climate and innovation) has 

strong links to other IB subjects such as 

Geography. There are also links in Paper 2 

and Paper 3 topics to Social Sciences.

Language Ab 

Initio - German

International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams IB German ab initio equips students with 

communication, cultural awareness and 

global citizenship skil ls that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into international business, 

education, translation, interpreting, travel 

and tourism, diplomacy and global 

organisations, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

effective communication, collaboration 

and cultural understanding.

IB German ab initio has strong links with 

Geography through the study of German-

speaking countries, cultures and global 

issues. It also supports English by 

developing communication, l iteracy and 

presentation skil ls, and links with PSHE and 

Citizenship through exploring identity, 

relationships, cultural diversity and global 

responsibil ity. These links help students 

develop the language, interpersonal and 

intercultural skil ls needed to thrive in an 

increasingly interconnected world.

Spanish B International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Identities: Who am I

Students explore identity in different 

cultural contexts, including Texan identity, 

preserving cultural identity, language and 

identity, and life between two cultures.

Experiences: History for the future

Students study social change, coming-of-

age traditions such as quinceaneras, 

migration experiences, and changing 

family structures.

Human ingenuity: Science and technology

Students explore technology in everyday 

life, the rise of robots, safe navigation 

online, and access to the world through 

digital technology.

Social organisation: Rights and 

responsibil ities

Students study education and sport, work 

and mental load, justice, fairness and 

equality, and innovation in education.

Students explore fair trade, rights and 

culture, gender equality, peace and 

conflict, and global responsibil ity.

Final IB examination preparation. Students 

consolidate all IB themes, refine oral and 

written responses, practise listening and 

reading comprehension, and prepare for 

final assessment.

Revision/Exams University and global employment: 

Spanish language skil ls strengthen 

applications for degrees and careers 

involving global business, politics, culture, 

education, NGOs and international law.

Politics, Law, Economics, Sociology and 

Global Perspectives: students explore 

rights, equality, work, innovation, 

sustainability and international relations, 

preparing them for university-level 

discussion.

French B International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Identities: Beliefs, values and language

Students explore beliefs and values, 

subcultures, and the relationship between 

language and identity, considering how 

people express who they are in different 

cultural contexts.

Experiences: Stories, rites and traditions

Students study personal and cultural 

experiences through stories, rites and 

traditions, reflecting on how shared 

practices and memories shape 

communities.

Human ingenuity: Media, technology and 

scientific innovation

Students explore communication and 

media, technology and scientific 

innovation, considering the opportunities 

and challenges created by progress.

Social organisation: Learning, work and 

justice

Students study learning and self-

improvement, the world of work, and 

crime and punishment, developing 

language to discuss education, careers 

and social responsibil ity.

Final IB examination preparation

Students consolidate all IB themes, refine 

oral and written responses, practise 

listening and reading comprehension, and 

prepare for final assessments.

Revision/Exams University and global employment: French 

language skil ls strengthen applications for 

degrees and careers involving global 

business, politics, culture, education, NGOs 

and international law.

Politics, Law, Economics, Sociology and 

Global Perspectives: students explore 

rights, equality, work, innovation, 

sustainability and international relations, 

preparing them for university-level 

discussion.

Performing Arts BTEC Level 3 Diploma in 

Performing Arts (Double)

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National 

Diploma in Performing Arts equips students 

with creativity, communication and 

collaboration skil ls that are valued in a 

wide range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into acting, musical theatre, 

directing, choreography, stage 

management, arts administration, 

teaching, broadcasting, events 

management and the wider creative 

industries, while also preparing students for 

any profession that values confidence, 

leadership, teamwork and effective 

communication.

Performing Arts has strong links with English 

through script analysis, storytelling and 

communication, and with Music and 

Dance through performance, 

interpretation and creative expression. It 

also supports History by exploring 

theatrical styles and cultural contexts, and 

Psychology and Sociology through the 

study of character, relationships and 

human behaviour. These links help students 

develop creativity, critical thinking and the 

confidence to communicate effectively in 

a range of professional and academic 

settings.

Sport, Exercise & 

Health Science

BTEC Level 3 Award in Sport 

and Exercise Science 

(Double and Triple Award)

The Year 13 units allow students to 

specialise further and gain a deeper 

understanding of the scientific and 

professional aspects of sport and exercise 

science. Through biomechanics, exercise 

physiology, research methods, fitness 

testing and exercise instruction, students 

develop skil ls closely linked to careers in 

physiotherapy, sports rehabilitation, 

strength and conditioning, sports science, 

performance analysis, coaching and the 

fitness industry. The independent 

coursework and practical delivery 

elements also prepare students well for 

higher education and apprenticeships by 

developing advanced analytical, 

communication and professional working 

skil ls that mirror those used in the sport, 

health and exercise sectors.

The Year 13 units further strengthen 

students’ academic and vocational skil l 

set by linking closely with science, Maths 

and research-based learning. Students use 

advanced biological concepts when 

studying biomechanics and exercise 

physiology, while mathematical skil ls are 

essential for data analysis, fitness testing 

and research methods. Coursework units 

develop high-level l iteracy skil ls through 

report writing, evaluation and scientific 

discussion, while ICT is used for research, 

data presentation and performance 

analysis. The practical delivery and 

professional development elements of the 

course also build leadership, 

independence, communication and 

critical thinking skil ls, preparing students for 

university study, apprenticeships and 

careers within the sport, health and 

exercise industries.Criminology WJEC Diploma Students will continue studying Unit 3: 

Crime Scene to Courtroom, examining 

investigative techniques, evidence 

processing, rights within criminal 

investigations, factors affecting trial 

outcomes, and the role of laypeople in 

criminal cases. They will apply legal and 

criminological knowledge to case studies 

while preparing for the Unit 3 controlled 

assessment.

Students will complete Unit 3, drawing 

conclusions from evidence, assessing the 

validity of informationrmation, and 

evaluating criminal justice outcomes. They 

will refine their controlled assessment skil ls 

and develop the ability to analyse 

criminal cases using evidence, legal 

principles, and criminological 

understanding.

Students will begin Unit 4: Crime and 

Punishment, exploring the aims of 

punishment, the effectiveness of criminal 

justice responses, and the use of social 

control in contemporary society. They will 

investigate how punishment strategies 

seek to reduce crime and maintain social 

order while evaluating their effectiveness.

Students will continue studying Unit 4, 

examining sentencing, rehabilitation, 

custodial and non-custodial punishments, 

and the effectiveness of crime prevention 

strategies. They will apply criminological 

theories to evaluate criminal justice 

policies and responses to offending 

behaviour.

Students will complete Unit 4 and 

consolidate their understanding of crime 

and punishment across the criminal justice 

system. Through revision and examination 

practice, they will develop the skil ls 

required to analyse, evaluate, and justify 

different approaches to punishment and 

crime prevention in preparation for the Unit 

4 examination.

Revision/Exams The WJEC Criminology curriculum exposes 

students to a wide range of career 

pathways, including policing, law, 

probation services, criminology, forensic 

investigation, prison services, social work, 

youth justice, psychology, intelligence 

services, victim support, and community 

safety. Through the study of crime, criminal 

behaviour, forensic evidence, the criminal 

justice system, and punishment, students 

develop analytical, investigative, 

evaluative, and communication skil ls that 

are highly valued in higher education and 

a range of professional careers.

WJEC Criminology has strong cross-

curricular l inks with Citizenship, as students 

explore the legal system, criminal justice 

processes, human rights, policing, law-

making, and the role of citizens within 

society. The course also links with 

Psychology, particularly through the study 

of Social Learning Theory and other 

explanations of criminal behaviour, helping 

students understand how behaviour can 

be influenced by observation, imitation, 

reinformationrcement, and social 

environments.

Film International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

HL students begin their Collaborative 

Project research and pre-production

HL and SL students complete Comparative 

Project Script draft 1

HL students prepare Collaborative Project 

pre-production

HL and SL students complete the first four 

minutes of their Comparative Project.

HL students complete production and post-

production of their Collaborative Project.

HL and SL complete the first ten-minute 

draft of their Comparative project.

HL students complete Film Reels and show 

a test audience viewing.

HL and SL students complete their 

Collaborative Project – and make 

improvements following a test audience 

viewing.  

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams The practical side of filmmaking requires 

group work, the ability to work and 

communicate effectively with others, skil ls 

that are directly transferable to the world 

of work.

Film analysis skil ls transfer directly to 

analysis of texts and images in England. 

Studying how films reflect the context of 

the times and places they were made 

makes links to history. 

The final term is dedicated to completing outstanding coursework, ensuring all 

elements of the independent investigation are finished, reviewed and submitted to the 

highest possible standard.

In Year 13, students build on the mathematical knowledge and skil ls developed in Year 12 as they complete the IB Maths: Applications and Interpretation course. They deepen their understanding of mathematical modelling, statistics, probability, functions and 

calculus, applying advanced mathematical techniques to analyse and solve complex real-world problems. Students continue to use technology confidently to investigate patterns, interpret data and communicate mathematical reasoning.

Students complete their Internal Assessment (Mathematical Exploration), undertaking independent research into a mathematical topic of personal interest while developing their analytical, investigative and communication skil ls. Throughout the year, they apply 

their knowledge to increasingly challenging problems, preparing confidently for the IB Diploma examinations and for progression to higher education and careers requiring strong quantitative and problem-solving skil ls.

Terms 1 and 2: Students will begin the academic year working on their Individual Oral, 

one of the four assessments this year. They deliver a verbal essay based on a global 

issue that links one of their l iterary texts with a chosen Body of Work. Students study their 

final two literary texts: Much Ado About Nothing by Will iam Shakespeare and the 

Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood. In addition, students will sit their mocks. 

Term 3 and 4: Students will write a Higher Level Essay on an aspect of a studied literary 

text of their choice. At this point in the academic year, we will be revising for their 

formal exams: Paper 1 Textual Analysis and Paper 2: Literary Comparison. Students will 

be well prepared with practice papers, focused revision and building confidence. 

In Year 13, students build on the language skil ls developed in Year 12 as they complete the IB German ab initio course. They develop greater confidence and accuracy in 

listening, speaking, reading and writing, communicating effectively across a range of familiar and contemporary topics. Students extend their vocabulary and grammatical 

knowledge while applying their language skil ls to authentic texts, conversations and cultural contexts.

Throughout the year, students deepen their understanding of the cultures and traditions of German-speaking countries, developing intercultural awareness and global 

perspectives. They refine their communication skil ls through independent speaking, reading and writing activities, preparing confidently for the IB Diploma assessments while 

becoming effective and reflective global communicators.

In Year 13, students build on the practical and theoretical skil ls developed in Year 12 as they complete the Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Performing Arts. They 

refine their performance, rehearsal and creative skil ls through responding to professional briefs, developing original performances and demonstrating increasing independence, 

technical ability and artistic expression.

Throughout the course, students analyse and evaluate professional and personal performances, applying feedback to improve their work while collaborating effectively with 

others in rehearsal and production. They develop the professionalism, resil ience and communication skil ls required within the performing arts industry, preparing confidently for 

higher education, apprenticeships and careers within the creative sector.

In Year 13, Double Award students study Units 3, 4, 5 and 10, focusing on professional development within the sports industry, research methods, fitness testing and biomechanics. Students become increasingly independent learners as they carry out investigations, 

analyse performance data, conduct practical fitness assessments and apply scientific principles to sporting movement and performance. Learning combines theoretical study with practical application, while assessment is mainly through coursework projects, 

investigations, written reports and applied vocational tasks. Triple Award students complete all of these units alongside Units 9 and 14, which develop advanced knowledge of exercise physiology and the delivery of individual and group exercise sessions. These 

units provide additional practical experience in coaching, exercise instruction and scientific analysis of the body’s response to exercise, preparing students exceptionally well for careers and university pathways in sport science, physiotherapy, coaching, fitness and 

rehabilitation.

The focus this year will be on Paper 3 topics: 

Slavery and the New World (1500-1800)

US Civil War – Causes, course and effects (1840-1877)

Civil Rights and Social Movements in the Americas post-1945 (This will include topics such as the rights of indigenous groups, the US Civil Rights Movement and feminism in the 

Americas). 

Integrated into the last Paper 3 topic, Students will also cover their second case study for Paper 1 – Rights and Protest, the Civil Rights Movement. This will examine the nature 

and characteristics of discrimination, types of protest and action and their impactt as well as the role and significance of key actors and groups. 

This is the last year that this assessment will be sat, and topics covered here will not be applicable to lower years.

Students begin Year 13 by studying entropy and the factors that determine whether 

chemical reactions are feasible. They will investigate dynamic equilibrium and apply 

Le Chatelier's principle to predict how changes in conditions affect equilibrium systems. 

Students will develop their mathematical and analytical skil ls by interpreting 

equilibrium data and solving quantitative chemistry problems.

Students will study acids and bases in greater depth, including acid-base equilibria, 

buffers and titration calculations. They will complete a second practice Internal 

Assessment to further develop their practical, analytical and scientific communication 

skil ls. Students will also explore redox reactions and electrochemical cells before 

studying organic chemistry, including reaction pathways and polymerisation.

Students complete the Physics unit, studying the applications of waves, motion, forces, 

electricity and energy transfer before sitting the externally assessed examination. 

Alongside this, they complete the physics elements of Unit 4 coursework, applying their 

knowledge through practical investigations involving electrical circuits, energy transfer 

and quantitative laboratory techniques. This completes the practical skil ls unit, bringing 

together the knowledge and laboratory techniques developed across Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics.

Students complete Unit 5: Science Investigation Skills , an independent investigative 

project that draws together the knowledge, practical techniques and analytical skil ls 

developed throughout the course. Students research a scientific topic, design and 

carry out their own investigation, collect and analyse data, evaluate their 

methodology and communicate their conclusions using appropriate scientific 

language and evidence. This unit develops many of the skil ls expected in higher 

education and scientific careers, including independent working, problem solving, 

critical evaluation and scientific communication.



Art & Design Pearson 

BTEC Level 3 National 

Foundation Diploma in Art 

and Design

Revision/Exams The Level 3 BTEC in Art and Design builds a 

practical foundation through project-

based learning, directly l inking to degree-

level study and various creative careers. 

By developing portfolios in specialisms like 

graphics, fashion, and 3D Design, it leads 

directly to roles such as a Graphic 

Designer, Fashion Designer, or Architectural 

Assistant.

Our BTEC Level 3 Art and Design 

qualification promotes inquisitive minds 

and independent thinking by requiring 

Students to drive their own creative 

journeys. By engaging in open-ended, 

portfolio-based projects, Students learn to 

formulate unique concepts, take 

calculated risks, and solve visual problems 

independently. This iterative cycle of self-

directed research, experimentation, and 

critical evaluation builds highly 

transferable cognitive skil ls. This equips 

learners with analytical habits that 

naturally cross over into other academic 

subjects.
Citizenship GCSE Pearson Edexcel Students will undertake primary and 

secondary research linked to their 

Citizenship in Action project, gathering 

evidence and exploring different 

perspectives on their chosen issue. They 

will apply citizenship knowledge and 

research methods to informationrm their 

campaign planning and decision-making.

Students will plan and implement their 

Citizenship in Action project, working 

collaboratively to take informationrmed 

action on an issue affecting their 

community or wider society. They will 

develop leadership, organisation, 

communication, and advocacy skil ls while 

evaluating the impactt of their actions.

Students will complete and evaluate their 

Citizenship in Action project, reflecting on 

the effectiveness of their campaign and 

the role of active citizenship in creating 

change. They will begin consolidating 

knowledge from Themes A–E through 

retrieval and exam-style practice.

Students will revise key content from Living 

Together in the UK, Democracy at Work, 

and How the Law Works, strengthening 

their ability to apply knowledge to 

sources, scenarios, and examination 

questions. They will develop analytical 

and evaluative skil ls through structured 

exam practice.

Students will revise Power and Influence 

and Citizenship in Action, drawing 

connections between political 

participation, campaigning, democracy, 

and social change. They will refine their 

examination technique by evaluating 

evidence, constructing arguments, and 

justifying viewpoints.

Students will consolidate their 

understanding of the full GCSE Citizenship 

Studies course through targeted revision 

and examination practice. They will apply 

their knowledge of rights, democracy, 

law, participation, and citizenship action to 

contemporary issues and real-world 

contexts in preparation for their final 

examinations.

The GCSE Citizenship Studies curriculum 

exposes Students to a wide range of 

career pathways, including law, policing, 

politics, public services, social work, 

journalism, civil service, community 

development, international relations, 

teaching, and charity and voluntary sector 

work. Through the study of democracy, 

law, human rights, active citizenship, and 

social issues, students develop 

communication, critical thinking, research, 

leadership, and problem-solving skil ls that 

are highly valued in further education, 

employment, and public life.

GCSE Citizenship Studies has strong cross-

curricular l inks with WJEC Criminology, as 

both subjects explore crime, law, justice, 

punishment, policing, human rights, and 

the effectiveness of the criminal justice 

system. Students develop their 

understanding of how laws are created 

and enforced, evaluate responses to 

crime and deviance, and consider how 

citizens, governments, and legal institutions 

work together to create a fair and safe 

society.

Economics International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams IB Economics equips students with 

analytical, quantitative and decision-

making skil ls that are valued in a wide 

range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into economics, finance, 

banking, business management, 

accounting, public policy, law, data 

analysis and international development, 

while also preparing students for any 

profession that values critical thinking, 

problem-solving and informationrmed 

decision-making.

IB Economics has strong links with Maths 

through statistical analysis, financial 

calculations and interpreting quantitative 

data. It also supports Geography through 

the study of global development, 

sustainability and resource allocation, 

Business through markets and decision-

making, and Politics through government 

policy and international trade. These links 

help students understand how economic 

decisions shape individuals, societies and 

the global economy while developing 

analytical and research skil ls across the IB 

Diploma Programme.

Computer 

Science

International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams IB Computer Science equips students with 

computational thinking, programming and 

analytical skil ls that are valued in a wide 

range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into software engineering, 

artificial intell igence, cybersecurity, data 

science, game development, robotics, 

network engineering, systems analysis and 

technology consultancy, while also 

preparing students for any profession that 

values innovation, logical thinking and 

digital l iteracy.

IB Computer Science has strong links with 

Mathematics through algorithms, logic, 

abstraction and computational modelling. 

It also supports Physics and Engineering 

through systems design and problem-

solving, Business through digital 

technologies, databases and 

cybersecurity, and Design & Technology 

by developing programming, innovation 

and creative solutions to real-world 

challenges. These links help students 

understand how computing underpins 

scientific research, technological 

innovation and modern society while 

developing the analytical and research 

Psychology International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Students will complete the Internal 

Assessment, designing, conducting, 

analysing, and evaluating a psychological 

investigation while applying ethical 

considerations, research methods, and 

statistical understanding. They will 

develop independence as researchers by 

interpreting findings, evaluating strengths 

and limitations, and communicating 

psychological evidence clearly.

Students will begin the option areas of IB 

Psychology, exploring Health and 

Wellbeing and Human Relationships 

through biological, cognitive, and 

sociocultural explanations for behaviour. 

They will investigate topics such as health 

problems, cultural influences, conformity, 

acculturation, and cognitive models while 

continuing to apply IB key concepts 

including bias, causality, change, 

measurement, perspective, and 

responsibil ity.

Students will continue exploring Health 

and Wellbeing and Human Relationships, 

investigating social learning, stress, 

prevalence of health problems, social 

identity, and the role of biological and 

environmental influences on relationships 

and behaviour. They will strengthen 

analytical and essay-writing skil ls through 

the evaluation of psychological theories 

and research evidence.

Students will complete the remaining 

option content, exploring treatments for 

health disorders, communication, 

language, cognitive explanations of 

relationships, and strategies for improving 

relationships. At the end of the term, 

Students will begin Paper 3 preparation by 

exploring qualitative research methods, 

ethical considerations, bias, reliability, 

validity, transferability, and 

generalisability.

Students will continue Paper 3 preparation, 

focusing on qualitative methods, 

researcher and participant bias, data 

interpretation, and evaluation of 

psychological research in unfamiliar 

stimulus material. Alongside this, Students 

will consolidate Paper 1 and Paper 2 

knowledge through targeted revision and 

exam practice across all approaches and 

option content before their examinations.

Revision/Exams The IB Psychology curriculum exposes 

Students to a wide range of career 

pathways, including clinical psychology, 

counselling, mental health services, 

neuroscience, psychiatry, education, 

social work, criminology, healthcare, 

research, marketing, human resources, 

and behavioural science. The curriculum 

also uses real-world psychological studies, 

research methods, and critical analysis to 

help Students understand human 

behaviour, development, cognition, 

culture, and wellbeing, demonstrating 

how psychologists and researchers use 

evidence to understand and improve 

people’s l ives.

IB Psychology has strong cross-curricular 

l inks with IB Maths through the analysis 

and interpretation of quantitative data, 

statistics, correlations, reliability, validity, 

and research methods used to investigate 

human behaviour. Students also develop 

links with IB and Applied Science subjects 

by investigating the brain, hormones, 

genetics, neuroscience, and biological 

processes underpinning behaviour, helping 

them understand how scientific evidence is 

used to explain human experience.

Social & 

Cultural 

Anthropology

International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Students will complete their Internal 

Assessment, conducting independent 

anthropological fieldwork linked to an 

Area of Inquiry and analysing their findings 

using anthropological concepts, theories, 

and research methods. They will critically 

evaluate ethical and methodological 

considerations, reflect on their role as 

researchers, and develop the skil ls needed 

to communicate anthropological 

arguments and evidence effectively.

Students will begin studying the Areas of 

Inquiry of The Body and Belonging through 

ethnographic research in Brazil and Papua 

New Guinea. They will investigate how 

identity, beauty, gender, sexuality, 

agency, community, and belonging are 

shaped by culture, while developing their 

ability to apply anthropological concepts, 

theories, and perspectives to 

contemporary global issues.

Students will continue exploring the Areas 

of Inquiry of Belonging and The Body 

through ethnographic studies from Brazil 

and Papua New Guinea. They will 

investigate how race, beauty, gender, 

marriage, family, and cultural traditions 

influence identity and belonging, while 

developing their ability to apply 

anthropological concepts, evaluate 

differing perspectives, and analyse 

contemporary social issues using 

ethnographic evidence.

Students will continue to explore how 

identity and belonging are shaped by the 

body, gender, sexuality, kinship, and social 

expectations through the ethnographies 

Pretty Modern and Wayward Women. 

They will examine topics including plastic 

surgery, drag culture, marriage, 

reproduction, and community relationships 

while developing their ability to apply 

anthropological concepts and evaluate 

different cultural perspectives.

Students will revise the full IB Social and 

Cultural Anthropology course, drawing on 

all Areas of Inquiry and ethnographies 

studied throughout Years 12 and 13. They 

will refine their Paper 1 and Paper 2 

examination skil ls by applying 

anthropological concepts, theories, and 

ethnographic evidence to compare 

perspectives, evaluate arguments, and 

analyse contemporary global issues.

Revision/Exams The IB Social and Cultural Anthropology 

curriculum exposes Students to a wide 

range of career pathways, including 

international development, humanitarian 

aid, social research, journalism, teaching, 

social work, public policy, community 

development, law, healthcare, 

diplomacy, human rights advocacy, and 

international relations. Through the study of 

ethnographic research, culture, identity, 

migration, inequality, health, conflict, and 

global issues, students develop critical 

thinking, communication, research, and 

analytical skil ls that are highly valued in 

both higher education and a wide range 

of professional careers.

IB Social and Cultural Anthropology has 

strong cross-curricular l inks with IB 

Psychology through the study of identity, 

culture, socialisation, migration, health, 

relationships, human behaviour, and the 

influence of social and environmental 

factors on individuals and groups. The 

course also links with IB Geography 

through the exploration of migration, 

globalisation, inequality, development, 

human rights, urbanisation, sustainability, 

and the ways people interact with and 

adapt to their environments, helping 

students understand contemporary global 

issues from both social and geographical 

perspectives.

Media Studies AQA We compare casual mobile phone games 

Lara Croft Go and Blackpink the Game. 

We look at how the games were made, 

and how they target their audiences, 

representations within the game and how 

media language is used.

We analyse how Marcus Rashford and Kim 

Kardashian use media language in their 

social online presences, how they apply 

representations to appeal to their 

audiences, and how they make their 

money and campaign for their causes.

Exam revision - students will revisit all 

component knowledge and practise a 

range of exam questions related to each 

close study product.

Exam revision - students will revisit all 

component knowledge and practise a 

range of exam questions related to each 

close study product.

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams It opens doors to the dynamic creative 

industries, equipping you with highly 

transferable analytical and technical skil ls. 

You can pursue digital pathways like 

social media management, content 

creation, and digital marketing, where 

data analysis and audience targeting are 

key. If you prefer traditional media, options 

include journalism, television production, 

public relations, and advertising 

copywriting. The course also builds strong 

foundations for technical roles in video 

editing, graphic design, and sound 

engineering.

It directly mirrors GCSE English Language, 

as both subjects require you to deconstruct 

textual meaning, analyse target 

audiences, and decode persuasive 

language. If you study GCSE History or 

Sociology, you will find deep crossovers in 

examining historical contexts, political bias, 

and how media representations shape 

social identities over time. For those taking 

creative subjects l ike GCSE Art and Design 

or Film Studies, the course 

reinformationrces practical skil ls in visual 

storytelling, page layout, and digital 

composition. Finally, it even links to GCSE 

Business, as both subjects analyze 

advertising strategies, market research, 

and how commercial industries generate 

profit.
Health & Social 

Care

BTEC AAQ Nationals Introduction to Unit 2 (Human Biology). 

Students will learn about the organisation 

of the human body, starting with cells and 

building up to tissues, organs and organ 

systems. Students will learn about energy 

use within the body and the importance of 

negative feedback loops for homeostatic 

regulation. 

Students will study human body systems, 

including the cardiovascular, 

musculoskeletal, nervous, endocrine, 

digestive and reproductive systems. 

Students will then bring this knowledge 

together to understand how certain health 

conditions can affect multiple body 

systems. Students will end the term with 

revision lessons and past papers in 

preparation for their exam in January. 

Once the students have completed their 

exam they will be introduced to Unit 3 

(Principles of health and social care 

practice). Students will learn about core 

values in health and social care, the 

importance of person-centred care and 

the importance of effective 

communication. 

In this term students will learn about duty 

of care and how this can impact on the 

care received by individuals across 

different life stages. Students will also look 

at key pieces of legislation and 

organisations that have a strong impactt 

on the provision of care.

Students will look into and assess the effect 

of social determinants on care. Students 

will also look into improving health 

outcomes and potential barriers to this. 

Students will then write up their coursework 

ready for submission by the end of term.

Revision/Exams The Health and Social Care curriculum 

exposes Students to a variety of career 

pathways within these sectors, including 

nursing, counselling, mental health 

services, paramedics, midwifery and 

support worker roles. 

Unit 2 of health and social care has strong 

links to Biology as students will need to 

have a detailed understanding of the 

workings of the human body. There are 

also links to Anthropology as students look 

into social determinants in Unit 3.

Business 

Management

International 

Baccalaureate (IB)

Revision/Exams Revision/Exams IB Business Management equips students 

with analytical, leadership and decision-

making skil ls that are valued in a wide 

range of careers. These skil ls support 

pathways into business management, 

entrepreneurship, finance, accounting, 

marketing, human resources, project 

management, consultancy and 

international business, while also preparing 

students for any profession that values 

communication, strategic thinking and 

commercial awareness.

IB Business Management has strong links 

with Economics through the study of 

markets, globalisation and decision-

making, and with Maths through financial 

analysis, budgeting and interpreting 

business data. It also supports Geography 

by exploring sustainability, international 

trade and global business, and Computing 

through digital technologies, innovation 

and data management. These links help 

students understand how businesses 

operate within an increasingly complex 

and interconnected global economy 

while developing the analytical and 

research skil ls required across the IB 

Diploma Programme.

In Year 13, students build on the knowledge and skil ls developed in Year 12 as they complete the IB Business Management course. They deepen their understanding of business 

strategy, finance, marketing, operations management and human resource management, while analysing how organisations respond to ethical, environmental and global 

challenges. Students evaluate business performance and make strategic decisions using real-world case studies and contemporary business issues.

Throughout the year, students strengthen their analytical, evaluative and research skil ls by applying business theories to complex scenarios and justifying decisions using 

evidence. They complete the Internal Assessment by investigating a real business issue and continue to develop the critical thinking, commercial awareness and independent 

learning skil ls required for success in the IB Diploma examinations, higher education and future careers.

In Year 13, students build on the economic knowledge and analytical skil ls developed in Year 12 as they complete the IB Economics course. They deepen their understanding 

of microeconomics, macroeconomics, international economics and the global economy, applying economic theory to contemporary issues and evaluating the impactt of 

government policies, market forces and international trade.

Throughout the year, students strengthen their ability to interpret economic data, analyse case studies and construct balanced, evidence-based arguments. They complete 

the Internal Assessment by investigating real-world economic issues and continue to develop the critical thinking, research and evaluation skil ls required for success in the IB 

Diploma examinations, higher education and future careers.

In Year 13, students build on the computational thinking and programming skil ls developed in Year 12 as they complete the IB Computer Science course. They deepen their 

understanding of computer systems, algorithms, databases, networking and object-oriented programming while applying their knowledge to increasingly complex 

computational problems and emerging technologies.

Students complete the Internal Assessment by designing, developing and evaluating an original software solution to meet a real-world need. Throughout the year, they 

strengthen their programming, analytical and evaluative skil ls, preparing confidently for the IB Diploma examinations while developing the knowledge and independence 

required for higher education and careers in computing and technology.

Unit 3: The Creative process

Title: Evolution

Major project - students respond to the theme personally creating ideas and artist investigations. Final piece can be in any media.

Unit 10: Graphics Materials, Techniques and Processes

Title: The Art of Film Posters

Under the themes of Art Deco, Pop Art and Surrealism students are introduced to 

screenprinting, digital image manipulation and paper cut collage. They will develop 

their own graphics for a film of their choice.


